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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

THE EARL OF GREY, &c. &c. &c. 

My Lord, 

It is not to cover the defects too observable in 
these pages that I venture to dedicate them to your 
Lordship, for *^ books should have no patrons but 
truth and reason/* I present them to your Lord- 
ship as the tried patron of the liberties of England, 
Genoa, and Norway ; of Africa, and of the virhole 
world. After a life thus usefully devoted to the 
high interests of man, nothing surely but an uni- 
versal Censorship on the Press can prevent your 
Lordship from appearing, on the archives of the 
human race, as a public benefactor. 

I am 
Your Lordship's most devoted servant, 

LEICESTER STANHOPE. 
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In the performance of their duties, it is the proud 
fate of British officers to traverse the world. The 
character of our education, the genius of our go- 
vernment, lead us to take a sympathy in the 
fortunes of men, and to promote their welfare. 
Under the controul of this feeling I have acted. 
I have collected and published my own and other 
men's thoughts on the present, and, highly pro- 
bable, future influence of the Press in Asia. The 
cause is noble and of paramount importance to 
the immediate interests of nearly four-fifths of our 
fellow -subjects, who pay us, in yearly tribute, 
about twenty millions sterling. 

Regardless of self, my endeavour has been to 
speak out with truth and impartiality, and by 
furnishing some information respecting a far 
distant country, to forward the laudable exer- 
tions of those who, from their talents and pur- 
suits, are capable of applying such knowledge to 
the public advantage. More cannot be expected 
from a Soldier. 

London^ April 17, 1823. 
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INFLUENCE 

OF 

THE PRESS IN BRITISH INDIA. 



SECTION I. 

Introduciaty. 

** The personal rights and civil liberty of the inhabitants of India 
are in every respect as much under the paternal government of the 
King, as the rights and privileges of the people of the United King- 
dom.^^'Edinburgh Review, 

The present King of England had the virtue to no- 
minate the Earl of Moira, Govemor-Greneral of British 
India, and to place under his charge about a twelfth part 
of the human race. The responsibility attached to such 
a charge is truly awful, and it remains to be proved whe- 
ther his Lordship has fulfilled the duties of that impor- 
tant station. In these scrutinizing times, when a states- 
man's merits are under discussion, the plain questions for 
consideration are. What wrong has he done, and what 
good has he effected ? The public man who cannot en- 
dure this ordeal is either doomed to have his name en- 
rolled in the obscure lists of political traders, quacks, 
rats, sloths, vampires, and other vermin that prey upon 
the constitution, or to have it <' damned to everlasting 
fame," 

The most important maxim of morality and of politics 
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is this — Do no wrong ! " Le pr^cepte mime de faire du 
bien, s'ii est subordonne k celui-lst, est dangereux» faux, 
contradictoire ; le m^chant fait du bien, il fait un heu- 
reux aux d^pens de cent misirables," * Now, whatever 
wrong the Marquis of Hastings may have done, has been 
open to free discussion. His Lordship threatened Mr. 
Buc&ingham on account of some sharp sarcasms upon the 
late Bishop of Calcutta, wliich appeared in his Journal. 
With this exception, the writer is not aware of any 
wrong done by that ruler, or, in portraying his public 
conduct, he should feel it bis duty to proclaim it to the 
world. 

The next question for consideration is. What good has 
the Marquis of Hastings effected ? He conquered the 
enemies of the state, placed the empire in security, and 
established order and a system of police all over Central 
India. Lord Hastings treated the native princes with cour- 
tesy and justice, and reformed the abuses of the subsidiary 
states. He restored the representative Govermnent of 
Elders in the Rajpoot countries. By the establishment 
of native agency, he cleared the files of the courts, of 
the vast arrears of undecided causes. Lord Hastings 
adopted th^ practice of tiie ancient sovereigns, by recdv- 
ing in bis walks and rides the petitions of the meanest 
natives. He paid every attention to their complaints, and 
Caused inquiry to be made as to the truth of their allega*^ 
tions. Thus an appeal was open to all, and oppression 
was checked, if not prevented. His Lordship also im^ 
proved the system of administrative justice in the army, 
and calmed the angry feelings of the soldiery ; so that no 
military disturbance has taken place during his long go- 

* Rautseau* 
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verament Notwithstanding the extensive and protracted 
wars in which he was engaged, the revenues have im* 
proved and he has reduced the interest of money. Lord 
Hastings has founded Colleges and Schools all over the 
country. Seminaries for the lower orders had indeed been 
established there from time immemorial, but it was 
equally the object of the government and the teachers to 
engraft superstition on the youthful mind; that both 
mind and body might be enslaved. 

The system of education adopted all over the world 
was framed after the model of these Hindoo schools, 
and there is a striking fact connected with this history. 
When Sir W. Jones visited Madras, one Andrew Ross, 
a merchant, took him to a Village school in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Presidency. This great man was im- 
mediately struck with the simplicity, economy, and utility 
of this system of education. His remarks made a strong 
impression on the good merchant, who afterwards, I be- 
lieve, persuaded Dr. Bell to establish at Madras the Male 
Asylum, of which Andrew Ross was a director. 

The most remarkable feature, however, of the Marquis 
of Hastings's administration, and which will render it im- 
mortal, was the abolition of the base Censorship on the 
Press. By the diffusion of education and the establish- 
ment of a Free Press, the great sources of knowledge were 
thrown open ; all the intelligence of the age was set at 
work to promote improvement, and superstition and des- 
potism cannot long breathe in so light and pure an atmos- 
phere. 



B 2 
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SECTION IL 

State of the Press in British India, previous to the 
Establishment of a Censorship. 

<* However surprising it might seem in absolute Ooveraments^ yet ' 
it is certaia that the historians of the East wrote with more freedom 
concerning persons and things than writers have ever dared to do.io < 

Paevious to Lord Wellesley's administration, no re- 
striction oa writing or publishing had ever existed in' 
Indostan. The Censorship of the Press or on writing there, 
was an innovation, and this alone was wanting, where 
power fell into, the hands of an arbitrary ruler, to com- 
plete the sum of human misery under Asiatic despotism. 

The Hindoos of ancient times were distinguished for 
their learning. Abstract speculations and a redundant 
mythology obscui;ed their more useful knowledge ; still 
they were a people far advanced in the march of in- 
tellect. Their government was indeed despotic, but 
no trace has been discovered in. history or law-book^ 
of any restriction on writing. In those times^ all was 
open, to research and discussion, and there were no li- 
mits to their acquirements but the powers of their own 
minds. The Mahommedan Emperors gave every encou- 
ragement to learning. The Institutes of Timur and of 
Akbar abound with incitements to their subjects to 
cultivate their minds and to improve their knowledge* 
" I ordained," says the latter Emperor, " that in every 
town and in every city a mosque and a school, and a 
monastery and an alms-house for the poor and iudigent. 
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and an hospital for the sick and infirm, should be found- 
ed." * Their colleges were crowded with learned men, 
and in these schools there were no restraints on the li- 
berty of investigation. 

The historians of Indostan wrote with freedom on the 
conduct and duties of their sovereigns, and some of their 
rulers acted up to the noble principles which their Chro- 
niclers inculcated, Abulfazil states that Akbar was visible 
to every body twice in the course of twenty-four hours, 
and that he received their petitions without the interven- 
tion of any person, and, tried and decided upon them. 
•* Akbar,'* says he, " seateth himself on the eminence of 
humanity. In his behaviour there is such a condescen- 
sion that the petitioner seems to be the judge, and him- 
self the suitor for justice. He considers the happiness of 
the people as the best means of pleasing the Creator. He 
is ever searching after those who speak truth, and he is 
not displeased with words that are bitter in appearance 
but sweet in effect He is not contented in that solely, 
himself doth not commit violence, but he sees that no 
injustice is committed.'* Persons are apt to make a 
boastful contrast between British rule and the system of 
anarchy that preceded it Let them rather compare the 
noble administration of Akbar with that even of a Com- 
wallis or a Hastings. 

Upon the whole it appears, that under the reign of 
Akbar there was greater liberty indulged in petitioning, 
in education, and in writing, than was enjoyed at that 
period in England. 

• IfutiMesofTimur. 
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SECTION III. 

Establishment of a Censorship on the Press^ in British 

India. 

** They rather denire to be Kings than to rule the people under the 
Kingy which will not administer justice by law, but by their own 
will.**— J^ocoft. 

** If every one of the twenty-two articles of charge brought against 
Warren Hastings had been proved, they would not have formed a 
crime of such enormous magnitude as that single one of having extin- 
guished ^the Liberty of the Press in a portion of the British Empire 
containing fifty millions of inhabitants.** 

Previous to the establishment of a Censor of the 
Press by Lord Wellesley, the people of India had the 
same liberty to write as to breatlie or to live. No law 
forbad it Under Warren Hastings, Lord Comwallis, and 
Sir John Shore, the Press was free even to licentiousness. 
They did not indulge an unreasonable expectation, from 
any human institution, of permanent good, undloyed by 
temporary eril. Satisfied with the essential advantages 
that accrued to mankind from free discussion, they had 
too much sense to restrain it on account of personal at- 
tacks, or occasional severe and even intemperate sarcasms 
on their government Thus a Free Press existed under 
Che wisest of our statesmen, even in thnes of great diffi« 
culty and awful danger. 

The arrival of Lord Wellesley in India was soon fol- 
lowed by the establishment of a Censorship,-— a fiBital 
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revolutkni by whicli reason herself was stifled : " For he 
who kills a ihan, kills a reasonable creature^ God's image i 
but be who destroys a good book, kills reason itself/*^ 
Thus knowledge of every description was communicated 
or withheld^ according to the arbitrary discretion of a 
mercenary and perhaps ignorant licenser. The property 
of authors he could dei^troy , and extend the evils of mono- 
poly, assigning no reason but the conclusive argument of 
power, *• for such is our pleasure !" The extortions and 
oppressions of the government were now concealed, and 
the groans of the natives were suppressed, till dangerous 
rebellions were the c(msequence; while England, for 
more than twenty years, was deprived of all information 
of India, except such as she obtained from the servants 
of her government 

The immediate cause which led to this catastrophe 
was the illegal imprisonment of a Mr. Allan Maclean, 
under this foUovnng circumstances : Mr. D* Aguilar and 
Mr. A« Maclean were partners in an indigo work, near 
Gauzepore. These gentlemen quarrelled about their con- 
cerns, and a fray took place, in which Mr. Maclean struck 
Mr. D'Aguilar on the nose. Mr. M. then offered saiis^ 
faction, but Mr. D. rode off to a magistrate, and swore 
the peace against him. The magistrate, though no jus- 
tice of the peace, and without even hearing what Mr. M. 
bad to say, and refusing to admit him to bail, committed 
him to prison. The magistrate then wrote to the appeal 
judges' fit Benares, who had no right to interfere, for 
instructions how to sot Mr. Treves, one of these j udges, 
signed a letter, ordering the magistrate to send Mr. M. 

• iif ttton. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



8 

in cohfitiement^ to Calcutta. : Mr. Ne^ve, aiidtheif of the 
appealjudgeSy wasabsent^and disi^prov^ed tbem^sure. 
The magistrate then sent Mr. M^ down the riyer in a 
l>dgg&ge boaty without any proper covering, and under 
the ^uard of a sergeant, corporal, and twelve sepoysw 
In this boat, exposed to the burning sun by day, and to 
unhealthy dews by night, the prisoner reniained for up- 
wards of a month. Meanwhile Mr. M. having commu- 
nicated the circumstances to his namesake. Dr. Maclean, 
of Calcutta, and a paragraph announcing the death of Mr. 
M. having appeared in the India Gazette, the Doctor wrote 
to the Editor, as follows : " Sir, I request you will con- 
tradict the account which, through some very gross 
misinformation, was inserted in th^ last India Gazette 
and Hircarrah, announcing the death of Mr. A. Maclean, 
said to be shot in a duel at Benares. I this day received 
a letter from that gentleman, mentioning indeed some 
circumstances which, if his anti^nist had not possessed 
an uncommon degree of prudence, might have led to that 
catastrophe; but I am happy to add that the only dis- 
agreeable effects of the rencontre have arisen from the 
interference of the magistrate of Gauzepore^ whose con- 
duct upon this occasion I will take a due opportunity of 
appreciating. I am, &c., C. Macljban. Calcutta, April 
28th, 1798." 

This letter produced the release of Mr. M. at Monghyr, 
and the banishment of Dr. Maclean, and the fi^t esta- 
blishment of a Censoi^Jhip in Asia. This letter, too, it 
must be noticed, for it would require the piercing saga- 
city of the Grand Inquisitor and his Familiars in pious 
conclave to make the discovery, was stamped a libel. 
As well might those sages call the Bible so. 
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^* For royalties are deemM most sacred things^ 
So sacred by the courtiers, that the Bible 
May be informed .against^ and proved a libeU 
For sayingy * Put no confidence in kings.'*** 

After the publication of this libel. Dr. M. was called 
upon by the Government to make an apology; he itt a 
mild but becoming tone refused to do so, and was sent 
home a prisoner By this manly conduct, Dr. M. sacri- 
ficed an income of ^700 per annum, and about «f2000, 
which he had expended on a printing apparatus. In 
this outcast and ruined state, the Doctor solicited a pas« 
«age for himself and his wife, upon which the Governor- 
General ordered them to be provided for as charter-party 
passengers) that is, this gentleman and lady were to be 
accommodated with the panaA^* of the East, and. the 
scum of English jails, and to be fed on ship provision till 
they reached England. The comment on this procedure 
may be summed up in one sentence: '' First he punish- 
eth, and then he trietb, and, lastly, compelleth to confess, 
and makes and mars laws at his pleasure. But good 
judges abbor these courses.'^t On Lord Wdlesley's 
return to England, Dr. Maclean published his case, and 
no man, throughout, ever behaved with greater prudence 
and firmness. • 

Dr. Maclean has since become well known to the 
public, by his researches in Turkey respecting the causes 
and treatment of the plague, and in Spain concerning the 
yellow fever; witfi a view to promote the abolition of 
quarantme, or sanitary establishments. 



• Peter Pindar. " f A low and despised Caste. 

t Coke*s Institutes. 
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SECTION IV. 

Military Disturbances at Madras. 

** These meny seeing the liberty which othor* possess^ and mladk 
they themselves are excluded from, are apt, like eonnchs in the East- 
ern seraglios, to indulge a malignant pleasure in contributing to 
destroy' those privileges to which they never can be admitted.**—- 
Montesquieu, 

Prbtious to the establishment of a Board of Controul^ 
the minlBteis had no interest in concealing maladminis* 
tratioA in British India« The Press was then free, and 
tte. Parliament resounded with complaints. On the con^ 
trajy, during Lord Wellesley's brilliant administration, 
all was quiet Yet in these unnatural restraints upon 
the developement of the human mind, was contained the 
source of future misrule* The Government, in fact, was 
left without a check. The Censor^ like the great Inqui^ 
sitor, blasphemously assuming omniscience, exercised 
arbitsraiy power over the minds of men, and stifled their 
thoughts, which God, in his all-wise benevolence, had 
given them for their mutual aid and benefit 

An endless list, indeed, of dangers and oppressions 
would have been averted by the Press. Among the 
rest> free discussion might have prevented the military 
disturbances that took place under the Censorship at 
Madras. The armies of India have never been so tran- 
quil as during the wise administration of the Marquis of 
Hastings, though the newspapers were full of discussion 
on military matters. The soldiers of France, Spain, Por- 
tugali and Italy, promoted revolutions in these countries. 
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Instead of being abandoned to such desperate remedies, 
had those countries been in possession of a Free Press, its 
timely operation wouM have gradually checked and put 
down abuses, and produced a favourable reform without 
those awful convulsions. 

' The army of England is free from any bad spirit, be- 
cause its grievances are animadverted upon by the 
Press. Any undue severity in punishing, or abuse of 
patronage, is made known. The public complain, and 
the evil is, soon or late, redressed. The same publicity 
in India has of late produced the same result. The armies 
of India are admirably disciplined. There are, however, 
some radical defectii in their system. The partiaKty 
shewn to the army of a particular Presidency, the ine» 
quality of allowances, the slowness of promotion of the 
C<Hnpany's officers, compared with tiieir brother soldiers 
in the King^s service, and the delays of office at Madras^ 
and in the pajnnent of prize money, are grievances that 
should be exposed and redressed. Like the King^s army, 
the Company's would then have no wrongs to excite 
them into acts of violence. 
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SECTION V. 

Abolition of the Censorship. 

** Lord Moira*8 head and heart are both too good to be saffered to 
nile this country.** — Home Tooke. 

** When the monarchs of Egypt raised sach stopendons masset^ for 
no other use but to record their namesy they little suspected that a 
weed growing by the Nile would one day be converted into more 
durable registers of fame than quarries of marble and granite.**— Lord 
Orfifrd. 

The Marquis of Hastings abolished the Censorship in 
British India. This perhaps was the noblest, because it 
was the most extensively useful act recorded on British 
annals. A death-blow it was to superstition; with her 
swarm of gods, and to despotism, the growth of thirty 
centuries. It was the birth of hope to about one-twelfth 
portion of the human race, and to their offspring from 
generation to generation. A durable monument it was, 
which will excite the genius and improvement of every 
age, and remain in Asia a proud record of the strength 
and virtue of Britain. 

The Press at Madras still continued under the controul 
of a Censor. The inhabitants of that Presidency requested 
permission of their Government to hold a meeting for the 
purpose of addressing the Marquis of Hastings on the 
measures of his administration. The leading authorities 
at Madras having opposed the late war, and disapproving 
of the diffusion of Education and the establishment of a 
Free Press, delayed for several months to honour the pe- 
titioners with a satisfactory answer. At last, after repeat- 
ed solicitations, the Government was pleased to consent. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



13 

and the meeting was held " at the Exchange, on Wed- 
nesday, May 26, 1819." The following is an extract of 
the proceedings, the publication of which was prohibited 
at Madras. 

"Mr. Scott, Chief Judge of the Company's Court, 
having taken the Chair, addressed the Meeting in a short 
speech, explanatory of the purposes for which they were 
convened, after which Sir Samuel Toller (the Advocate- 
General *) thus introduced the. business of the Meeting : 

'' Mr. Chairman,— •! rise with great satisfaction to make 
a motion which, I am 'persuaded, will meet with the 
unanimous concurrence of this assembly, and experience 
the general approbation of the whole settlement 

** Sib, — The. motion I beg leave to make, is, that an 
Address be prepared and presented by this Presidency to 
the Most Noble the Marquis of Hastings, to congratulate 
his Lordship on the success of his measures as Governor- 
General of British India." 



** Col. Stanhope. Mr. Chairman, — In the absence of 
Mr. Staveley, who was to have followed the Advocate- 
General in this discussion, I second the motion for an 
Address. I exceedingly regret that the learned gentle- 
man is not here to do justice with his chaste and strong 
eloquence to the Marquis of Hastings' measures, more 
especially as I feel myself unequal to that task. 

** I hold. Sir, in my hand an Address which was given 
to me yesterday morning by a gentleman who requested 
I would lay it before a Committee of this Meeting. I 
now beg to hand J t over to the Chairman, who will deli- 
ver it to the Foreman of the Committee, when one shall 
have been appointed. Gentlemen, injustice to myself, I 

* A ]aw«Qfficer similar to oar Attorney-General. 
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beg to state, that I recommended the author to entrust 
this Address to the care of sdm^ one who had weight 
and influence with the Settlement, and who possessed 
the talent necessary to secure its success. I regret that 
he has not followed my advice. The paper, I venture to 
affirm, has merit It is free from all vulgar compliment 
or base flattery, and it contains a concise and faithful 
sketch of the prominent features of the Marquis of Hast- 
ings* civil and military administration/ I shall comment 
on the subject matter of this Address presently, but must 
first <;onvey to this assembly a remark whidi has just 
been made to me. I have b^en told that some presait 
are hostile to the late war. I r^oice to hear it God 
forbid that any war should be undertaken without oppo- 
sition, especially under a Government where every man 
finds his personal interest in war ; — we soldiers in the 
extension of our establishments, you of the civil service 
in the extension of yours. Be there, then, any here who, 
careless of their fortunes, can oppose the policy of the 
war on conscientious principles, they deserve our anxious 
attention. Let them come forward, try their strength, 
and well try ours. Should they prove the war unjust, 
they shall have my zealous support; if not, I solicit 
theirs. 

•* It was my intention to have entered cursorily on the 
policy of the late war, but this subject has been handled 
in so masterly a manner by Sir S. Toller, that I do not 
now consider it necessary to dilate on it. Had I done 
so, I should have endeavoured to have proved that the 
dangers of extended rule, of being lost in expansion or 
rather in corruption, evils dreadful to contemplate, had 
been diminished by the war. This contest had enabled 
tis to consolidate our power, to strengthen the heart of 
our empire and to shorten by straightening our line of 
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frontier. It had made us sound at home, and had given 
us power to repel invasion. In the place of robbery, 
extortion, and oppression, order had been established-— 
order, the source of justice, freedom, and all that is great 
in government In a word, it had enabled us to shake 
off a vicious, and to assume an honest controul. Now 
good government, however extended, constitutes strength 
•^not danger, not decline; whereas bad government^ 
however indirectly and slily exercised, leads on to ruin, 
perhaps to the parent, perhaps to the dependent state, 
possibly to the injury of both. By ruin, I mean not.losi 
of wealth and dominion, but loss of moral character and 
British pre-eminence. Hence I conclude, that the greater 
the extent of an empire, the more scrupulously should it 
be governed. I have thrown out this hint by the way^ 
and shall now proceed to the discussion of a sulject of 
paramount importance, and which has not been touched 
upon : I allude to the suppression of the Censorship of 
the Press at Calcutta. This generous act of power should^ 
I think, be referried to in your Address. Hie establish^ 
ment of a Free Press in Asia, is, in my estimation, the 
most magnanimous act of the Marquis of Hastings' admi- 
nistration, and is that which will come most home to the 
bosoms of high-minded men. 

•* Gentlemen, you well know what large powers are 
vested in a Governor-General, and how few men there 
are who have strength of soul to controul their passions 
under so vast and tempting a liberty. We are told, in- 
deed, that prosperity is the great corruptor of the human 
heart, and history confirms the apophthegm. Her instruc- 
tive page, however,— nay, even our own times,— furnish 
us with some few exceptions to this degrading rule. He 
wrely is a noble exception to it who, returned from tri- 
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umph in the pride and zenith of power, does away with 
the Censorship of the Press, and makes that Press a Cen- 
sor on his own Government. 

" Permit me now to say a few words on the nature of 
a Free Press. If, as we are told, the understanding be 
the noblest faculty of the soul, it is wise, it is our duty 
to cultivate and improve it Tbis can only be done by 
consulting our own and other men's thoughts. Now, 
9ince these thoughts are chiefly communicated by means 
of language or writing, the ujsefulest privilege of man is 
to speak and to write freely. The right of speech is a 
great law of nature^ which is the law of nations when 
applied to states, and no human law.should contradict'it 
Like speech, the Press too is but ^another means of giving 
currency to our thoughts, and, like it, analogously reason- 
ing, is the common right of all. * God gives us reason 
and freedom to choose; why then should human govern- 
ments effect a rigour contrary to his divine ordinances?' 

" The great objection made to the liberty of the Press 
is its licentiousness, or the facility afforded of abusing it 
The same objection may be made to speech or to religion, 
t6 ftee-will, to locomotion, or to any other of our liberties. 
But offences and crimes are subject to the scrutiny of 
judges and to public opinion, which is the common law 
of .society, and every breach of duty is followed by a 
suitable punishment There are who contend that go- 
vernment is brought into disrepute by a Free Press. Ay, 
bad government is, because truth pierces it to the heart ; 
but a mild and just government fears not even slander. 
It courts truth; for truth is strong, and generally prevails 
over falsehood in a free encounter. Nay, I hold that 
opinions, though erroneous, when well canvassed and 
digested, tend to the ultimate advancement of truth. 
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Montesquieu drives the argument further : ' In a free 
hation/ says he, ' it is very often a matter of indifference 
whether Individuals reason well or ill; it is sufficient that 
they do reason : from hence springs that liberty which is 
a security from the effects of these reasonings.' 
/ ** Look to countries where the liberty of the Press 
does not prevail. Pronounce whether they are honester 
and wiser than our own. Look to France, and judge whe- 
ther Buonaparte could have enslaved h^r under a Free 
Press^ or whether he could have re-established himself 
on his bad eminence, if a Free Press had enlightened and 
chastened the public mind; or whether again Europe 
could have overthrown his power, if a Free Press had not 
kept England sound. The slavery of the Press under the 
tyrant was excessive. The tyrant placed all literary de^ 
cisions in the hands of Government The tyrant's police 
disposed of the success of a writer in the same way as it 
granted licences for gambling. Take the case of Neckar 
as an instance. Every periodical paper in France teemed 
with official libels on his character, and no friend of truth 
was allowed to contradict these falsehoods. Thus Neckar 
sunk into the grave basely slandered ; Neckar, who had 
served the state without emolument, and had devoted his 
property to support her finances during its rude fortunes ; 
Neckar, who had done what tyrants could not do^the 
influence of whose personal character upon public credit, 
though a foreigner, had raised the French funds 30 per 
cent in one day ; Bnd who, in the words of his great 
daughter^ * was a firmer friend to liberty than Pitt, more 
austere than Fox, and not less energetic, nor lesi^ elo- 
quent, nor less penetrated with the dignity of the state, 
than Lord Chatham! !' And yet this Buonaparte was 
neither in virtue nor vice distinguished above some ty- 
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nmts. Genflemen, I see dissent lowering upon your 
brows ; but surely Ceosar for excelled him in Tirtiie» mid 
Nero, or hia contanporary Robespierre, in wickednessb 
Hence we may infer, that the only fair encomium that 
can be passed on the best of tyrants is, that he is not the 
most odious of monsters. To give clearness to my words, 
I define a tyrant to be a monster; and a monster is an 
animal between a man and a brute, partaking of the evil 
qualities of both« It matters not whether this bad power 
be exercised by the one or the many; whether by the 
Thirty Tyrants, as at Athens, or by the Decemviri, as at 
Rome^by a Buonaparte in France, or by a Ferdinand in 
Spain. 

'^'A Free Press is said to be a general ealumniatar. N6 
character then, however pure, exalted, or sacred, can 
escape its slanders. This is a heavy chai^ A public 
calumniator !*-is it not rather a public vindicator f What 
manly character is there that would not rather .{ace.ui 
open attack than have his condpct tainted by insidious 
whispers ? Or who is so low-minded, and of so dastardly 
a spirit, that would not prefer even the certamty of being 
calumniated, to the bwe chanqe of injuring his country's 
liberties?-^ country distinguished and exalted above the 
famous commonwealths of antiquity by a Free Press^an^ 
which owed her knowledge and her power, her freedom, 
civil and religious, mainly to that al^powerful engine. .. 

f' Permit me now to call your tiiougbts to another 
noble subject Tou will contemplate,^ Gentlemen, with 
a pride becoming enlightened and liberal men, the jecent 
establishment of Colleges and Schools for the natives^ all 
over the Bengal Presidency— 4t u/ori worthy that virtuous 
Nobleman whose wise ambition is ever referred to the 
benefit of man. Well knowing diat ^ the :dignity of tho 
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commandment/ as Bacon has it, ' is according to the 
dignity of the coipmanded; to have qoiQi?iandment over 
beasts, as herdsmen hav^, is a thing contemptible; to, 
have cpmmandineQt over galley-slaves is a disparagement 
rather than ap honour ; neither is the commandment of 
tyra^t^ much better over p^pl^ which have put off the 
generosity of their minds.' 

*' The advantage resulting from good education are so 
evident, that ^yen an unlettered man may be allowed to 
speak of them^ The {Schools teach that the understand- 
ing anc( the will SQt n\an above other semible beings. If 
90,^ it is oujr duty to rouse those faculties, to strive by 
industry and zeal to attain that wisdom which enables us 
to think jusdy and to act rightly — the very end ai^d inten- 
tion of our existence. To improve this uatural faculty 
of rcjfason, we must have recourse to education ; for rea^* 
son, which, wh@u upcuUivated, just distinguishes man 
from th^ brute i^uimals, or which, degraded and pervert- 
edt Bin^s him below theip*— in its improved and perfeqt 
state, raises him almost tp an aQinity with the Divide, 
nature. Such was N^wtou. Still, great as he was— the 
wisest of mankind— w^ learn from high authority, that 
many a savage imy hs^ye been born with as high facul- 
ties as this same Newton, but their taleuts, not having 
been cultivated, lie buried in darkness. Without educa- 
tion, good momls^ so requisite to the happiness of a people, 
tad ' virtue, which is nothing but more enlarged and cul- 
tivated reason,* cannot be attained. Without it, neither 
wide laws, nor (he refined precepts of philosophy, nor the 
rigid iojunf^ons of religion, can avail Without the ce?- 
ment of education, the beautiful edifice of justice, re$ting 
lipon a weak and hollow foundation, falls to the ground : 
i|or can philosophy be justly appreciated by the ignorant, 

c2 
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or advantageously applied to the great body of a people, 
the nobler parts of whose character are wholly obliterated. 
Such a people are said/for instance, to be unfit even for 
the enjoyment of civil liberty. • The great aim/ says 
Dugald Stewart, • of an enlightened and benevolent philo- 
sophy, is to diffuse as widely as possible that degree of 
cultivation which may enable the bulk of a people to 
possess all that intellectual and moral improvement of 
which their nature is susceptible;' and for religion, the 
more a people is instructed, the less liable are they to 
the delusion of superstition. Without instruction, indeed, 
I am at a loss to conceive how tfa^ can acquire a rational 
knowledge of the tenets of their belief. 
' *• To conclude, it cannot, I think, be denied, that what- 
ever improves our natural faculty of reason, and enables 
tis to judge between truth and error, between good and 
evil, must be advantageous to society; consequently, that 
^ucation cannot be too much attended to, or too widely 
diffused. Let us hdpe, then, that these institutions 
established by Lord Hastings may succeed; while we 
fondly anticipate that the example may be foHowed in 
every village of British India, that light may be shed on 
her people, and honour reflected on their Government * 
•* Though my words have borne with all their weight 
on the Marquis of Hastings' conduct, I have purposely 
avoided much personal allusion to him. Of that NoUe 
Lord, indeed, little need be said. Nature had been kind 
to him ; she had given him an iron frame, a sensitivei 
heart, and a powerful understanding. He, in return, has 
devoted his life to her offspring, and his happiness and his 
dignity seem to emanate from that pure source. * 

' '< Gentlemen, I have discussed these subjects with 
warmth: and freedom, agreeable to the temper of my 
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mind. I trust I have not exceeded the bounds of dkscre-^ 
tion. Some may say that such thoughts are not suited 
to the meridian of India. I bow to reason, not to asser- 
tion; but, since the question concerns my conduct^ and 
the. public interests, I will not rest its merits upon my 
own feeUe argument I will, answer the objection in the 
words of a scholar, a patriot, and a philosopher ; of one 
whose experience and wisdom you will not doubt. \ We 
shaU concur in opinion,' sayB Sir W. Jones, in one of his 
anniversary discourses, * that the race of man, to advance 
whose manly happiness is our duty, and will of course be 
our endeavour, cannot long be happy without virtue, n<H: 
actively virtuous without freedom, nor securely free with- 
out rational knowledge.' This, quotation bears, I think, 
upon my discourse, and supports my conclusions. Gren- 
tlemen^ we are now all jaded, so I will stop my tiresome 
tongue.'' f 

** Mr. St AV£i«EY. ' Sir,— I was not fortunate enough to 
bear the speech of my. learned friend. To all that has 
fallen from my honourable friend wha has just sat down^ 
I give my full assent, and, add my voice to his in com*- 
mendation of that freedom, than which, in my opinion, a 
greater blessing cannot be bestowed upon our Eastern 
empire ; and. Sir, I know no law, no reason, no policy, 
why it sbpuld not be enjoyed to its fullest extent 

" I say. Sir, I know nor law. There is none upon your 
Statute Book, which restrains the liberty of the Indian 
Press. I speak in the bearing of those who will correct 
pie if I am wrong. I know no regulation ;— and they are 
present who can set me right if I am in error. There is 
no reason in, such restraint, my honourable friend who has 
preceded me has, shewn youfuUy; there is no policy in 
it^ I will prove to you before I finish. 
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maintained ? Ask our Legislators of both Houses, who 
have made you laws to govern it: ask your Directorit : 
htk the public m^tings of your Pi^prietors : ask your 
Stateunen, who have written and poured forth their elo^ 
quence in its praise-^-and one ttnd all in the same words 
will answer you, ^ Our Eimpbre in the East is an Empire 
ef opinien ; it is not^ and never can be, an Empire iff force! 
An Empire of opinion, and that opitiibii not fVieel'^fl 
kingdom erected upon thought; and men hot free to 
think ! It is sm abi^urdity in language as well its fkct^ 
which needs but to be stated to carry its own reftitlitioii 
With it If, indeed, you will admit that your reign is a 
reign of fdrce, that your dominion is a domination by ccmi- 
pulsion, I can have no hesitation to admit you some 
excuse for the enslavement <tf the mind and the restrict 
tion of thought; but if, as you desire, you would main«* 
tiiin your rule upon the proofs of you^ superior genius, 
and your excellence above all other nations, and over 
all, above those you goveim-^if you desire to tdgn within 
the hearts of your subjects, and gOvem by their affectionis 
—you must free theit thought from restriction, and Ih6 
expression of it from restraint; for what improves the 
intellect but the collision of mind with ihind ? And what 
reconciles the mind to its rulers but the proofs that its 
irulers are occupied foir its good ? And how shall this be 
known if the great avennel of knowledge are closed tip^ 
And who are the people over whom you rule ? Ages 
before our days of greiitness they were rich in historianii, 
philosophers, and poets. Coeval with the day^ of a 
scarce^ more refined antiquity in Europe, Hindoos had 
advanced as far as Europeans, ih the march Of iMelled; 
and culture of mind. It is true that their refinements. 
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their rtnmge, i^tract specuUtKMiiy tbcir redimdaQt my- 
tbology, obscured their souqder and more profitable learn* 
ing; but still they were a people as far^ if not farther, 
advanced in science and the arts of peace, than they were 
in those of wan 

'**In those days, there was no restraint upon their 
inquiries; all was open before them for research and 
disquisition, and they had no limit but that of the powers 
of their own mind. Their Mahometan conquerors cam^ 
and with them persecution for religion i but, except pa 
the subject of religion, all other subjects remained op^ as 
before. The rights of the Moossdman sovereigns, theif 
duties, their privilege, and their power over their people^ 
are discussed as ireely and as fieurly in the books of their 
leained men, as the rights of ours are in our ancient com- 
mentaries upon our laws, 

** Look Uirough the Institutes of Timur and Akbar, 
and is tliere one trace in them, one vestige of restraint? 
Their pages teem with encouragement to learning, with 
incitements to their subjects to enlarge their jninds and 
amplify their knowledge; while from their historiies we 
kam, that, while every act and speech of the monarch 
and his princes were recorded. to form a history of bis 
reign, his foibles, his follies, and his weaknesses, were 
open to the satire of the poet, and the wit of the house- 
bold fool. Tbeir Colleges were crowded with men who 
limnd advantage in the devotionof, themselves to leanv- 
ifig; and in their Schools there seems to have been no 
nestoaint which does not at this hour exist in full force in 
our own land. ; 

*' I scruplje not,. therefore, to affirm, that the regions 
(0fer whiisb we rule, down to the arrival of the Europeans 
in the East, enj<^ed a freedom as extensive as any part 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



24 

of Europe before the iaventton of the Press; for on writ- 
ten books, the only means of circulating knowledge with-* 
out type, there was no restriction. 

"The art of Printing has been eulogized as the greatest 
blessing which has ever been bestowed upcm mankind, 
and we have been the introducers of this blessing to the 
East But, Sir, while you confer a blessing on your 
people, is it wisdom to clog that blessing with a curse? 
A free and unfettered Press is indeed a blessing to man- 
kind, but a fetlered Press in the hands of a despotic 
monarch, as my honourable friend has told us truly, may 
bec6me one of the greatest scourges with which the band 
of power can be armed, one of the most dreadful engines 
of torture with which it can rack the mind. « 

" And what are the arguments which they would 
oppose to persuade us that it is unwise, ' that our power 
would be endangered* ? Sir, that argument was used 
against throwing open our trade ; but hath that measure 
at all weakened us ? Endangered ! — and by whom ? But 
is nothing else still more endangered by restriction? 
Regicide France has tried, and in her Emperor we may 
read the fete of such controul. He restrained the Press 
and interdicted it from all political discussion ; he sup* 
pressed all truth, and bid it lie and flatter. Daily, at his 
bidding, it vomited forth his slanders and falsehoods 
measureless— and at what price did he buy the privilege 
to do all this ? The morals of his people formed no por- 
tion of his care ; religion formed no part of bis scheme of 
government. He knew that the Press, dammed up, must 
burst out somewhere; so he abandoned morality to pro- 
fligates, and religion to the care of Atheism. 

" And are we prepared to purchase restriction at such 
a price ? It is not so that I have been taught at homa 
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The morality of our fathers was as carefully fenced 
round as their fVeedom, and their religion was dearer to 
them than both : and it is our serious business here, in a 
foreign land, to maintain our country's character for the 
one, and exhibit the jMirity of the other, exceeding that 
of atiy other people of the earth. 

* " * And to whom would you throw open your Press ?' 

To the public. 'Pooh! there is no public' Is there no 

public ? Who are you that hear me ? Whose are the 

ears that listen thus ? Whose are the eyes that are lights 

ed up with pleasure ^ Whose are the hearts that beat 

in unisoki withr mine ? Is there no public ? Who hath 

won your empire ? Who hath raised your glory ? Who 

liath established your dominion ? Who hath eternalized 

your name? > Sons* of free men — descended from free 

forefathers— bom in a free land — ^members of that free 

public by whose voice our masters are, and will, and 

must be judged— €rom whom they . have received their 

charters— for whose good they exist— upon whose breath 

they liv&— co-proprietors with them of all they are aod 

have. And how, and when, and where, and wher^ore^ 

have we forfeited that freedom and those rights? It 

cannot be our coming forth to serve our country in a 

foreign land hath robbed us of those rights, and filched 

in secret that for which we prided us above all people of 

the earth. Oh, Sir! our country is, not thus ungrateful 

nor inhuman to her sons. Is there no public? Who 

hath administered your laws? Who hath dealt justice 

forth among so many millions ? Who hath collected 

your revenue? Who hath carried, on. your commerce? 

Who hath consolidated your power, and put it almost 

beyond the reach of time and accident? Who but the 

brothers of those men whose arm hath won it ? Who 

but the sons of the same forefathers ? Who but the 
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members of the same British public f And can their 
filling these high offices^ean their adyancement to tbeae 
high dignities-deprive Uieir minds of eneq^y and their 
spirits of integrity? 

^' Is there no public? Who, when fiction ran her tilt 
at him, and eloquence and genius, day after day, poured 
fys& upon him the deluge of their indignation at his sup- 
posed misrule — when the Father of IndiMi statesmen 
f Warren HksHngsJ stood befo^ his country for acquittal 
or condonnatiott— what cheered his mind amid his trials, 
and enaUed kim to bear their taunts and insults ? What 
but the consciousness that he had done bis duty ? What 
but the consolmg Toice of diat Indian public whose exr 
istmce has been d^iied ? Sir, there is a public that hath 
judged and will judge ; that hath condemned and will 
condemin ; that hath honoured and viU honour ; that bath 
been, feared and will be feared; aind none but he who 
feard it will ihrink from its investigatira. Tea, Sir, Uiere 
IB a public; and he who first coined the phrase^ there is no 
p^Uflie, all traitorous as it is, knew it and lelt it to bis 
inmost core, and mourned the truth of that which he had 
dared deny. 

^ The work of cmiquest is finished, but the^task of 
govemmedt is scarcely yet begun. To reconcile the pro- 
vinces we have acquired to their new rulers, is a delicate, 
atid, in some measure, a difficult task : but what may not 
be augured from him who, returning from ccmquest, came 
to set opinion firee? And now, I might add again«Hisk 
of the noble Marquis— to whom did he make the expM 
bf his plans, and detail the motives of his enterprise ? To 
whdm did he commit the custody of his fiinle tnd the 
guard of his reputation ? To whom did he apped for 
approval of his i^asures and justification df his means ? 
To whose investigations did he commit the fiict which 
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)ie uiifolded > To whom, but to those who were near at 
band, and bad seen them ; to those who were present^ 
and could judge of them ; to those who best could make 
report to their country oif all they had seen and known 
and heard concerning it And, if there be no public, to 
whom and for what did he do this ?— - 

<« We all remember with pride, and a feeling of r^^e* 
rence comes across our minds when we repeiU;, the names 
of CUve, of Hastings, of (^ornwallis, of Wellesley* To 
this list the tmae of Moira will be added, nor will his be 
1^86 esteemed or less revered than theirs. The proudest 
feature of Lord Wellesley's administration was the esta- 
blishment of the College, to pi?epare our youths to fill the 
expectation of an intellectual and thinking people i"— the 
proudest feature of Lord Moira's will have been, that he 
gave effect to the establishment of his predecessors, by 
loosing the Press of India from tutelagie and guardianship^, 
by casting off her leadii^-strings, and declaring her of 
age and fit to go alone.*' 

^^Thrdugbout the whole of tbiff speech, Mr. Staveley 
was greeted with the most enthiBriastic applause. His 
words seetn^ to electrify his audirace. ^ 

^^ On the names of the gentlemen proposed for the 
Committee being read. Colonel Stanhope otgected to his 
name being included, as he omsidered himself as part <^ 
the Marquis of Hastings* household, and he thought the 
Cbtnmittee ought to be c(»npdsed of men perfectly inde* 
pi^dent^ and that those gentiemeh only diould be named 
who were unconnected with Ooiri^mment This oliyec- 
tion, however, was unanimously ovemiiei by the Meet- 
ing, and it was resolved that Colonel Stanhope's name 
should remain. 

. *' The Committee then retired to an adjoining room 
with the draft of the Address, handed to the Chairman 
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by Colonel Stanbope. On the return of the Committee, 
the Address was read to the Meeting by Mr. Staveley, 
who moved that it be adopted. This motion was carried 
unanimously" 

** To His Excellency, the Most Noble Francis^ Margmis of 
Hastings, JfiC. G. Governor^General of British India, 4c* 

*^ We, the European Inhabitants of Madras, deeply 
impressed with a sense of the benefits conferred on the 
British Empire in India, by the wisdom of your Lord- 
ship's Councils, beg leaye respectfully to offer these our 
cordial conjgratulations on the eminent success which 
has distinguished the measures of your Lordship's ad- 
ministration. : 

"Though remote from the immediate scene of your 
Lordship's splendid achievements, we have, nevertheless, 
viewed with profound interest the bold and honourable 
policy by which they have been' guided : and, when we 
contemplate the situation of British India,^ at the period 
your Lordship first assumed the reins of government, we 
cannot forbear expressing our admiration of the wisdom 
and energy which have conducted public affairs to 
their present unparalleled state of prosperity. — Tour 
Lordship found our territory invaded on one hand by a 
brave and hardy race of mountaineers — on the other, me- 
naced by a lawless host of rapacious freebooters— while 
to the Native independent Princes evinced a disposition 
take advantage of existing circumstances, and attempt 
measures hostile to our power. ' 

** The repeated aggressions of the Government of Ne- 
paul proceeded to an extent, that demanded the prompt 
appHcfition of the military resources of the state.— To 
chastise an active and daring foe, intrenched in the fasW 
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nesses of a mountainous country, nearly impervious to 
the usual mode of warfare, was an arduous and doubtful 
Enterprise. The contest was novel and interesting, and 
OUT troops encountered an enemy worthy of their prow- 
ess; but all obstacles vanished before your* Lordship's 
well-concerted plans, and the struggle terminated in a 
treaty, glorious to the British arms. 

" The measures adopted by your Lordship, to repel 
the destructive incursions of those predatory hordes, who 
for so many years deso>lated a considerable portion of our 
possessions, proclaim the same talent and energy by 
which the war in Nepaul was conducted. — The faithless 
policy pursued by some of our Allies paved the way for 
great and beneficial changes. The late Maratt^h war 
ensued, and the perfidious conduct of the Native Princes 
met with merited punishment. It was a war of peculifgr 
character, carried on against myriads of lawless and mery 
cenary troops, whose wild discipline, and wide-spreading 
desolation, in vain attempted to evade the influence cf 
scientific movements. It became in a moment a wikr 
with states—-but the heroes of Mahidpoorand Cotygauiii, 
Seetabuldy and Kirkee, gallantly asserted the British 
honour, and reaped unfading laurels. In the sieges of 
Hatrass and Asseerghur, conducted according to the 
strict rules of the art, success was secured by wise pre- 
cautionary measures. — Thus, the strength of the enemy, 
which lay in their mountains, their swarms of freeboot- 
ers, and their fortresses, opposed no permanent resistance 
to the efforts of disciplined valour. 

. " The state of licentious misrule, which produced 
those . migratory Banditti, no longer exists. Order is 
established, and vigour infused intp every department of 
the state. The Husbandman has joyfully resumed his 

labour, the great source of wealth and power— K^onfi- 
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dence revives, and trade flouriabes with renewed activity. 
The Peasant reaps the fruit of his useful toil, beneath th^ 
broad JEgis of British power, and blesses the arm which 
sustains that shield, under whose protection repose? th^ 
destiny of so nwny nations. 

^ The most accomplished statesmen, while they pro- 
vide for the defence and security of the realm^ n^lect 
not to cherish the arts of peace. To cultivate the pro- 
Tince of the human tqind-^to call forth its latent powers, 
and direct its eneigies to the improvement of society-p- 
to give a character and colour to the morals, intelligence, 
and spirit of the age, has justly been considered essentiid 
to the welftire of the political system. On Agriculture, 
on Arts, and Commerce, liberal knowledge exerts a 
powerful and permanent influence s it adds to the re- 
sources of a people while it increases their happiness, 
and is intimiUiely connected with the vital interests of 
mankind. Your Lordship's attention to this important 
branch of legislature has not escaped our notice ; and 
tiie numerous Institutions formed for the instruction of 
the native population, are illustrious monuments of Bri- 
tish generosity, consecrated by the wisdom of jrour Lord- 
ship to the prosperity of the Empire. 

" While contemplating this important subject, it must 
have occurred, that to the attainment of truth, freedom 
of inquiry was essentially necessary ; that public opinion 
was the strongest support of just government ; and, that 
liberty of discussion served but to strengthen the hands 
of the executive. Such freedom of discussion was the 
gift of a liberal and enli^tened mind; an invaluable and 
unequivocal expression of those sentiments, evinced by 
the whole tenor of your Lordship's administration. 

" Such are a few of the most prominent features of a 
Government, whose character and conduct form a brilliant 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



31 

era in the History of our Country. At this particular 
peribd, we are enabled to view the subject with peculiar 
advantage. We see clearly developed, the springs of that 
able and intricate policy ; by which effects have been 
produced which must excite the admiration of posterity. 
We see the grand object of those operations which em^ 
braced so wide a field of action; and can duly appre- 
ciate the merit of those masterly combinations^ by which 
such glorious success has been commanded : we now con- 
template in tranquillity that extensive coalition, directed 
\>y a crafty and deceitful policy, which has disappeared 
before our banners.r-The reign of , peace is restored-— se- 
curity and justice established,, and a gradual system of 
improvement introduced into every deparUnent, condu- 
cive to the. happiness of society. In a word, when we 
look back to the period under review, we cannot fail to 
acknowledge, that those stupendous projects, which led 
to such splendid and happy results, were conceived by 
a powerful and intrepid genius, carried into effect with 
consummate judgment, and concluded with unprece- 
dented succesfiu 

'^ We intreat your Lordship to accept of this imper- 
fect expression of our sentiments, and of the assurance 
of our profound respect-rTbat your Lordship may long 
continue to guide those Councils, whose measures embel- 
lish the proud annals of our Country's Glory, is the 
earnest fmyer of^ 

•'My Loan, &a &c. &c/' 

The Censor at Madras refused to allow the proceedings 
to appear»aud <every effort was made to prevent the Ad- 
dress from being signed. It was, however, signed by the 
Chief Justice, the Judges of the Supreme Courts and the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



32 

Law Officers ; by the Chief Judge of the Sudder Adaw- 
iutythe Residents of Ilydrabad and Nagpore/and the 
Company's principal Staff Officers ; by Major Lambton 
Ithe great Surveyor; by Colonel Morrison, a distinguished 
Conunissary-General/who had saved the State a million 
of money; by Mr. Goldingham the Astronomer ; by Mr« 
Harrington, Colonel Graham, Mr. Parry, and abdut five 
hundred of the most enlightened gentlemen of the Presi- 
dency. It was predicted that the Address would not be 
received. Censors are not infallible beyond their own 
sphere. The Address was conveyed to Calcutta by 
Major Blaker, who was received m state and in public 
by the Govemor-GeneraL After this Officer had read 
the Address, the Marquis of Hastings answelred it in the 
following words — ^words that are engraved on the hearts 
of millions : ' 

** You have observed my exertions to diffuse instruc- 
tion through the extensive region with which we had 
become thus suddenly intimate. I cannot take credit for 
more than the having followed the impulse communi- 
cated by every British voice around me. Yes! we all 
similarly confessed the sacred obligation towards a boun- 
teous Providence, of striving to impart to the immense 
population under our protection, that improvement of 
intellect, which we felt to be our own most valuable and 
dignified possession. 

" Our topic remains — My removal of Restrictions from 
the Press, has been mentioned in laudatory language. I 
might easily have adopted that procedure without any 
length of cautious consideration, from my habit of re- 
garding the Freedom of Publication as a Natural Right 
of my Fellow Subjects, to be narrowed only by special 
and urgent cause assigned. The seeing no direct neces- 
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Bity^thofl$ invidious ^backlei^ might have sufficed to 
make me break tbiem. I know my9elf, however, to have 
been guided in the st^p by a positive and well-weigbed 
policy. If our motives of action are worthy, it must be 
wise to render them intelligible throughout an Empire, 
pur hold on which is opinion. 

. *:* Further, It is salutary for Supreme Authority, even 
when its intentions are most pure, to look to the controul 
of Public Scrutiny. While conscious of rectitude, that 
authority can lose QOthing of its strength by its exposure 
to geujeral comment On the contrary, it acquires incal- 
GMlable addition of forqe. 

, "That Government Which has^ nothing to disguise, 
wields the most powerful instrument that can appertain 
to Sovereign rule. It carries with it the united reliance 
aud effort of the whole mass of the governed: and let 
the triumph of our beloved country in its awful contest 
with Tyrant-ridden France, speak the value of a spirit to 
be found only in men accustomed to indulge and express 
their honest sentiments." 

For some time after the Madras meeting which eulo- 
gized the Marquis of Hastings for his abolition of the 
base Censorship, Mr. Strachey being of too liberal senti- 
ments for the vile office of Licenser, returned the News- 
papers, without signing or examining them, to the Edi- 
tors. He thus followed the noble example of Gilbert 
Mabbot, who in 1649, probably convinced by Milton's 
Areopagitica, offered the annexed reasons for resigning 
that Office : 

" Because that employment is unjust and illegall as to the 
ends of its first institution, viz. to stop the Presse from 
publishing any thing that might discover the corruption 
of Church and State, in the time of Popery, Episcopacy, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Md Tyriihtiy^ this ^im t<y k^ IB« pi^oplt ta igti«nnti)de^ 
dtid b^rry cm OitUr po^fufi Mii6viB add lyklitilcal desig^nii 
for the; iiMlating aifd detrti'iteCtcm both of th^ bodies laid 
soUfe dfall the Mi p^ple df this MtiMv 

>" Bec^o^e £ic^i^kyg isf a!d greftt a ftldnOik^y as tufet 
was in this nation, in that atl i^fk^s ju^g^^ts, rea^OMi 
ftc. are to be bouiifd up it the LicjMsei^^ ; foi* if the au- 
thors of any sh^ete, bo<**, tt ttekiA^t wrote not to 
please the fancy, and eOtne Within the <6otopasse of the 
Lfceiteer's judgtnlent, tbefn he !s tt6t t6 tet^ive any stamp 
Ct liutbority for the ]^ubIiMikig tbere^. 

'^ Because it is lawfuil to print tltlf bdok^^ sheete, kc. 
without licensing/ib as fh^ authfoi's Utid j^Tititer^ do sub- 
scribe their ttue naines thefMnflid^ th'M so they may be 
Kable to answer the tohtttits Iheredf : i^ (f they offend 
therein, then to be pAniShed by Mdh kW^, as ate M 
*bin be fdr t!h6se fcase* prcMA^." 

'* A Cdmihttt^ of ijhe Coanci^ 6f St^^ being satisfied 
Wftbihe^ arid 6th^r rt^^tftsdl Mh MabbOt concehiitig 
licensing, the Councell of State fepo^t^ to tht House i 
lipoid wbich t%^ fibtise ordered ^he day tMtt tht said Mr* 
M^bbotkhouM bfe disehKi^gtid of licensittg books for the 
ffttute.*'* 



• See 6irch*8 j(/i7fan, p. xxx. HrhiielddAe siryi, '^< tTpoD )^r. Mhb* 
bdt's d^siite and r^dsdeii a^alBit MiMMi^^t IkiiiksU be ptMed, he 
Wte dlribliait^ of <hilt kHApioimtk.^ ^dShkk. 'Aa. 1946. 
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SECTION VI. 
State of the Press in Brngfl^h Bombay^ and Madrf$s. 

** By the liberty of the Press I mean the liberty of discussing pnblic 
men and measures, not the liberty of calumniating and affronting 
private character.** 

T^B Calcutta Pre$s is still under severe laws or restric- 
tions. Nevertheless it has indulged in a latitude of 
diflcuasion, unknown to any state except England^ Ame- 
rica, and Switzerland. On military matters it has exer- 
cised great freedom, and on religious sutgeicts it h?^ 
spoken out with a boldness that would not 1;>e toleraJ^d 
in any of tiiese countries. Proofp of this asgertj/on ar^^ 
contained in Bengalee and English newspapers ; in the 
works of jtbe Missionaries, of Rammobun Roy, of the 
late Bri\ja MQbnna, and in the Brahminical jyiagaziQe, 
&C. From the last of these the following extracts may 
be safely ,qi,ioted. 

The edUor of that work, speaking of the number of 
books published, says, " During only a few years past 
bundreds of works on different subjects, such as Theol- 
9gy» l^Wi ^Qgic, Grammar, and Astronomy, hs^ve b^ep 
wriljtep by the ,patives of Bengal alone. I do not wonder 
that Uiey have not r^ched the knowledge of the iEditor, 
(of the SumoTchan Durpun,) who in common with almost 
all his cpUeagues, has shut his eyes against any thing 
that might do the smallest <;redit to the natives." 

He thus tuotices the blasphemous attacks made upon the 
Hindoo religion by the Baptist missionaries : ^^ As to the 
abusive terms made lise of by the Editor, (of the Sumar" 

n 2 
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chan Durpun,) such as * Father of lies alone, to whom 
it {Hindooism) evidently owes its origin,' * Impure fa- 
bles of his false gods/ • Pretended gods of Hindoos,' &c., 
common decency prevents me from making use of sim- 
ilar terms in return. We must recollect that we have 
engaged in solemn religious controversy and not in ex- 
ercising abuse against each other." 

He repels the charge of the Hindoos' religion, in its 
purity, being idolatrous. " If we admit that the worship 
of spirit possessed of material body is worship in spirit, 
we must riot any longer impute idolatry to any religious 
sect; for none of them adore mere matter unconnected 
with spirit. Did the Greeks and Romans worship the 
bodies of Jupiter and Juno, and their other supposed gods, 
separately from their respective spirits? Are not the 
miraculous works ascribed by them to these gods proofs 
of their viewing them as spirits connected with the body ? 
Do the idolaters among Hindoos worship the assumed 
forms of their incarnations divested of their spirit? No- 
thing of the kind. £ven in worshipping idols, Hindoos 
do not consider them objects of worship until they have 
performed Pranprutistha, or communication of divine life. 
According to thfe definition given by the Editor, (of the 
Sumarchan Durpun,) none of them can be supposed ido- 
laters, because they never worship the body separately 
from the spirit; but, ii^ fact, any worship, through either 
an artificial form or imaginary material respresentation, 
is nothing but idolati'y." 

The Brahminical Editor speaks as follows of the dog- 
matists in religion : *^ It seems almost natural that when 
one nation succeeds in conquering another, the former, 
though their religion may be quite ridiculous, laugh at and 
despise the religion and manners of those that are ifallen 
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into their power: for example, MMSsulmans upon their 
conquest of India proved, highly inimical, to the religious 
exercises of Hindoos; when the generals of Chungez 
Khan, wl^o denied God and were like wild beasts in their 
mannei;s, invaded the western part of Hindoostan, they 
universally mocked at the profession of Qod and of 
futurity, expressed to them by the natives of India: 
the. savages of Arracan on their invasion of the eastern 
part of Bengal, always attempted to degrade the religion 
of Hindoos. In the ancient days the Greeks and the 
Roms^ns who were gross idolaters and immoral in their 
lives, used to laugh at the religion and conduct of their 
Jewish subjects, a sect who were devoted to the belief of 
one God. It is therefore not i^ncommon if the English, 
w^bo are of the conquerors of this country, revile and 
mock, at the religion pf its natives." 

The Brahmin challenges free discussion, and says the 
Hindoos will change their creed, if the reasonableness 
pf Christianity can he proved, " Now in the mission- 
press of Shreerampore a letter shewing the unreasonable- 
ness of all the Hindoo shastrus having appeared, I have 
inserted in the first and second number of this magazine 
all the questions of the above letter, as well as their 
answers, and afterwards the replies that may be made 
by both parties shall in like manner be published. If by 
the force of argument they can prove the truth of their 
own religion and the falsity of that of Hindoos, many 
veould of course embrace their doctrines." 

The Editor of the Brahminical Magazine erroneously 
supposes that Christians are Polytheists. *' I shall be 
obliged," says he, "if the Editor (pf the Sumarchan 
Durptm) can shew that the poly theistjcal doctrines main^ 
tained by Hindoos are, in any degree^ more unreasonable 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



38 

than hid own ; if not, he will not, I trust, endeavour in 
future, to introduce among them one sbt of poly tbeistical 
6^ntiment8 as a substitute for another set, both of them 
being e^fuallg and solely protected by the shield ofmystierj. 
I, however, beg to ask whether the omnipotence, omni-^ 
science, and infinite mercy of one person is sufficient or 
not to arrange the universal system^ and preserve its har- 
mohy ? If iso, an admission of the omnipotence and 
omniteienceof the second and the third is superfltlous kttd 
abdurd ; but if not sufficient, why should We i^lop at the 
number three, and not early on the numeration until thfe 
number of omnipotent Beings becomes at least e<(ual to 
that of the heavenly bodies, astribiilig to eapch th« manage^ 
ment of every globe ? From the *ill Which Eufop^eatMi 
generally display in conducting political afihirs and effect- 
ing mechanical inventions, foreigners Very often conclude 
that their religious doctrines wouM b6 equally reasonable ; 
but as soon as any one of them i» made ^cqnidnted with 
such doctrines as are professed by the £ditor, (of ^he 
SuiMrchm Durpun,) and by a great number of his coun- 
tryinen, he will firmly believe that religious truth has no 
connexion With political ttuth." 

The Brahminical writer contends fdr the immoitality 
of the soul. " Every professor of any theifi^ical system^ 
such as the followers of the Nyayti doctrines, and those 
of Christianity, believe that God is not perishable, and 
that the soul has no end. The soul during an endless 
period either enjoys the beatitude procured fcy the acqui- 
sition of a knowledge of God, or receives the conse- 
quences of works. In like manner they both believe 
that it is God that bestows on the soul the consequences 
of its good and evil actions, and that the will of God is 
immutable. If any faults be found with these doctrines. 
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ti^n the ^y$te)B ef ^ Bfyay^ apfl ftf Cb|rjl^tw^^ both 

t^p these doctiw^" 

At Bopcibay, f^lm^^ t\^ first fwt of the px^Bm^ Qoy^- 
nor'^ acUpmisl^a^o^ w?b tp ahQlisb ^e bj^^e Censorship^ 
This gexAlemw l^ad, by ibis grmt capapUy and aptiy^ 
virtue, rai^ himself tp the bigfiest 4igiuty in thjs state ^ 
he had devoted his life to jth^ ^tfidy ft^d prj|cjtice pf 
Ssstem politics f be bad the ^^/^riepce tpcy of the 
WprWngs pf a Fr^ ]?xm ip ^ngj^l^ and (the resu)[J: w*? 
bis adpption of jtljftt .fljWMTfi- Tjtuj? iw^ weJJ dpne^ ^ 
wns ap action wrtfry Pf ,Wr. fUpbinstpne^tl^ a^tioi^ Af 
j^ IpflyfvDdiQd^d ^n^l^pian^ 

Tl^B gofepm^i|e^^ of ili^AdCTs* WWwi^^fpl pf t|;^e bepefijij 
4aHy arisii;^ frpfli t^e Pp^gp |n the sist^ Presidencies* 
.obsti99lely penie|!i^<| ^ *M*»flP<^ipg ^U tCoptrovftrted 
poipts in iwnwog, ff l\6iPl>f wd gpv^rnjp^pt, to the ^rbir 
taaiy mid infallibly jv4^pa?yej4.of }^u Cenpor Wop^* This 
M(^gn¥s ApckUo^ k^^mg ©xpieriejiq^d the ^dvfu^e arisipg 
fApni )iis inteipplat^ons^ jerafi^res^ ^dditipn^i, apd garbJiipgSj 
has lat^y ordered itbftt ippt)^\flg jsh^ be printed without 
beiing aubmijtted 4 fm>^ U^ ^9 tt^ prdefd of his chaste 
ditjicisnwi, for the ppflftosp ^flf ^sqe^aining that the cor- 
r^tipps b?ye hej^ Ti%Wj "W^* Thws ap author pr 
Mitor is Pb%^ to^iyjress <hjw^CnWbfi.t;her be approy^e 
or olyefit, exactly p/i the CJepscf ^ic^tes. Fi;pjw this 
ppll^tisd source, tbe ^bplp of tb^ knowMge of public 
events, fipjitpf the ipft^qji pf ppifliflfl, is derived at Madrap. 
Thfere the J^cepser^ ,ip ^^iUo^ato bis other high privi- 
iegef, bas asspmed a despotic swa^ over consciences: 

^ tHe bat 4tootlived to. tiike 
'firQKi'Ronie.aII«MM)Dned oiloe» «nd;to «wiiMl 
Hlmtelf ioUiJi pQ|r«r.jl|ucaDiuo^/* 
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In close imitatida of the mighty Lama of. the West; 
he has exercised his right as Censor of heretical prayity. 
Had this Madras Censor been the illegitimate progeny 
of some fiery CeUhate — the spurious offspring of an ilhi&- 
trious Inquisitor — the magni Jovis excrementum, we should 
not have been surprised at his conduct, but it is hment- 
able to find an English Protestant gentleman assuming 
arbitrary sway over consciences. 

The Censor of heretical pravity at Madras prevented 
the printing in Tamul, the Prayer Book of the Christian 
Unitarians, (which was a translation of the Liturgy of the 
Church of England with the omission of the Triiiita'rian 
Forms,) and thereby deprived them, to the extent of 
his power, of the means of carrying on their public 
worship. Thus he surpassed the Inquisition.* Thfe 
Doctors of the Holy Office prohibited free discussion 
on religious topics, but, except in the worst times, they 
never ' prevented any sect from publishing their* Prayer 
Book. With equal justice the Censor of heretical pravity 
might suppress the works of the Presbyterians, of ^ the 
Methodists, and of the Roman Catholics—the Koran, the 
Shastres, or the writings of any other sect disagreeing 
with that infallible judge of orthodoxy. A dangerous 
assumption of power this, ill suited to the spirit of the 
times, and standing in odious contrast with the tolerant 
principles which characterize the Hindoos. The Censor 
of heretical pravity at Madras may consider that the 
Unitarians are not orthodox Christians. That was matter 
of opinion.* Perhaps no sect that ever existed might be 

• Bishop Warburton, during a debate in the House of 'Lords, 
being asked by a Peer to define the terms Orthodoxy and 'Heterodoxy, 
which had frequently occurred, replied Orthodoxy, my Lord, is my 
doxy, and Heterodoxy is your Lordship's doxy. 
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orthodox to the letter of the law, or according to the 
nitons of ;a> Liceniser; Be tbey orthodox or not, Priest- 
ley, a. zealous patron of that sect, was one of the most 
powerful defenders of Christianity at a time when it was 
8o xudely attacked by Paine and others. On whateirer 
side; we view this subject, the Censor's conduct < appears 
equally unjustifiable. As a Protestant, be was not war* 
ranted in suppressing the Prayer Book of the Unitarians. 
For the Protestapt holds that the Scriptures are the only 
rule of faith, and this rule is to be interpreted by the 
exercise of private judgment. As an Englishman, whose 
constitution is founded on the wise principles of religious 
freedom, he had no more right to suppress the Prayer 
Book of this sect, than he would have had to suppress the 
Old Testament of the Jews, or the Institutes of Menu 
of the Hindoos. As a religious man, looking to the 
conversion of idolatrous nations to the pure worship of 
God, the Censor might have had sufficient penetration to 
discover that it could only be eflfected by education and 
discussion ; and that the Unitarians were, of all sects of 
Christians, the most likely to effect that object. Wilkins, 
speaking on this subject, says, that " the most learned 
Brahmins are Unitarians according to the doctrine of 
Krushna ; but at the same that tbey believe in but one 
God, an universal spirit, they so far comply with the 
prejudices of the vulgar, as outwardly to perform all the 
ceremonies inculcated by the Feds, such as sacrifices, ab- 
lutions, &c." Like the Hindoos, the Unitarians profess 
to be pure theists. The marked difference between 
them is, that the former do not believe in the divine 
authority of the Jewish and Christian Scriptures. 

Some years since the Baptist missionaries suffered 
from the same spirit of persecution. They were pre- 
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vented from settliag at Calcuttt. Tbey then established 
tfaemseWes in the yicinity, at the Dutdi setdement of 
Semmpore. There they have ever since been engaged 
in acts of benevolence^ and have devoted from their 
own funds upwards of £50fiOO to charity ; and espo- 
ciaily to that most comprehensive charity, the promotion 
of genecal education. As for converts, they make few or 
none. A Free Press is tiie only Engiish missionary which 
laughs at and reasons with fanatics, and, 1^ degrees, wins 
over dietr followers to the side of truth. 
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SECTION VII. 
On the t)eiays ofOjffice at Madras. 

** The conduct of our lives, and the management of our great con- 
cerns, will not bear delay.**— LocAe. 

The great dday of justice in British bidia was an eyil 
of the greatest magnitude. The CJourt of Directory 
speaking on this subject, observe, that " tojudge by ana- 
logy of the courts in Europe, they would be induced to 
tiiink so great an arrear would scarcdy ever come to a 
hciaring. We should be sorry," they add, *^ that from the 
a^cumukition of such arrears there should ever be room 
to Tiise a question, whether it were better to ieate Ae 
nativcSB to their oMrn ai^bitrary and precipitate tribunals, 
tfam to ba^rass their feelings^ and inJiH^ their property^ 
by an eindless procrastkiatioB of their suits, under tlie 
pretence oi more deliberate justice." To these delays a 
Jtidge of Circuit ascribes numerous commitments for 
breaches of the peace. ^ Since by protracting fc»r years 
t^e decision of suits, it frequently dreyie the suitors to 
d^pair, and induced them to run the risk of taking jus- 
tice into their own hands, by seizing the efb^ct in dispute, 
rather than to await the tardy issue of a process which 
threatened to exceed the |irobaUe duration of their own 
tives." These delays weve ncfticed by the House of 
Commons, ably detailed <in the Fifth 'Report, slnd exposed 
by the m^asterly p^ of Mr. Mill. 
In consequence of Hiese discusshm, a system of native 
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agency has been established, which has relieved the files 
of the courts of the arrear of business, and the grievance 
to a great extent has been remedied. There are, how- 
ever, other delays of vast injury to the public service, 
unknown to the Legislature, to him who framed the Fifth 
Report, and to the great historian of British India. In 
the silence whiqh pervades despotism, especially where it 
asserts its influence over the mind, as under the Madras 
Censorship, there is an endless catalogue of wrongs that 
never come to the knowledge of the Government or the 
people. Among others, there are the delays of office. 

The present Censor of the Press at Madras was for- 
merly Military Secretary. The duties of that office 
hung heavy on him. Notwithstanding his great industry, 
it was feared by the army that the time required to settle 
allthe arrears of business, then on his file, threatened to 
exceed the probable duration of human life, especially in 
a climate where, during the years 1817 and 1818, one 
fourth of the officers had actually died. To obtain from 
the Military Secretary an answer to a common note, often 
required as much paper, ink, and time, as the decision of 
a deep chancery suit. The case of Captain Monteith^ 
a Madras officer of Engineers, employed by the King of 
Persia, will shew the rate at which the worthy Secretary's 
business proceeded. The Captain in an evil hour wrote 
the Secretary a letter. For three long years he was kept 
in a state of feverish suspense, and he continued from 
time to time, but in vain, to solicit an answer. Mean- 
while the learned Secretary brooded over the papers in 
silence, and his patience triumphed. Ofi* started the 
active soldier from the lofty Caucasus for Madras. On 
the day of his arrival there, he received an answer, and 
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then journeyed back to the frontiers of Russia with the 
Secretary's dispatch^ 

Wh^, it may be said> has this to do with the Freedom 
of the Press? The answer is^ that every act of mal-ad- 
niinistration may be exposed by a Free Press. Had the 
slow Secretary been subjected to the lash of a Free Press, 
it would have accelerated his pace. Captain MoQte^th 
would have been spared years of anxiety, and a joiimey 
by sea and land of several thousand miles. Nay, more ; 
the public departments and the Madras army would not 
have suffered for yearis from the dreadful delays of office. 
There is, too, another view of this question worthy of 
consideration. The Military Secretary's office is one of 
little labour, compared to that of Chief Secretary^ who is, 
in fact, a sort of prime minister. If, then, the Military 
Secretary, with all his assiduity, was not able to pre- 
vent this vast arrear of business, how is it possible for 
Mr. Wood now to watch over all the important affisiirs of 
twelve millions of men, and to exercise a despotic mono- 
poly over their minds and writings ? The Censors of the 
Inquisition, it is true, exercised this power most effectu- 
ally, but they were assisted by all the craft and industry 
of the Fathers of the Holy Office. They claimed, too, 
their descent directly from Heaven, a degree of pre- 
sumption, not consistent with the modest humility of 
an English Protestant Censor of Heretical Pravity, in Indo- 
stan. How these incongrous expressions — this chaos of 
words — English Protestant Censor of Heretical Pravity, 
jar upon the mind ! 
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SECTION VIIL 
Motion on the Amtie Prw at the India Howe. 

''The character of Lord Hastings is altogether modern. It is 
stamped with the enlightened philosophy of the eighteenth century^ 
and hb political career breatfies its spirit throughout — its phtkn- 
thropy and tokratioo, its earnot sympathy yridi the fortunes of roan- 
kind^ apd arAent desire to extend itKepr i^Htieal privileges. Conprinced 
that positive institutions could not dp much iq ameliorating the state 
of society^ his efforts have been directed to elevate the Indian com- 
munity in the sca)e of civilization, by enlightening their minds and 
affording a wide scope to the Press.**— il. White. 

The Court of Oirectors having framed a dispatch^ di- 
rectiog ithe Marquis Off Hastings to restore the base Cen- 
sorship, I opposed Mr. Rs^ndje Jackson's proposed vote of 
thanks to Mr. Canning, for his se^ices as Senior Mem- 
ber of the Board of Controul. But Mr. Jackson having 
afterwards declared in open Court, that Mr. Canning had 
refused to give his sanction to that odious measure^ it 
became my duty to withdraw the opposition and praise 
him for his noble conduct To jtifle the wisdom of the 
East, and to fetter the mind pf a large,portion of mankin(J, 
would have been inconsistent with Mr. Canning's fame 
as a scholar, and his trust as the minister of a free ^tfite. 

The following is a report of the proceedings, which 
soon after took place at the India House : 

'' Cqii. Stanhope said he TQse pursuant to notice^ for 
the purpose of advocating the cause of a Free Press in 
Asia, and of calling upon the Government to afford in- 
formation on this subject He regretted that some gen- 
tleman of talent had not undertaken this arduous duty, 
for his desire to take a lead in the discussion, was 
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checked by ft CCttSCiotnmett of bis incapacity to do tbe 
subject full justice. The question he was about to 
agitate, involved not only the interests of one hundred 
millions of British subjects^ but the interests of sur- 
rounding nations, i^ the welfare of myriads, perhaps, 
as yet unbdm. They were not, indeed, our countrymen, 
they were not of our complexion or religion, but they 
were our fellow^beings ; and patriotism was only the 
noblest of passions because it was the most useful; 
since, by limiting our exertions to the benefit of our 
own community and country, we took the most effectual 
means <^{ pr^imoting the welfare of mankind. 

* God loves from whole to parts ; but human aoal 

* Must rise from individual to the whole ; 

* Pridtid, parent, neighbour, first it will embrace; 

* His country next— and next all human race !* 

*' Before he entered upon tike discussion of this impor* 
tant subject^ he must protest against all prejudkes, whe* 
they were of English or Indian growth^ as aJMrraticHis 
from right reason ; but most of all mui^t he protest agakast 
that prejudice, which would doom the people of certain 
sects, and colours, and geographical po«itk)ns, to endless 
slavery ; or, in other words» which would ^isit Africa 
and Asia^ ooniprizsing one-half of mankind, ivith a fSi* 
petual curse. Montesquieu bad, ^deed, observed, ^ that 
the excessive heat of the climate of India dqsrived the 
body of its vigour >; that ibis&intnessiwas communicated 
to the mind ; and that the indinations dmn became all 
passive.' This mjght be all tri^e : hut was it to be 
inferred from hence that Providence had doomed the 
peofde of hot climates toskvery ? .Assur^ly not. The 
natural inference to be dmwn from this position was 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



48 

directly the reverse; for the greater pendency a climate 
l»ight haye to subdue ineQ^ passions, the less necessity 
there was for restrictive laws to curb or coerce them, 
ke defied any man to come to a different conclusion. In 
point of reason it was incontrovertible. Never would he 
believe that slavery was of Divine institution, until he 
beheld * subjects born with hunches on their backs like 
camels, and kings with combs on their heads like cocks ; 
from which marks it might be collected that toe former 
were designed to labour and to suffer, and the latter to 
strut and to crow.* Having naade these prefatory obser- 
vations, he would now solicit the attention of the Court 
to the immediate object of his motion. 

" In order to take ah enlarged view of the effects of a 
Free Press in India, it was necessary to reflect on the 
character of Asiatic governments and despotism. They 
must contemplate all the intellectual light of the nine- 
teenth century, bursting in upon countries which Had 
been debased by ages of moral darkness and gloomy 
despotism. The doors of knowledge being thus thrown 
open, reform would follow in the most safe and natural 
course ; because reforms were always best accomplished 
by removing those checks and restrictions which had 
supported abuses, and impeded the progrefss of improve- 
ment.: By such timely and salutary reforms, the wounds 
inflicted by a long tyranny might be healed, and frightful 
revolutions averted. 

•* He would next consider the character of public wri- 
tings, and of the Press in India. The art of printing was 
asserted. to have been known in Asia upwards of 2,000 
years ago: long, very long before it was known in Eu- 
^ rope. He was not aware, however, that it was ever prac- 
tised in India till it was introduced by the Europeans. 
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But tl^ey were not to suppose, because there was no Free 
Press in India at a remote period, that therefore no liberty 
of writing prevailed ; on the contrary, history spoke of a 
Sovereign of the East, who reprimanded the historian of 
the Empire for recording his misconduct * What,' said 
his Majesty, * have you the audacity daily to record my 
iaults?' *Yes,* answered the chronicler, 'that is my 
duty ; and that duty directs that I should now write down 
the threats with which you have just menaced me.* 
The Emperor said, « Well, write down all, and in future 
I will endeavour to do nothing for which posterity can 
reproach me.' It was also a proverb in the East, that 
^ the monarchs of Asia were more afraid of the pen of 
Abulfazil) than they were of the sword of the mighty 
Akbar.' And Dow observed, that, ' however surprising 
it might seem in absolute governments, yet it was certain 
that the historians of the East wrote with more freedom 
concerning persons and things than writers had ever 
dared to do in the West' There was, in truth, no re- 
striction whatsoever on writing. Look to the Institutes 
of Timur and Akbar: their pages teemed with encou- 
n^ement to learning and learned men, but no vestige of 
a restraint on writing was to be discovered in them. On 
these grounds, then, he contended that a Censorship was 
an innovation, dangerous to the interests of the people, 
contrary to the constitution of this country, contrary to 
tlie high maxims of state policy professed by Britain, 
and which ought to guide her conduct towards her colo- 
nies, and contrary to the manner, customs, and religion of 
the Hindoos. 

>** He would now consider the nature and character of 
public writing under our own Government in India. 
During the administration of Warren Hastings, the Corn- 
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otir 'Eastern possessions threatened by Bucfa perils and 
dangers. Our empire was menaced witii destruction 
frotn without, and the 'GoYemdr-Oeneral was at open 
war with his Council. They scrutinized, as ^jBTeetually 
as a Free Press couW have done, etery act of his adminis- 
tration ; and ftequentiy carried their measures againit 
tim. They r^ted hhn at the eounctMatAe, bfaVed'him 
to a dud in the jSi^ld, ^d had neaify'fdrt!ed him toaban- 
don'hir Government. Still the Press, in the«e dstigeroas 
titnes, enjoyed perfect 'frcfedom, although 'Warren Has- 
tings ^was attacked by it with virulence. One'Heilly was 
in the constant ir^bit of lampoonSng the^Govemor^GeMr^ 
under'the title of the Great Mogul. He was prosecuted, 
^and'fbund guilty; but* Warren Hastings, though in some 
points^ a despot, <had the magnanimity to procure his par- 
dbn. 'tie was attacked ilso by 'his inveterate ^nemy, hf 
thef most powerful writer of the ^ege,'by one whose great 
tiaaeuts have even mafked^him out as, probably, the author 
rif Junius.* 

*^XofdComwairn3,^ho had iminettAlketd his name, and 
that of his country, required no^Gensort^iip to ^avd the 
state'from the iniHuence of free discttssion. That great 
man distinguished himself by 'his moral, fiweign, and <do- 
mestic policy; by reforming abuses immI corraption in 
the state, by improving the administf ation df justiee,! and 
'by giving to'India that vfrhiih was dearest 40' ev«rylmaa^8 
heart, he meant a permanent property in ^e land. Here, 
however, he mustprotest against the ha^tytandillMdKgestad 
manner in which the permanent settlement > was esta- 
blished, but Whieh teas no good argument against 'the 

* Sir Philip Trancis. 
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system. >He was, be it Temeiabered, only speaking of the 
principle; and though the system might have failed to^ 
certain extent, it bad not failed altogether ; therefore tbU 
partial failure could not be adduced as a general argur 
meat. He now came to the mild admimstration of .3ir 
John Shore, under wliose goFemment the Press wa9 per- 
fectly free;, so mudi so, Ihat he hdd in.his han^ tb^ 
AHatie Miaror .of the llth of June 1704, which cop* 
tained, in one sheet, animadyersioois on the Court of 
Ptrectors,; on Loid CornwaUqp ; on thefatavian Goyernr 
ment (relative to wbich the Batavian Government rem<^* 
strated) ; on ComnptfHjpge Mitchel, the Haral Commander 
(who bad been sent out willi four s^ips to fittack an 
enemy .by. whom our trade :vif as molested, and who was 
slated not. to haye.takeameasures.to bring the eoemyto 

aelipn,*^^ -Tory delicate x:harge. undoubtedly h on Sir J* 
Abercroml^, the military commander; on the army^ 
about lyhich these were serious jdi^putes; on the bad 
BfAtem of pilose in t^Gangea; and.on aNative Prince, 
ior torturing ai^d murdering two inen* 

f^ About fidur years aft^r this period the brilliant go? 
vemment ^f the Marquis of -Wellesley commenced,^ and 
under his admipistration the Censorship wfts first slyly 
established. Gentl^nen ^ould perhaps say, / why do you 
disturhcMra^tatev this matter when. things are going on 
w^,-and.tbe Censorship. has been rjunoyed?* He did 
so,)J^ecause ; he. wished to prevent, any future govenunent 
from getting possession of the citadel, and once mo^e 
j^acing the fetters and shackles of despotism on the 
Press. During the administration pf the Marquis Welles* 
kyihePiess was placed, under the controul of a Censor, 
and subj grtfd -to rfistrict-^^f^ft •vyhi<*.h j^ould no^- b^ pgr- 
mitted in any of our Westrl^ia Inlands, the inhabitants 

B 2 
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of which were principally slaves. Thus the empire of 
reason was destroyed, and in its place a mental despotism 
was established. He next came to the government of 
the Marquis of Hastings, who, with the unanimous consent 
qfalk and experienced counsellors (counsellors selected by 
the hoB. Ck>urt of Directors) abolished the base Censor- 
ship; and Mr. Cannings the late President of the Board 
ofControul, had received thanks in the Court of Pro- 
prietors for having supported that measure.* He did not 
approve of Mr. Canning's political sentiments ; no man, 
indeed, was more strongly opposed to them ; but when 
he found him instrumental in doing good to his fellow- 
creatures, in any part of the world, he was ready to be- 
stow on him the meed of approbation. . The Marquis of 
Hastings knew that the diffusion of knowledge was es^ 
sential to the perfection of society ; and that an intelligent 
nation, collectively, was wiser than any despot or des* 
pots. < The people,' said Aristotle^ ' may always quash 
the vain pretensions of the few by saying, we, collec- 
tively, are richer, wiser, and nobler than you.* Another 
reason which induced the Marquis of Hastings to estab- 
lish the freedom of the Press, was, that the Native could 
exercise his pen freely^ though the European could not; 
for the Native, though nominally under the ^ontroul of a 
Censoi^ could not, like the European, be banished at the 
will of the <3t>vernor-General in Council. Thus the Na^ 
tive was amenable to the law alone, but the Europeaa 
writer was subjected to no defined law, but to the arbi- 
trary will of a Censor. He was, in fact, a slave, while 
his swarthy fellow-subject was free. 
" He would now call the attention of the Court to an 

* See supra, p. 46, 
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extract from the Address of the Inhabitants of Madras, 
which was signed by about 500 persons of the first rank 
and character, and presented to the Marquis of Hastings. 
If any person doubted the respectability of the parties 
who signed it, a perusal ci the first SO names would re- 
move their scepticism. Amongst them would be found 
Sir J. Newbolt, the late Chief Justice of Madras; Sir K 
Stanley, the present Chief Justice; Mr. Geo. Cooper, one 
of the Puisne Judges ; and Mr. Scott, the Chief Justice 
of the Adawlut Court The Address was drawn up 
under the Censorship, and, no doubt, contrary to the 
wishes and inclinations of the Government ; so much so, 
indeed, that they would not allow it to be published at 
Madras ; but there was a Free Press at Calcutta^ and 
thither it was sent" 

** Mr. RiGBY. — ^Were those names signed to the paper 
you are about to read ?** 

** Col. Stanhope answered that they were. The Ad- 
dress complimented the Noble Marquis on restoring the 
Liberty of the Press, and thereby pursuing the steps of 
' the most accomplished statesmeD,V who, * while they 
provide for the welfare and security of the realm, neglect 
not to cherish the arts of peace.' The Liberty of the 
Press tended to call forth the latent powers of the human 
mind, and had, on agriculture, on arts, on commerce, 
on all that was connected with liberal knowledge, a 
powerful and permanent influence. It added to the re- 
sources of the state, while it enlarged the happiness of 
the people.* Such waa the treason, the publication of 
which would not be suffered in Madras. Now for his 
Lordship's answer.f 



* See suprof p. SO. f See iM. pp« S%$ 93.. 
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" Such were the words 6f a Eurot>kati ruler over a hun- 
dred ihilliotis of swarthy Asiatics; sentiments so useful 
aud so noble, that he concbiyed no parallel could be 
foutid to thetn in history. The r^stribtidns still imposed 
oti the Press were^ indeed, of a character to paralyse the 
fii^edbm of writing; but they had never been acted om 
He diBfied any man to pl-oduce a single instance where 
they were carried lAto effect They were principally im^ 
posed, no dbiibt, to reconcile the powerful eneikiies of the 
Press; he meant the Company's Sen^ants in India, the 
Cbiirt of Directors, and the Board of Cont]t)uU It was 
natural to suppose that those gentlemen would use every 
estertion to prevent the public from becoming the Cen- 
sors of their Government ; and it was thei^fore expedieht 
to deprive them of every pretence fbir restoring de^pot>- 
kta^. The r^trictions had^ in fact, been a d^ad letter 
under the administration of the Maquis of Hastings; but 
such of them as wei'e incoitsistent witb the manners, ha- 
bits, and <:ustocn8 of sodety in India should be completdy 
rescinded, test foture governors or govemUxents should 
be tempted to exercise this bad power. Dangerous and 
hateful, however, as all unnecessary restrictions Were to 
liberty, fetill Where no Censorrfiip existed, there would 
always be found high^tninlded men to speak bold truth. 
The punishment they sul]gected themselves to was deeply 
to be lamented ; but it vras better that a few individuals 
shodld suffer, thai^ that a ^hole community should be 
consigned to endless, t6 hopeless riavery. Those writers 
who opposed thi& principle, tad thefe Were riiany able 
men who had done «o^ must admit that theiit argufiaents 
were futile, because the establishment of a Censor Would 
go to suppress all political writings. Not a word that 
appeared, on such subjects, in The Edinburgh Review, in 
Cobbm*s RiegiBter, in The Examiner, til Tie ChroHide, or 
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in The Times, could be puUisbed under a Censorsbip. 
£Iay» OBe half gf what was published in tbe Minisierial 
Press would be rejected by a Censor. Gentlemen did 
not perhaps know the character of a Censorship ; but, 
having lived under onec he knew it wdL 

** To shew the sinceri^ of the attachment which the 
Marquis of Hastings boce to tbe Liberty of the Pressj^ it 
would be sufficient to refer to the tone of writing in the 
Bengal prints ; but) in addition to this, ha would mention 
a few particular instances, which fully proved the fact 
Soon after the abolition of th/e Censorship, the Madras 
select vestry were accused of having been guilty of cer- 
tain bad practices. It was made a sulig^^^ ^f complaint 
in the public Press, that the members composing thi» 
body had assumed the monopoly of their office, and had 
elected their succesacH^ to it; by vfbich nieaos certain 
charitable donations, placed under their controul^ became 
sulyect to abuse. The consequence of this expos^re 
was, the convening of a public meeting, at which tb# 
subject was dijK^HSsed^ and in a tone of fieodom. never 
known in India, until tbe administration of the Marquif 
cf Hastings. A. strong petition, detailing the allege4 
grievance, and praying for redress, was drawn ufv and 
presented to the Supreme Government, by whom it waa 
referred to the Court of Directors, whose general charac-^ 
ter for equity and justice leff: no doubt on his mi^d bMt 
that they wouU come to a corrf^ct decision on the 
subject 

** Another instance which sinewed that the restrictions 
were not acted on, had taken pl^ce lately. Mr* Bucking* 
ham, who wrote fo^ the Calcutta Journal, had been pro* 
secuted for a UbeL It appeared that tbe Chief Justice 
had been accused of degrading his high situation, by 
acting with scandalous partialitiy towards his own son^in-^ 
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law, Mr. Croft, who was found guilty of an extraordinary 
act of seduction. He appealed, it was said, to Lord 
Hastings, on the subject of the alleged libel; but was 
referred by him to those laws over which he presided. 
From them he was directed to seek redress. This was 
an answer worthy of a British statesman. Mr. Elliott 
and the Madras Government were repeatedly attacked, 
with great violence, by the Calcutta Press. Their 
Censorship was rendered ineffectual ; for whatever the 
Madras Censor cut out, was published at Calcutta, and 
soon found its way to Madras. Of this they complained, 
for they claimed arbitrary power ovier the Press; but 
they found that an appeal to the laws was their only 
resource. 

** He would now allude to the efforts made by Ram- 
mohun Roy to reform the prevailing superstition of the 
various casts of Hindoos. The character of this Brahmin 
was perfectly well known ; he was universally esteemed 
for his learning, piety, and public virtue. Through the 
medium of the Press he had made known to his coun- 
trymen how contrary the corruption, cruelties, and poly- 
theism, practised by them, were to the pure system of 
theism inculcated, as he declared, in their religious 
works. Thus, by promoting the cause of education, and 
of inoffensive discussion, the public mind would be en- 
lightened, the Sanscrit writings would be translated for 
its information, it would be enabled to understand the 
absurdities of the existing superstition, and prepared to 
follow a purer system of worship. All attempts at pro- 
selytism, by any other means, would, he believed, prove 
ineffectual. Where converts were made, the bad and 
superstitious Hindoo was generally changed into a worse 
Christian. He appealed to every man who had been in 
India, whether this was not the truth. 
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" He would next 'mention a virulent aspersion which 
was cast on the Marquis of Hastings himself through the 
medium of the Press ; he was accused of having intention* 
ally caused the death of two individuals. As well might 
they accuse the Archbishop of Canterbury, or the late 
Mr. Howard, the philanthropist, or the present Mr. Wil- 
berforce, of having committed acts like these ; for the 
great principles of morality were not more firmly rooted 
in their pious minds than they were in the mind of the 
Noble Marquis. He was charged with having sent out 
two persons, of the name of Hastings, to unhealthy cli- 
mates, the one to the East, the other to the West Indies, 
where they died ; and this, too, for the base purpose' of 
securing to his family the title of Huntingdon. As well 
might the Court of Directors be accused of sending out 
all their young proteg6s, many of whom never returned, 
in the hope of occasioning their death. This was touch- 
ing his sensitive, his chivalric honour to the very quick, 
and it would seem as if some one inimical to a Free Press 
had inserted the paragraph. But this high-minded No- 
bleman, who had himself been sent out to this unhealthy 
climate by his friend and sovereign, and who carried 
with him all the virtues of his country ; this lofty-spirited 
individual, who would not crush an insect, whose whole 
life had been devoted to the service of others, whose 
character was marked by the strongest traits of disinterest- 
edness, allowed the atrocious slander to pass unnoticed. 

" This, it would be said, was highly creditable to the 
Noble Marquis ; but the enemies of freedom might turn 
round and quote the argument against himself: they 
might declaim against the licentiousness of the Press ; 
and argue that^ where so great an outrage had been 
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committed, it was aot fNroper that aFree Press Aould be 
suffered to exist But let gentlenten mark the fact 9 this 
libel was inserted in the Madras Gazette, which had been 
previously submitted to the Censor, and had obtained to 
it his official signature, his initials ; this was, thefefore, 
not the licentiousness of the Press, but the licentiousness 
^ the Censorship. - But he would desire the name of 
slanderer, a charact^ which he detested, if be did not 
declare Uiat the libel was inserted without the know^ 
ledge c^ Mr. Elliott, who was shocked at the paragraph. 
He had known that gentleman from his boyish dqrs; 
and though he differed from him in pditics, he was well 
convinced that he was too honourable a man to have 
ever sanctioned such a malignant fitlsehood* The same 
might be said of Mr. Stracbey ; but it could not escape 
their observation, that a Censor might, either from n^ 
lect or from hostility, affix bis initials to such infamous 
calumnies, and thereby stamp them with the authority 
<rf Government In a word, a Censor might exercise all 
the bad power complained of in the Preas, and m%ht 
withhold from it all that was acknowledged to be vs^d 
and beneficial ^ Better, ten thousand times better/ said 
Sir James Mackintosh, ^ that erery Press in the world 
was burnt, that the yery use of letters was abolished, 
that we were returned to the honest ignorance of the 
rudest times, than that the results of civilization should 
be thus made subservient to the purposes of de^Mitisnu.^ 
Hitherto a Free Press had only existed in the Bengal 
Presidency ; but no sooner did Mn Elpbinstone enter 
upon his functions as Governor^ than be abolished the 
base Censorship at Bombay. Here he might be perant* 
ted to observe, that Mn ElpfainsUme was one of the 
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most enlightenbd aad dittii^uisbed m^n tint ever adorned 
tte ammls of the Compimy in the East; and this act was 
the result of his experience and his wisdom^ 

** He would IK)# call the attention of the Coutt to the 
nature of a Censotship^ A Censor was a Monarch, who 
possessed absolute power, not indeed oyei* the mindi^ 
but over tb^ writings of his subjects. He was descended 
from a pious house ; he was descended from that heav6n 
on earth,' the Holy Inquisition. ' Till the time of the 
Inquisition/ said Milton, * books were as freely admitted 
into the world as any other birth. The issue of the 
brain was no tnore stifled than tbe issue of the womb» 
No envious Juno SBit cross-legged over the nativity of any 
man*8 intellectual offspring i but if it proved a monster, 
who denies that it was justly burnt or sunk into tbe sea?* 
Thus, then^ they might perceive that this licensing system 
erept out of the intolerant Inquisition, and was therefore 
^atirely inaj^limbk to the toletmtf Hindoos. Tea, be 
would reptet, for he wished to impress tbe evil strongly 
on their minds, aiAl to i^sociato it with hatred in their 
hearts, t^tt this odkHM Censor was a hateful monster, 
ntrrtured withiti the wails of the Inquisition. A Censor's 
power was absolute. He was presumed to be a master 
of perfect reason ; his prerogative was to be always right; 
like tbe Grand Lama, as Voltaire said^ ' II a vnepkdsante 
mknze: U se crbk toujcurs Utioir raism;^ he possessed a 
mdnopol^ of ail our intellectual productiora^ Nothing 
6oiuld b6 seiA to the public mart fouft what had passed 
throt^b the custoin4iouse, and bore his miark upon it 
like a bale cf cottoft. A Censor distrusted the honour^ 
Hkt good intentiori% the integrity of others, and assumed 
to himself tbe proud title of in£aUibitity t He should 
indeed be a very clever feUow ; a sagacious, sharp-witted 
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man ; for it would be a sad disparagement to society to 
have their labburs criticised by a fool, and damned at the 
discretion of a dunce. 

«* A Censor, it was true, might plead that he was the 
mere frontispiece of a man, without heart or mind ; a 
machine, a tool, a thing acted on by the wisdom of 
government The wisdom of government ! that was an 
awful sound indeed. No one could have a profounder 
respect for the institution of government than he had. 
Government enabled him to enjoy society; but for that 
happy compact, instead of addressing a polished society 
in this great hall, he might at that moment be employed 
in fishing, or grubbing up roots, or seeking acorns, or 
hunting after game to satisfy his hunger, or fedling under 
the wild liberty of some savage. But what this wisdom 
of government was, history taught them ; and certainly 
he did not subscribe to the doctrine that government 
possessed exclusive wisdom. It would be in vain to look 
for it under despotic govemnients ; for assuredly wisdom 
did not proceed from their great ministers of state, from 
flatterers, panders, eunuchs, courtesans, informers, inqui- 
sitors. Censors, or other trumpery : they might discover 
it, however, where truth and philosophic freedom pre- 
vailed. 

'* The licentiousness of the Press was constantly de- 
claimed against; but admitting the evil, would it, he 
asked, be wise or just to interdict the exercise of a right, 
because that right was subject to abuse? Why, all 
liberty was subject to abuse. The liberty to indulge in 
speech, the liberty of writing, the liberty of locomotion, 
even religious liberty, all might be abused ; but would 
they gag meii's mouths to prevent their reasoning ill, or 
would they arraign the wisdom of Providence for not 
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^ having made them dumb ? If they did not push their 
proposition to this extent, their declamation, about the 
licentiousness of the Press was mere nonsense. The li- 
berty of the Press was said to be dangerous : no doubt it 
was very dangerous, and so were equal laws, and a free 
trade, and a permanent settlement ; so were truth, know* 
ledge, education, improvement, and all the benefits de^ 
rived from fair and honourable rule. All these were 
dangerous, nay, fatal to despotic government; and no* 
thing there was safe, but silence, ignorance, darkness, 
superstition, sophistry, political lying, and Censcmhips. 
It was not necessary to dilate on the nature and advan- 
tages of a Free Press; suffice it to observe^ that the mo^ 
nq[>oly of knowledge was, of all other monopolies, the 
most injurious to society. It left the Government without 
any check, and it deprived the mother country of all 
information but such as was derived from servants paid 
tind pensioned by Government The consequence was, 
that the governing power of this country was very igno- 
rant of the state of British India. 

'' A Censorship, he had already said, was the favourite 
offspring of civil and religious despotism, of the intolerant 
Inquisition; therefore entirely opposed to the manners, 
<:ustoms, and laws of the tolerant Hindoos: and he 
should conclude by reminding gentlemen, that a Free 
Press was first founded by their wise and bold ancestors, 
in that great city in which he was now speaking. Any 
attempt to establish a Censorship in this countiy (and he 
had heard that such a thing was in the wild and mad 
<:ontemplationof a person now at the head of Government) 
could not be top strongly reprobated. The establishment 
of a Censorship here would be far more pernicious than 
the repeal of Magna Charta or the Bill of Rights. Like 
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those wcred charters, the Liberty of the Press wttait fun- 
damental {NTiQciple pf our constitution, and any attempt 
to set up a Censprsbip in its place would amQunt tp a 
di»M)lutioa of the con^itntion of England, 

«* Let th^ Compai^ prove then to Asia, not by tbeir 
.biD^tiqg,biitby tb^raots, that the great object of their 
«re was, to improve itbe condition (rf njen of all classen, 
Elects, apd colours* Like the fitmous Free States of 
Xrreece and:Roln^, let them be true and firm in support 
irf* their own freedom ; but, wlSi^e those selfish. monopo- 
lists of liberty, jjet them endeavour to ej^tend the bless^ 
ings they; themselves e^joyeidf to fiU who lived nnder 
Iheir rul^, and even to foreign oatiop^ Su<;h, at l^ast, 
^vas his an^ous ^pe; lapd to j[ive efieqt to it> be, would 
now mov^, ' That all late proce^dii^byithe bow#ir*ble 
the .Court of Pir^tprs cpqcerping the Liberty qf the 
Pre^s,in British ludia, \ke Jaid before the Court pf Pro- 
prietors.' If„ continued Qql Stanhope, an assurance was 
given that no in^enti(Hi of restoring the Censorship^ either 
now or hereafter, existed, he should be ri^oked to hoar 
it He would tbep cheerfully come forward to praise, in 
the warmest t^rm^, the conduct of Government, and he 
would not press his motion, r^ One word ; more. ^He 
trusted gentlemen would hear in mii^lf thatia Free Press 
bad e^istod in times of the greatest difficulty And of the 
most awful danger, under the wisest and most virtuous 
of their governors; and that> after the experience of 
more than twenty yeara of despotism under a Censocibip, 
the liberty of writing had be^ re-established by the great 
Lord Hastings. I«et them,. then, cast aside their pr^u** 
dices. Let them do unto those awarthy nations, those 
hundred milliops cimen, as you would be done by ; and 
beware of the isflux of Asiatic despotism. He should 
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now conclude, reserving to himself the right of answering 
those who might think proper to oppose the motion, or 
rather the principle for which he contended; because for 
the motion itself he cared very little. 

*^ The Hon.'D. Kinnaird saidhe would take the liberty 
t>f seconding the motion, as a matter of form. He was not 
4kt all aware df any proceedmgs on this subject, that might 
with propriety, be laid before the Court at the present 
moment At the same time, so entirely did he agree in 
illl'tbat the honourable gentleman had aaid, thinking that 
be-haid on!y done strict^nd'fair justice to the Marquis of 
Hastings in the sentiments he had expressed concerning 
his conduct on this and all other points connected with 
fiis government, and 'fiiUy coinciding in the tribute 
-he paid to the private character of this distinguished 
Nobleman, he was certainly ^ery anxious that an oppor- 
tunity should be afforded to pledge the Court of Proprie- 
tors to uphold a-system, by which tbe present Grovernor- 
<ireneral bad more immortalized his name than by any 
other measure he bad adopted. It rarely happened that 
men were placed in such a flituation as enabled them to 
^ive effect to their dearest wishes ; but the Marquis of 
Hastings had been placed in' that fortunate situation, and 
iie had wisely availed himself df it He seconded the 
-motion witb pleasure, because it gave him an opportunity 
of stating, that the course pursued by the Governor- 
General with respect to the Liberty of the Press formed 
one prominent ground on wbidi he hoped, at no distant 
period, to be called on to auppert a motion from the 
Chair, ^'Tbat tbe thanks of the Proprietors be given to the 
cMarqciis of Hastings, for the wisdom and liberality of his 
civil *ai4ffiinistrati(m/ He conceived that tbe Noble Mar- 
ffsh& deserved more J thanks for bis civil policy, und ft* 
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ibis enlightened act amongst the rest, than he did even for 
his military achievements. He seconded the motion for 
the purpose of giving effect to what he understood to be 
the object of the honourable proprietor, that of procuring 
the sanction of the Court to the principle which he had 
laid down ; and he willingly challenged discussion on a 
system which he believed, would form the best and surest 
foundation for the future greatness and stability of their 
Indian empire. 

^' Mr. Chalmers felt himself called on to move the 
previous question, because he thought, under all the cir- 
cumstances, it was not necessary nor advisable that the 
motion should be carried. He knew, as well as any man, 
the importance of the Liberty of the Press ; but he was 
bound to say, at the same time, that he could not regard 
the exercise of that privilege in India, in the same point 
of view that he considered it with respect to England. 
There was no doubt that there could not be a heavier 
restriction on the Liberty of the Press than a Censorship. 
But circumstances, that did not apply to this country, 
might render such a measure necessary in India. How 
stood the fact? The laws with respect to libel might be 
promptly carried into effect in England ; but that was not 
the case in India, where the laws could not be acted on 
in the same manner as in this country. In a case of libel 
in England, the party aggrieved might proceed by civil 
action for damages, or he might file a criminal informa- 
tion. But he was authorized to say, that the courts in 
India had not th^e same jurisdiction which the courts here 
possessed; which jurisdiction tended to correct and con- 
troul the licentiousness of the Press. He was, therefor^ 
of opinion, that a system which could not be endured in 
this country, naight be acted on with wisdom and justice 
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in India. NoWf though he was not dissatisfied at the removal 
of the Censorship by the Marquis of Hastings, be could 
not consent that a pledge should be entered into to pre- 
vent its being renewed at a future period if it were found 
necessary. With respect to the Censorship itself, it cer- 
tainly did not possess all those odious features which the 
honourable proprietor had described, nor did he think it 
ever had, or ever could produce such consequences as he 
bad stated. He did not believe that the Government 
would permit the Censor to repress literary merit, or to 
hinder the publication of any thing that was not abso- 
lutely mischievous. 

'* The honourable proprietor had alluded to Magna 
Charta and the Bill of Rights in the course of his speech, 
as being of less value than that unbounded Liberty of the 
Press which he wished to be established in India* But 
he ought to recollect the nature of our tenure'there. - We 
had, from small beginnings, formed a mighty empire, and 
that despotism, to a certain extent, must exist there, few 
people would be bold enough to deny. Besides, it was 
congenial with the disposition of the natives, who were 
never accustomed to any other species of government 
No man could have less personal reason than himself to 
eulogize the Indian Government, because he had never 
asked or received any favour or benefit from it ; but he 
would be unjust if he did not take this opportunity to 
declare that the most extensive facilities were granted by 
that Government to persons who resided peaceably in 
India, without ofiering offence to the state. He had; 
himself left Bombay and settled at Madras ; he had even 
changed his profession, and became a lawyer, without 
receiving the slightest molestation from" Government ; 
and he thanked them for their liberality and magna- 
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nimity in not hffrifig noticed him. He had aeent in the 
newspapets there a great many things which he was sure 
disgraced the Press ; and be knew, beyond a doubt, that 
Goyermnent bad endured a great deal of obloquy* He 
recollected one geatlefidan, who was in the profession of 
the law there, and who^ bad he pursued that profession, 
posaessed talents that must have etisiijred his fortune ; but» 
mstead of taking that course, be del up a news^per^ to 
observe on the coadUct and aflhirs of ijM Oovemment,! 
^itb which he bid nothing to do^ Though be was a 
clever man^ be coidd not be supposed capable of judging 
of the motives which led Government to adopt particular 
HKtfures; and^ ^ vTas generally the case^ when he did 
altaoapt to judge of them^ be always viewed them in a 
ditedrantageauft lights As he could perceive no necessi^ 
fof urging the motion, he begged leave to move the pie« 
vidus questibn« 

^ The CHaiJticjiM stated that he wished to say a few 
woMs, vi^hieb wauld^ perha^, shorten the discussion on 
tbat sulgectf If he understxKKl the hoooumble proptietor 
eorrectly, be said^ that if there existed nd intention to 
alter the present state of things with respect to the 
Asiatic PriBss^ he would not persist In his motion* 

^ Cdl. Sta^hofb aaid^ that if theie existed no inten* 
lion to re-erect the Gensorship^ either now or at a^y future 
period^ tiiat Ih^ he should m% press his motion; but 
that if an intention tx> restote the Cwsorsbip was enter* 
Sained^ then he certainly would presa it^ because k was 
his intention to proceed further in the business.* 

<^ The GhaykbcaiI stated tM it was totally out of his 
power to say what might be dooie in future ;| but as far as 
be hnew the sentimentn of the Court <tf Dit'ectori^ m 
shkH mnntian now ecdst^^ I/>eking ta this cir€umstaqce« 
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and considering the ddicacy of the subject^ on which a 
variety of opinions necessarily prevailed, be hoped the 
hononrable proprietor would consent to withdraw bis 
motion. 

** CoL Stanhopg said that he withdrew it with pleasure 
after that pledge ; he meant the pledge the hcmourable 
Chairman had given. He did not refer to his own words, 
bat to those of the honourable Chairman. 

^The CHAimscAV said, be could not pledge himself as 
to the future ; but no intention existed, for any thing he 
knew, to renew the measure at the present time. 

^ Thie Hon. D. KtinrAiRi> expressed his acquiescence 
in the withdrawal of die motion s and he would put it to 
the honourable proprietor, whether what had fdlen ftom 
tbe honourable Chairman ought not to be fully satisfactory 
to his own mind t 

^* Mr. LowMDBs hoped the subject would not be drop« 
ped until he made some observations in defence of the 
Marquis WeHesl^. 

'< Th6 Chairmait ccmceived the motion to be now 
withdrawn.*' * 

Though the motion had been thus witibdrawn, Messts. 
Grant, Jackson, and Lowndes made speeches on the 
sul]|}ect of tbe Indian Pmss. Or attempting to answer 
them, I was called to •order, and cocild not obtain a bear* 
iag« These goittemen tpoke as fottows : 

•• Mr. LowvDBB wished to say a few woi^s with respect 
to tbe Liberty of libe Press in India. He would not let 
it go forth without commient that the Marquis Wellesley 
had a«t iq> a syatefn whidi the Marquis of Hiistings 



• Amtl^Mmmit (18«U) Xlt. pp. 107—104. 
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deemed it necessary to abolish. But look to the situa-* 
tion of India, when the Marquis Wellesley adopted the 
Censorship: it was in the same revolutionary state in 
which this country was plunged twenty-five years ago; 
and he thought, under these circumstances, it was neces- 
sary to put a straight waistcoat on the writers there, to 
prevent them from destroying the Government, and 
receiving the property of the Company. Mr. Wilberforce 
had recently said, that this Company of merchants not 
only governed 80,000,000 of subjects, but governed them 
well ; and if they did govern them well, was it not in 
consequence of the power the Wellesley family established 
in India? When the Marquis Wellesley instituted the 
Censorship, he did so because India was in a very differ- 
ent state from that in which it appeared at present Itwas 
assailed by tempests and storms; but now the storms were 
blown over, and it might be proper for the Marquis of 
Hastings to adopt a different course. 

*^ Mr. R. Twining put it to the honourable Chairman, 
whether this discussion ought not to be terminated. The 
honourable proprietor was arguing on a matter which 
related solely to a motion that had been withdrawn, and 
therefore he was out of order. 

** Mr. Lowndes. — Surely the honourable gentleman 
will see the propriety of not letting a slander go out 
against the Marquis Wellesley, who was described as the 
despot of the Press. There was an obvious reason for 
withdrawing the Censorship now, which was, that he had 
subdued our enemies in India by his wise government, 
and therefore less danger was to be apprehended from a 
change of system. 

" As the Court was breaking up, Mr. Grant offered 
himself to the notice of the Chairman^ requesting to be 
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allowed to address a few words on the importaDt subject 
before them, which could not, he thought, be with piro* 
priety left to terminate as it then stood. He said, that 
when it was proposed to withdraw a motion which had 
been submitted to the Court, the leave of the Court was 
requisite to that end; this bad not yet been regularly 
given, and therefore he did not conceive that he was out 
of order in claiming the attention of the Court for a short 
time. 

'' It was not his wish, in the least degree, to provoke 
discussion by any observation which might £&!! from him; 
he felt, on the contrary, that discission ought to be 
avoided, because this was one of the most critical and 
important subjects that could possiUy engage the attention 
of the Government of this country, or of the East-India 
Company, and therefore to be approached with the 
greatest caution and deliberation. So considering it, he 
was well content. that the motion should be withdrawn; 
but the circumstances under which this was done should 
be correctly known, otherwise an erroneous idea of what 
bad passed might, by means of the reports which would 
appear iu the different newspapers, be very widely disse- 
minated through India as well as this country ; and from 
these it might be inferred that the Court both acquiesced in 
the statements and reasoning of the honourable proprietor, 
and that the Directors remained under some pledge to 
make no change in the regulations for the Press as they 
at. present stood; he wished, therefore, to enter his 
decided protest against each of those statements. He was 
not, however, friendly to any harsh or unnecessary restriction 
on the Liberty of the Press; nor did he mean, in entering 
his protest, to impugn the motives of the honourable 
proprietor who introduced the subject. He did. not 
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question that his tm^ives w)ere of a publk>6pirited nature, 
but he could pot acquiesce iu the honourable proprietor's 
history of the Press in India, being convinced that, from 
beginning to end, he was thistaken in his statement of facts. 
He himself (Mn Grant said) had served the Company 
several years in India, and under those governments to 
which the honourable gentleman iiad referred — the go- 
vernments of Mr. Hastings and <^ the Marquis Comwallisi. 
He had not been an inattentive observer of what occurred 
in that country during his residence there, and he certahily 
knew nothing of the existence of that freedom of the 
Press, whiph the honourable proprietcMr had asserted; 
nothing, indeed, of that kind was then either established 
or claimed ; on the contrary, he thought he recollected 
an instance of Lord Cornwallis's sending an European out 
of the country for the liberty he assumed in some misuse 
of the Press ;* asnd he vi^ll remembered that Lord Teign- 
mouth had shipped for England the editor df a newspaper, 
who had advertized a pamphlet on the ** rights" or the 
** wrongs" of the army, at a time when the temper of its 
officers vras in a very critical state. 

<' With respect to that freedom of the Press which the 
honourable member had represented as existing under 
the Native Government^ it was an idea perfectly new to 
him, and he believed to every gentleman who ever re- 
sided in India, and was acquainted with the character of 
that Government In fact, there was under it no Press 
at all, but freedom of discussion, in any form, was utterly 
unknown to the genius of the Government and of the 

• '* The honourable ex-director has since expressed a doubt wbetber 
the case to which he alluded should not lia?« been referred to Lord 
Wellesl^'s government*' 
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people. The iionouraUe member likewise appeared eii^ 
tireiy to iniscoiceive the sitoattion ia which the Eagtish 
Press ID Bengal was placed at die present moment, and 
the nature of the measure which Lord Hastings had 
adopted in relation to it What had the Marquis of 
Hastings really done ? He had done one thing, and he 
had done no more: he had withdrawn the examinatbn 
of English newspapers by an officer of the Oovemmient, 
luusdiy called a Censor, but the principles and rules by 
which that officer had been directed to regulate bis exa- 
minatioil, were still in &roe. The Noble Manjuis, in 
withdrawing the former order to editors of Englieh new«« 
papers, to submit their papers before publication to the 
inspection of a Censor, bad imposeid on them the obsenr^ 
anoe of the same rules by which jbbeir papers were to be 
legtttlated before the duties of the officer were dispensed 
with. The editor «f a newspaper was noit <now obliged 
to cpmmunicate the contents of his paper to a Censor 
befim he published it, but the rules and restrictions «n-* 
der which he was before allovv^d to pubUsh w^re atill 
prescribed to him ip writing m the guide x>f his conduct^ 
and thus rematned in foice just as before^ all which the 
ncocds of tbe Company would prove. Such was the 
present state iof the case, and he thought it was <nvly just 
to the Marqws of Bastings that the veal fact should be 
known. With f^ect to the alteration whi<rii had taketi 
place by suppcessing Abe Censorship, it ^was a point on 
which, ctf course, 4ii;iei«ities of opinion might exist He 
did not laeafi to discuss it. In his opinion, tbf freedom 
of the Press was ^one of the most important stdyects that 
could be agitated by any government, and to no govern^ 
ment could it be so delicate, so dil^cidt, and so import 
taat, as to their Indian Government Whatever imight 
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have been the idea of the Marquis of Hastings in with-* 
drawing the Censorship, it was clear that he still main- 
tained the original restrictions by which the English 
Press of Bengal had been governed. It was not indeed 
to be supposed that a man of his large views, and his 
talents for government, would throw open the Press of 
India, free of all restraint, in the manner that had beea 
supposed ; such an act would be contrary to that pru«> 
dence, foresight, and vigour, which other measures of bi» 
administration had evinced. He did not himself wish (Mr. 
Grant said) to propose any restriction on the present state of 
the Press; but he was desirous that the public should 
know how the case now really stood, and he was ex- 
tremely anxious to deprecate any premature or unneces* 
sary discussion of this question. Had the Liberty of the 
Press in India been as unrestrained as the honourable 
proprietor supposed it to be, still he should think it very 
unadvisable to introduce the first discussion on that ques- 
tion in a popular assembly like the present, uninformed 
as many gentlemen must be on the subject. He was 
therefore glad that the honourable proprietor had thought 
fit to withdraw his motion; but he hoped it was not 
withdrawn under an idea of an implied acquiescence in 
his statements, or to what he had now briefly to advert, 
in the second place, under a supposition that the judg- 
ment of the Court of Directors, with respect to this ques-^ 
tion, was to be confined or restricted in future. In this 
respect they must be understood to remain entirely with- 
out any pledge, given or implied. Nothing should be 
assumed beyond what the honourable Chairman had said, 
namely, that the Court of Directors had no proposition 
relative to this subject under consideration. He (Mr. 
Grant) believed that to be the fact : he said he believed 
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it, because as he was not at present in the Court of Direc^ 
tors, he could not speak from his oum immediate knowledge. 
He again deprecated a hasty discussion of the question in 
that Court ; it could not, he conceived, produce any prac- 
tical advantage, and might lead to mischievous conse- 
quences. The natives of Bengal had began to issue 
publications from the Press in their own language. Let 
the effect of this experiment, and of the progressive dif- 
fusi<m of information throughout India by means of the 
Press, be vigilantly observed, and the regulations which 
existing circumstances may require be then timely pro- 
vided, fie was, for one, willing that publicity should be 
]given in India to useful productions on all proper sub- 
jects; but to say that the Indian Press should be placed 
in such a state as that any man, however desperate in 
fortune or principles, should be left at liberty to work by 
an engine of such mighty power on the native mind, to 
stir up and to inflame the prejudices of a Hindoo popu- 
lation, either in feivour of claims of their own, or in 
^ opposition to a government of foreigners, would be most 
needlessly and unwisely to expose our own security. It 
would be something, he might almost say, like permitting 
the approach of a man with a lighted match in his hand 
to a barrel of gunpowder. With these sentiments, and feel« 
ing the most decided objection to the discussion of the 
question at present, he must repeat that he was well 
satisfied the motion should be withdrawn.* 

'' Mr. R. Jackson was extremely glad that the ho- 
nourable ex-director had taken the trouble to state his 



* This unpremeditated speech was much applauded. The seuti- 
meats of an experienced, intelligent, and honest man must always 
have great weight. 
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sentiments od this occasioo, because be conceived it io 
be a matter of the last moment that wbat had passed 
should be clearly understood. The honourable proprietor 
introduced his motion with this sortof provision^ namely^ 
* If you, the Court of Directors^ will pledge yourselves 
that the Censorship shall neither now nor at any future 
time be renewed, I will withdraw my proposition, but 
not else.' Now, if it were to go forth to the counUy^ 
that, on the Directors giving this solemn pledge the 
honourable gentleman had condescended to withdraw bis 
motion, it would seem to sanction the correctness of bis 
historical facts, ^s well as his application of them. In 
bis mind, what fell from the honourable Chairman amount* 
ed to this, and to no more : * I know of no intention^ of 
no contemplation which at present exists, to undo that 
which the Marquis of Hastings has done; and beyond 
that I do not and cannot pledge myself/ One most 
substantial reason had been given by the honourable 
ex-director who hn^ just sat down for not pressing this 
discussion £urther, and that was the extnem^ delicacy of 
the subject Indeed, the Court of Directoos wi^t safely 
say, ' Considering the delicacy with wbicb it is sur- 
rounded, and the detail of historical facts with which it 
is connected, this is a question of the most momentous 
nature, and ought not to be ligbtly or prematurely moot- 
ed/ The honoumble ex^director bad told them bow the 
Marquis of Hastings had acted; and he ha4 described hk 
proceedings in such a way^ that 9 according to his (Air* Jack" 
son's) idea, fio man wiUd fairly phjecf t» the degree in whkh 
he had magnanimously relieved the Press of India. They 
bad learned, that though the Noble Marquis had with- 
drawn the immediate Censorship, he had not withdrawn 
any of those wise rules and cautions which, in a govemr 
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^ moot like that of India, were esteatial to the welfure of 
the state. It would, indeed, have been unlike his own 
great mind, it wouM have been unworthy of his high 
character as a statesman, if be had withdrawn the Ceo- 
sorahtp in a manner so perfectly unqualified as was stated 
by the hoaourable gentleman. 

^* Col SxAifirHOPE. — I did not say that the Press en- 
joyed imqualified f rteedom. 

*• Mr. B. Jacksov.— Such I Uxk to be the eflFect of 
the honourable proprietor's statement; and I believe I 
afld not solitary in my supposition. 

'^ Col. Stanhops«-^I mentioned the restrictions. 

^' Mr. R. Jacksoit ssid the honourable gentleman had 
indeed alluded to restricttobs, but \m observations went 
to this, that the ' base Censorship' was abolished, and 
that aU persons, English and otherwise, were at liberty 
to write their ideas on all subjects as freely as in this 
country. He had hinuself mentioiied an instance of a 
xaan of very liberal mind, a profound Eastern scholar, 
one of our swarthy subjects, as he had called theni, who 
had written a work for the purpose of reforming the re* 
%ioos psgudices of the yaiious sects of India. Now, 
suppose an European were to make ammadvermon on a 
thousand customs asd habits of tbe Hindoos, which, 
though they might appear to us highly ridiculous, were 
viewed with very different feelings by the Hindoos, would 
not the Marquis of Hastmga, who was at the head of a 
govermnent of opinion, feel it to be a matter of state 
necessity to take immediiri^e steps tfl^ silence and put 
down, if noteiqpatriate,'!^ -diat writer, as a perscKi whose 

* The Govtmor-Gtoersd nay lead home, but csnnot expatriate a 
inritir. 
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vmtks were likely to produce dangerous consequences to 
the British interests ? 

** If be might be allowed to draw an inference from 
what bad fallen from his honourable friend, (Mr. Kin- 
naird,) it seemed as if this act of removing the Censorship 
was to be so identified with the civil proceedings of the 
Marquis of Hastings, as to be the principal ground for a 
vote of that Court thanking him for his civil administra- 
tion. As one of the most grateful and ardent admirers 
of that Nobleman's conduct, he would be very sorry if it 
were to be understood, in any quarter, that those who 
denied merit to that particular proceeding, must, there- 
fore, withhold their approval from the other great acts of 
his administration. He made this remark because, though, 
8f>eaking for himself, he most cordially approved of the 
removal of the Censorship, yet he knew that very sensible 
people differed on the subject They knew, from what 
had passed in the House of Commons, that a majority of 
the Court of Directors did not feel cordial towards this 
act of the Noble Marquis ; and though Mr. Canning did 
n0t countenance a paragraph which was proposed for India, 
and which would, to a certain degree, have been condemna' 
^o»y rf ^f^ conduct of the Marquis of Hastings on this point, 
it was plain that a difference of opinion subsisted among the 
Directors on this point. He should, therefore, regret, 
whenever a proposition of thanks to the Noble Marquis 
for his civil administration should be brought forward, 
which he for one would hail as ardently as any man, if 
this particular measure were so to be placed as to prevent 
those who joined in praising every other part of his con- 
duct, from cordially and unanimously supporting such a 
motion. He was satisfied, for his own part, that the 
change had been efiected under circumstances of such 
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extreme circumspection, that, though the odium was got rid 
of, the security remained. But supposing the honourable 
gentleman to have persisted in his motion, he ought to 
have stated to what purpose he meant to apply these 
papers if they were granted. 

" The peculiar circumstances in which the proprietors 
constitutionally stood, was such, that whatever view the 
honourable gentleman might have had, they in that Court 
could not interfere otherwise than by way of recommen- 
dation, since it was not in their power to originate a single 
paragraph to India. He certainly should have thought 
it fair, if the honourable gentleman had persisted in his 
motion, to have inquired of him what use he meant to 
make of those documents, that the proprietors might 
know whether he had any object in view which could be 
legally accomplished in that Court He was glad the 
honourable gentleman had withdrawn his motion with- 
out any such promise or pledge as had been alluded to. 
He trusted that the gentlemen who reported their pro- 
ceedings so correctly for the newspapers, would be parti- 
cular in noticing the qualified statement of the honourable 
Chairman : it would then appear that the motion was not 
withdrawn under any pledge or promise, but on an inti- 
mation that there was no thought or intention of revoking 
the concession of what the Marquis of Hastings had 
done. 

** The Hon. Mr. Elphimstone said a few words, in a 
very low tone of voice. We understood him to approve 
of the withdrawal of the motion. 

" The Court then adjourned." ♦ 

These speeches, could I have obtained a fair hearing, 
might have been answered in a few words. Mr. Grant 

• AiMe Jwmua^Xli. pp. 1^5— l6S. 
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statefd, tiiat the Liberty of the Press had not existed 
in the time of Lord Cofnwallis, and as a proof of it 
he mentioned an instance of that Noble Lord having 
Sent a perk^n home ^ for the liberty he sssunaed in the 
misuse of the Press." The worthy ex-direcUn* has since 
expressed a dfoubt whether the ease to which he alluded 
should not hate been referred to Lord WMeiley. He 
next nientioned Lord Teiignmouth having ''shipped for 
England the editor o^ a newspaper who had advertised 
a pamphlet on the * righis* and • wrongs* of the army, at 
a time when the temper of its officers was in a very criti- 
cal state.** But has^ Mr. Grant never heard of persons 
being shipped from Englanci to Botany-bay {6t similar 
offences ? Had he been in Court a little sooner, be would 
have heard read the Asmtic MitiW of the lith of Jun^ 
1794, which contained animadversions on the Court of 
Directbrs, on Lord Comwallis, on the Biatavian Govern- 
ment, on the I^aval and Military CommatiderMn-Chief, 
&c. ; and ail this appeared in one sbe^t umder the wise 
administration of Lord Teignmouth. Mr. Grant steted, 
th^at no freedom of writing had existed under the Native 
Governments. That was an assertion contradicted by 
Dow, Ferishta, and in the pages' of the best Naitite 
historians. 

Mr. Randle Jackson asked what Aiture steps. I meant 
to take. He had no right to expect that his advenMuy 
would apprize him of his mode of attack. Had I, how- 
ever, been allowed to speak, I should have gratified the 
learned gentleman's curiosity, by declaring an inter- 
minable war against the system, an(d a resolution to 
expose before the Court, on every fiiir occasion, some bad 
act iHustrative of the evBs that exist under a Censorship 
I also might have given a rough but true sketch of those 
subsidiary stides which Lord Wettesley had reduced, 
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under preteDce of their requiring a radical reform ; and 
no doubt, bis Lordsbip would bave acted up to bis prin- 
ciple. Nor could I bave omitted to portray tbe soft 
pageant of Hydrabad rioting in luxury, surrounded by 
his female guards,* and by the discipline and the nerve 
and the iron of British soldiers, and by three millions of 
licentious, starvii^ sutyects, doomed to that living curse, 
anarchical despotism — a curse that could not prevail with 
the toleration of free discussion. 

Mr. Lowndes accused me of slandering Lord Welles- 
ley. That was a heavy charge. Lord Wellesley^had set 
up a' Censorship in Asia, of which Mr. Lowndes ap- 
proved, and then called me slanderer for merdy stating the 
fact. Perhaps tbe gentleman calling me so was the slan- 
derer. However, as Mr. Lowndes could not bear to have 
an English ruler censured fof having established a mental 
despotism, 1 will endeavour to conciliate him by giving 
tfaat Nobleman due praise. In the Marquis's career in 
tbe East, there were» indeed, prominent features which 
all must admire. He distributed his e:ttensive patroiiage 
with a just and liberal attention to the public interest, and 
with excellent discrimination; he founded a noble College 
at Calcuttar— a monument the most appropriate to com- 
memorate the fame of a scholar ; and he mastered a 
hostile coalition of nations, aided by the genius and daring 
of France. 

1 cannot conclude this' Section without remarking, that 
the speakers thus differing with me on the influence of a 
i^ree Press, all profbssed to approve that magnantmbtis 
act of Lord Hastings, the abolition of the base Censorship. 



« Tbe NiiAA \ku n Ngiinettt »f wMicn Iik gotrd ha persoi. 
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SECTION IX. 
Animadversions on the Asiatic Press in England. 

** To such men a whole generation of haman beings are of no more 
consequence than a frog in an air pump.**— Buribe. 

In August, 1821, there appeared in the Asiatic Jout' 
nal, an attack on the freedom of the Indian Press. It 
was reputed to be written by a distinguished Member of 
the Court of Directors, and forms the first article in the 
following correspondence : 

•* To the Editor of the Asiatic Journal. 

** Sir, — A friend of mine, who attended the meeting 
of Proprietors of East-India Stock at the India-House 
yesterday, has reported to me the substance of the speech 
of the honourable gentleman who moved for the produc- 
tion of papers on the subject of the restrictions on the 
freedom of the Press in India, together with the outline 
of the speeches of the seconder of the motion, and of the 
honourable Proprietor who spoke in reply. 

'< It aiSbrds me great pleasure to learn that the latter 
honourable gentleman, with that accuracy and ability 
which so eminently distinguish him, demonstrated the 
error of most of those assertions, and supposed historical 
facts, on which the arguments of the honourable Mover 
were mainly founded. If I had happened to be present 
on that occasion, I should have felt it to be my duty to 
follow up what that gentleman so successfully urged, by 
the statement of a fact, bearing strongly on the question, 
which came within my own personal knmuledge. I 
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therefore beg leave to state it to you, for the purpose of 
being inserted in your useful Journal, and for the eventual 
consideration of those gentlemen, who, allured by the 
attractive theories displayed in the debate of yesterday, 
may be advocates for the unrestricted liberty of the Press 
in India. 

** During the administration of the late Lord Minto, 
various tracts in the Persian, Hindoostanee, and Ben- 
gailee languages, vilifying the character of the Maho- 
medan Prophet and his religion, and exposing his impos-^ 
tures as well as the absurdities of the Hindoo mythology, 
and the frauds and artifices by which the Brahmins exer- 
cise a mental tyranny over their credulous votaries, were 
printed at the Press of the Missionary Society, at Seram* 
pore, for the purpose of being circulated among the 
native inhabitants of our provinces, although (as subse- 
quently explained) without the knowledge and concurrence 
of the truly respectable members of that Society. 

** The language of these tracts, especially of those 
which related to the religion of the Mabbmedans, was in 
the highest degree offensive. Fornuately, however, before 
these dangerous productions had got into circulation, the 
Government adopted the most prompt and energetic 
measures for the suppression of them. The missionaries 
readily surrendered all the copies of these inflammatory 
works remaining in their hands, and gave a solemn assu- 
rance (to which they have religiously adhered) never 
again to permit similar works to issue from their Press. 

*^ Can any one. Sir, who is acquainted with the cha- 
racter of the native population of India, doubt the conse- 
quences which the unchecked diffusion of these pet*ni- 
cious tracts among the Mahomedans and Hindoos of our 
provinces would have produced ?— * Touch the religion 
of the Mahomedan,' says the late Rev. Claudius Bu- 
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chanan, * and he draws tm da^er/ When the form of 
a turban proved an engine sufficiently powerful, in the 
hands of a few mischievous and designing men, to effect 
a combination of our native soldiery for the murder of 
their officers, is it to be supposed that the instrumentality 
of these works would not have been employed for a 
similar purpose, or that works of that description would 
not, independently of any collateral excitement, have 
roused the latent fanaticism of the bigoted MuasulHian 
or Hindoo ? 

*' Sir, little doubt can, I think, be entertained, that if 
the Local Government had not peremptorily and effeo 
tually exerted its authority, the most serious consequences 
would have ensued. We owe it to the existence of that 
systematic controul over the Liberty of the Press, which 
was the subject of the honourable proprietor's vitupera^ 
tive eloquence, and to its seasonable and authoritative 
exerciser on that occasion, that this danger was averted. 
The freedom of the Press might otherwise have let loose 
the dagger and the sword, and British India might have 
exhibited, on a much wider scale, the horrors which have 
lately taken place at Manilla. 

*'With a view to shew that the highest British au.^ 
thority in India, far from being an advocate for the 
freedom of the Press in the existing condition of society 
in that country, is sensible of the necessity of imposing 
restrictions upon it, I subjoin a copy of rules which 
were established for the guidance of the editors of the 
newspapers under the orders of the present illustrious 
and enlightened Governor*General, when the Censorship 
of the Press was abolished ; and which were circulated 
amongst all the editors in Calcutta, and subsequently 
published by the Editor of the Calcutta Government 
Gazette. 
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^ * The editors of newspapers are prohibited from pub- 
tishing any matter comii^ under the following heads : 

" * Ist Animadversions on the measures and proceed- 
ings of the honourable Court of Directors, or other 
public authorities in England connected with the Go- 
vernment of India ; or disquisitions on political transac- 
tioDfs of the local administration, or o£fensive remarks 
levelled at the public conduct of the Members of the 
Council, of the Judges of the Supreme Court, or of the 
Lord Bishop of Calcutta. 

** ' dd. Disc^ssions having a tendency to create alarm 
or suspicion among the native population of any intended 
interference with their religious opinions or observances. 

** * dd. The republication from English or other news- 
papers, of passages coming under any of the above 
heads; or otherwise calculated to affect the British 
power or reputation in India. 

*^ * 4tb. Private scandal, and personal remarks on indi- 
viduals^ tending to excite dissension in society.' ^ 
^* J am. Sir, your most obedient servant, 
^' An O^d Indian, and Propribtor of East-India 
Stock.'** 

*• To the Editor of the Asiatic Journal. 
** Sir :— Tour last Journal contains a letter from an 
Old Indian^ on the subject of the Asiatic Press. The 
venerable gentleman, too feeble, perhaps, to attend to bis 
duty in the Court of Proprietors when the matter was 
discussed, and too inert or too blind to read the report 
of the proceedings, employs his friend to narrate to him 
' the otti/iW of the Debate, and then comments on it 
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with full confidence. Now, if the powers of the Old 
Indian be so absolute that he can even reason without 
premises, I must bow to his authority. 

" When, however, the Old Indian throws aside bis 
high attributes, and reasons from facts, I may then ven- 
ture to contend with him in argument * During the 
administration of Lord Minto,' says the Old Indian, * va- 
rious tracts in the Persian, Hindoostanee, and Bengallee 
languages, vilifying the character of the Mahomedan 
Prophet and his religion, and exposing his impostures, 
as well as the absurdities of the Hindoo mythology, and 
the frauds and artifices by which the Brahmins exercise 
a mental tyranny over their credulous votaries, were 
printed at the Press of the Missionary Society at Seratn- 
pore, for the purpose of being circulated among the 
Native Inhabitants of our provinces, although withotit 
the knowledge and concurrence of the truly respectable 
members of that Society/ 

«* The former part of the statement, notwithstanding 
its apparent tone of exaggeration, may be grafted on 
truth. But the latter part bears internal proof of your 
Correspondent being here again misled by hearsay evi- 
dence ; for who will believe that such worthy men as 
Dr. Carey and Mr. Ward would, to serve any end, aver 
that tracts on such a subject, and intended to circulate 
among sixty millions of men, had been printed in their 
house, and under the latter person's official superintend- 
ance, without their knowledge and concurrence? On 
the contrary, will not every body conclude that these 
Missionaries considered the tracts as useful, and were 
anxious to give them a wide currency? * The language 
of these tracts,' continues the Old Indian, * especially 
of those whicti related to the religion of ihe Mahomedans, 
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waB in the highest dq^ree offensire. Fortunately, how-^ 
ever, before these dangerous productions bad got into 
circulation, the Government suppressed them.* By this 
* seasonable and authoritative exercise this danger was 
averted/ or * the freedom of the Press might otherwise 
have let loose the dagger and the sword/ ' Touch the 
religion of the Mahomedan/ says Buchanan, * and he 
draws his dagger.— When the form of a turban proved 
an engine sufficiently powerful in the hands of a few 
mischievous and designing men, to effect a combination 
of our native soldiery for tiie murder of their officers, 
is it to be supposed that the instrumentality of these 
works would not have been employed for a simitar pur- 
pose, or that works of that description would not, inde- 
pendently of any collateral excitement, have roused the 
latent fanaticism of the bigoted Mussulman or Hindoo ?' 
To this last question I answer. No ! I contend that the 
government which rigidly adheres to the great princi|des 
of religious liberty, has nothing to fear from the influence 
of a Free Press, restricted, as all rational liberty must 
be, by wholesome laws. I shall endeavour to prove the 
reasonableness of my assertion. 

'' It is not abstract reasoning. Old Indian, whicb 
excites religious animosities and civil wars ; it is a med« 
dling policy, enforced by penal statutes and persecution^ 
Observe how peaceably persons of all persuasions as80« 
ciate in every country where religious liberty prevails. 
In England and in America Jews and ChristiaDS, and in 
Hindostan, Mahomedans and Hindoos live in amity, 
though the sacred writings of each set denounce and 
pass sentence on all other sects. The I8th article of the 
Church of England expressly states, that * they also are 
to be had accursed, that presume to say that every man 
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shall be saved by the law of sect which he professetb, 
so that he be diligent to frame bis life according to that 
law, and the light of nature : for Holy Scripture doth 
set out unto us only the name of Jesus Christ, whereby 
men must be saved.' The Bible Societies and the good 
Missionaries of Serampore are, notwithstanding ibis 
denunciation, engaged in translating our Scriptures into 
every Eastern language, and dispersing them over all 
parts of Asia and of Africa. 

*^ Numerous instances might be adduced, to sbew bow 
harmless freedom of discussion is, where the Government 
acts, as our Indian Government does, in the true spirit of 
religious freedom. I have read of a missionary at Ceylon 
preaching the word of the Gospel before Mussulnms 
and others in a mosque. This was indeed a bigh breach 
of decorum and of religious liberty. And at the ^reit 
fair of Hurdwa I have heard of another fervent mis* 
sionary, who loudly proclaimed the tenets of the Christian 
faith. Hurdwa is the spot where the Ganges, after forcing 
its way through the mountains, enters the plain. Here 
two millions of pilgrims are said once to have assembled, 
and here about three hundred thousand annually meet, 
for the purpose of undergoiiig ablution in the holy 
stream. Now, to preach to, and to brave such a mul- 
titude, in a place to them so sacred, was unlike the 
general prudent conduct of these pious men. It was 
most unwise. Still ' the dagger and the sword' slept 
fast in their scabbards. Rammohun Roy, the great 
Hindoo Reformer, held public monthly meetings in the 
metropolis of our Eastern Empire, for the putpose of 
freely discussing the tenets of the Hindoo religion, and 
the cruelties and polytheism practised under the pre- 
vailing superstition. He is author of many tracts afnd 
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jiiewspaper piMtigrq>faSy ^ exposing Ibe impostures a^ weU 
as the absurdities of the present Hindoo mythology, and 
the frauds and a^ifices by which the Brahmins exercise 
a mental tyranny over their votaries." Rammohun Roy 
tells us, he has translated into the Bengallee and Hin- 
doostanee languages the Vedant, hitherto concealed by 
the Brahmins within the dark curtain of the Sanscrit. 
He has endeavoured to prove that every rite has its 
derivation from the allegorical adoration of the Deity, 
and that He alone is the object of propitiation and wor- 
ship; though at the present day the Hindoo deems Jt 
berei^, and even blasphemy, to assert the Unity of the 
Supreme Being. This wise Brahmin di$tribu.tes his 
work free of cost to his countrymen. 

** S<»ne^ even, of the Mahomedan Emperors permitted 
religious liberty* The £unous Akbar called into his pre- 
i^nce persons of various persuasions, for the purpose of 
fre^y discussing with them the great question of religion* 
He was instructed in the tenets of the Christian faith by 
a missionary from Portugal. To acquire knowledge of 
the Hindoo Creed, be concerted a plan with Abulfazil to 
impose his brother, Feize, upon the Brahmins as a poor 
orphan of their tribe. Feize was accordingly instructed 
by a learned Brahmin at Benares. During his studies 
there, he fell in love with the daughter of his instructor, 
who consented to their union. Moved by gratitude 
towards him, Feize confessed his fraud. He was for- 
given on condition that he would never translate the 
Vedas, or reveal the Creed. Abulfazil, in his introduc- 
tion to the Akbery^ breathes 'the same liberal sentiments 
as his master. *Monarchs,* says the Secretary, 'actu- 
ated by the pride and self-conceit of sectaries, have pro- 
hibited free discussion and inquiry. A regard for self- 
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preservation, therefore, induceB men either to. be sihal, 
or to express themselves in obsqure language, or compels 
them to conform to the temper of the. times; but if 
princes had evinced a disposition to promote the search 
after truth, many illustrious men would have published 
with freedom their sentiments. The monarch's example 
IS a law to all, and thus every sect becomes infatuated 
with its particular doctrines; animosity and dissension 
prevail ; and each man, deeming the tenets of his 3ect 
to be the dictates of truth itself, aims at the destruction 
of all others ; villifies reputation, stains the earth with 
blood, and has the vanity to imagine he is performipg 
meritorious actions. If the voice of reason was attended 
to, mankind would be sensible of their error, and lament 
the weakness which misled them to interfere in the con- 
cerns of each other. Persecution, after all, defeats its 
own ends ; it obliges men to conceal their opinions, but 
produces no change in them.' Where this philosophic 
spirit prevails, nations have not been visited with reli- 
gious wars. Philosophers have, indeed, been represented 
as Atheists. This is a vulgar error, foi[ philosophers love 
religion, and have in all times rendered it essential service, 
by destroying superstition aud fanaticism. To them we 
owe that religious freedom so wisely inculcated by Abul- 
fazil. A spirit of intolerance, on the other hand, never 
failed to produce uncharitableness, and has caused a sea 
of blood to flow in the world. It mattery not whether 
it be exercised in the arbitrary support of true religion, 
or in the suppression of irrational superstition ; whether 
in commanding the pure worship of the Divinity, or in 
attempting to force from the Hindoo's mind his swarm 
of gods. 
" I shall now speak of the massacre at Vellore : a story 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



a9 

big with foUy, wickedness, enterprise, mujrders, and re^ 
venge. To make sepoys shave their faces was as silly an 
.act, as it would be to order the heads of the British army 
to be shaved ; and in obliging Mabomedans to lay aside 
their turbans, to which they attach serious importance, 
and in their stead to wear caps |ike the despised pariah 
druminers, apd with, fronts of leather to th^m, which 
they abominate, we offended against the principles of 
religious liberty, and the policy, of our Indian Govem- 
ment Should the Old Indian be a Catholic, would be 
like to wear a Saracen's turban ? or if a Protestant, to 
have blazoned on his cap the image of the Virgin Mary i 
or, if a Jew, : to have it embellished with a cross ? And 
if not, can he be surprised that fiery and bigoted .Maho« 
medan soldiers should be provoked by similar indigni* 
ties ? It was not, however, * the form of the turban* 
that roused the soldiery to murder the officers at VeL^ 
lore, but an active interference in a part of their dress 
which affected their religious feelings, and a political 
attachment to an unfortunate Prince. In proof of this, 
we know that the form of the turbans of the whole 
3engal army has lately been changed, and not a murmur 
has ensued. 

"Hence, on the evidence of experience, it appears that 
every danger is to be apprehended from intolerance and 
religious interference, and none from a Free Press,^ con- 
trouled by wise laws purely administered. 

'^ I am. Sir, yovir most bumble servant, 
" Leicester Stamhope. 

" London, Aug. 15, 1821."* 
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*« To the Editor of the Asiatic Joamal. 

** Sir :— As the Honourable Advocate for the Freedom 
of the Press in India has been pleased to notice my ad- 
dre9s to you on that sul^t, I think it necesary to dflfer 
a few brief remarks in reply to his comfxients on my 
letter:-— his bantering comments on my assumed cha^ 
tacter, I am Mire he will not himself think deserving of 
notice, and they shall hate none. I can venture, on the 
most credible tiuthority, to affirm that 'the honourable 
{>roprietor is wrong in his conjecture that the misdronaries 
considered the tracts to which I adverted as useful, and 
were anxious to give them a wide currency :« on the con- 
trary, I can assure the honourableproprietorion'the^ame 
authority, that tb^ admitted those tracts to be not only 
liteless, as a means of conversion, but of a tendency de^ 
cidedly dilngerous. Moreover, I have too much respect 
for the characters of the individuals composing the Ana« 
baptist Mission, to disbelieve their assertion, that the 
tracts in question were published without their knowledge 
of the contents of them. 

*• With regard to the efiet^ts which I stated as likely to 
be produced by those scurrilous and offensive tracts, I 
reasoned, not merely from an intimate acquaintance with 
the feelings of the natives of India, especiallly the Maho- 
medans, on religious subjects; but from the representa- 
tion of one of that very class into whose hands a copy of 
one of those tracts had fallen, and by whom those tracts 
which related to the Mahcmiedan religion were brought 
to the notice of Government But as the honourable 
proprietor has denied that tracts of that description, 
issuing from a Press the property of Europeans, were 
calculated to excite the fanaticism of the bigoted Mussul- 
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milti or Hiifdoo, be expects his readers, I o<mcludei to 
consider his ailment of negation sapetior 16 any argU* 
ntt^nt derived irom £&cty analc^/ or experience. I have 
some recollection, asVeli as the honourable proprietor, of 
having heard of a missionary procilaitning the absurdity 
6f the Fugan ^6rship, at Hurdwa, for which, I also heard^ 
he got heartily kicked and pelted; nor is thte this duly 
instance of similar folly and Of similar treatment within 
my remembrance. But it is not to be inferred from these 
fe^ploits of individual folly, that the natives of India will 
patiently submit to the vilification of their faith, syte«* 
matically promulgated under the sancti<m of that Govern* 
tnerit which has guaranteed to them the unmolestcid 
enjoyment of their religious rites and ceremonies; wdl 
fiiust aigiun maintain, that it is the absolute duty of the 
Local 66vemment of India to restrain, by an -a^ of 
i&uthdHty, the Liberty of the Preiis, when it is prostituted 
to purposes so dangerous to the 'public safety sad tran* 
quilltty. The honouhible proprietor has adduced Uie 
ivritings of Rammbbun Roy, as a parallel to the itiiCtB 
which I described, and as a proof of the indifference with 
Which the Hindoos tolerate an attack on their religioas 
faith ; but the position is not correct, and the inference 
is not legitimate. The writitigs of Ranimohtin Roy have 
not 'the most distant resemblance t6 the ti'acts which I 
refer to, as the honbutable proprietor himself would admit, 
if he had perused both. The Hindoos, however, are not 
by any means so easily roused to fanaticism as the Mus- 
sulmans; but, setting thi^ consideration aside, I would 
ask whether the disquisitions of a Hindoo, on subjects of 
his own religion, can have the slightest tendency to excite 
the fanaticism of the professors of that religion against 
Europeans or thef European admibistration ? 
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'^ But, Sir^ in merely noticing tfaeae offensive publica- 
tions, we have been taking a very narrow view of the 
question, of a Free Press in Ii[idia. The state of so- 
ciety, and the nature of the Local Goyemment, are not 
such as to qualify that countiy for the introduction of an 
unlimited Freedom of the Press. When a constitution 
shall be established in India, such as has been the growth 
of ages in Eng^nd ; when a public shall have been formed 
in that country corresponding in its nature and compo- 
sition with a British public ; then let the Press be free 
from the controul of the governing (poirer ; but in the 
actual condition of the European Establishments in India, 
the freedom which is advocated is only calculated to 
disturb the peace and harmony of the community, by 
subserving the purposes of private animosities and petty 
cavils; and to weaken the authority of Government, and 
promote discontent, by discussing the merits of public 
measures, for the conduct of which the Government is 
not responsible (as in England) to the community at laige, 
and. of which that community has not, and, under the 
existing system of the Indian administration, cannot have 
the means of judging, because precluded from access to 
the records, and the deliberations of the governing power, 
in political, militaiy, judicial, fiscal, or any other concerns 
of state, or to the sources of its information relative to 
events and transactions within the limits of its controul 
and cognizance. 

** The honourable proprietor has totally overlooked that 
part of my letter in which I quoted the recorded resolutions 
of the Governor-General in Council, the Marquis of Has- 
tings and his colleagues, in support of the view of the ques- 
tion which I have taken. Why he has omitted to notice this 
material part of my address, he best can tell. That high 
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J iiuthority, 6o far from adTOci^ing tl^e Freedom of the Press 
in India, has positirely prohibited animadversiotis on the 
measures and proceedings either of the Authorities at 
home, or of the Local Govemments abroad : it has strictly 
prohibited discussions having a tendency to create alarm 
or suspicion among the native population, of any intended 
interference with their religious opinions or observances, 
and has even forbidden the republication of passages in 
newspapers from England, coming under any of the pre- 
ceding heads* These restraints on the Liberty of the 
Press were established dt the moment when the Censor- 
ship, the regulations for the guidance of which, I am 
credibly informed, were. Ze^i restrictive than those :.wfaicb 
have superseded them, was (for other reasons than those 
assigned by the honourable proprietor) abolished. f 

** I am sure the honourable proprietor will not deem me 
very pertinacious or unreasonable, when I continue ta 
maintain an opinion which is thus practically supported 
by the highest British authority in India, in opposition to 
his. . I have only to add, that with this letter, the corre^ 
spondence will close on my part . . ^' 

" I remain. Sir, your very obedient servant, 
" Ak Old iMDiANt and Paoprietor op Ea«t-India 
Stock"* 

*' To the Editor of the Asiatic Journal. 

^* Sir :-^The friends of the Asiatic Press have no longer 

to contend with the Old Indian: he has abandoned the 

conflict ; yet, still stubborn to his principles, his last 

words were for despotism. He tells us that the * Indian 

• \^«Mttc JiHO^aZ, XII. Sd9» 340. 
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GovenimcaEiti&iiofc.respOQaibl^ for ite 

acts; but I hold tiiat, as d^> ^iiblk good h. tbe qnly 
legitimate end of govermoeot, it should be eYeiy wher« 
accoimtahie to the i^eofile ibx its conduct. * Wbep/ h^ 
ofaeenres^ fa cooAtttutton shall be established in India, 
such as has been the grpwth of ages in England; when 
a public shall have been formed in that country corri^- 
spondiog in its nature with a British pUUic, then let the 
Press be free.' In this sentim^t I concur, but would, in 
the mean time, hanse it free, to produce this result The 
Old Indian reasons like that fond granny, who would not 
allow her son to bathe, till he could svinu If the p^pte 
of India ase to enjoy no means of «du£^ti<Mi, uid to bavQ 
no Free Press, and none of tfiose institutions which werci 
the sources of our jadvancempnt, till they shall arrive at 
Utopian excellence, then I fear that f even the work of 
ages' will not suffice to effect the ol^ect, unless, indeed^ 
a miracle.be wrought in their favour; wherfsas, with such 
powerful ^ijis, the work will be wonderfully accelecated* 
Here, too, it may be well to ren^ind the Old Indian, that 
the liberties of England are pot of a date so modem as he 
seems to. imagine; however encroached on. by. tyrants, 
they are our old inheritance. We have for them a title 
more ancient than Magna Charta'; for amidst the rigours 
of justice, Alfred preserved the most sacred regard for the 
liberty of his people; and it is a memorable sentiment in 
his will, that it was just that the English should for ever 
remain free as their own thoughts. Hallowed be his 
memory ! 

** I am accused of having overlooked the restrictions 
imposed on the Press. This charge I answer by referring 
the Old Indian to pages 159—161 of your Journal for 
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August last* There I fatve 3poken of these Eestnctioos 
as ddcuhted to perajyae die liberty o£ writings bat ba?e 
proved that they have neyer been acted upon ; and that a 
degree of UcenttonsneaB has prevailed^ such as was never 
tolerated in £n^And;; for at no period could a writer in 
this cpnntiy have with impunity accu^ the Ct^ief M agis-- 
trate of having been accemary to murders. But what of 
this? — Can slanders injure the pure ftme of Hastings? 
No. Let his conduct be scrutinized by our stotesmen and 
our chrmtcters ; let every action of his administration be 
known; probe him deep, countrymen, and you will find 
him, like a British oak, sound to the heart The fact is^ 
that the restrictions were composed to conciliate the pow- 
erful enemies of freedom, and thereby to secure to Asia 
^e permanent benefit of a Free Press. Lord Hastings's 
abditionof the base Censoiship; h» answer to the Ma- 
dras Address,t a paper <tf much later date than the re-* 
BtrictioBs; the free spirit discovered in every day's 
newspap^; and, indeed, the wh<^ tenor of his Lord- 
ship's administration, prove his sincere attachment to a 
Free Press. Should it still be objected, 'Aat there is an 
inconsistency between the restrictions and the answer to 
tiie Addta^ah I reply that there is a seeming inconsistency 
of words, calculated, however, to secure a consistency ^ 
action, ibr the fortberanoe Of a noble end— tbeimprofe-* 
ment and happiness of ndlions. 

^ Having answered liie Old Indian^ permit me now to 
make a few remarks on a letter from Camaticus^ an avowed 
friend cS despoUsm. ' We nnist view,' says he, ^ our 
organisniition of government in India, in aH its branches, 
as m6re appertaining ix> a system of martial rule or law, 

* See supra, pp. dS— 59* t See tftid. pp. 92» S3. 
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than to any other form of govemment't Now this is cer« 
tainly a very melancholy prospect ; for martial law w 
avowedly the worst species of government; it is, in fact,- 
no kw, but the tyrannical will of the strong, and should 
never be resorted to but in cases of extreme necessity.* 
If, as I apprehend, Cwmaticm means military law, that 
agam is said by a crown lawyer to be no law. ' It is 
built,* says Blackstone, * upon no certain principles, but 
is entirely arbitrary in its decisions^ and is in truth no. 
law, but something. indulged rather dian allowed as law.' 
Yet military law here is indisputably authorized by an 
act of the legislature ; and as it comes yearly under the 
review of Parliament, it should be the most perfect of 
their edicts. Be it so or not, military law is undeniably 
better than martial law. Still I think, good Camaticus, 
that out of your Shastres and Khoran, and our Acts of 
Parliament and Regulations, and the vast heaps of com« 
mentariesof Pundits and Gauzees and Doctors^ a soDte- 
what better code might be produced. At all events, 
af^w intelligent and virtuous Europeans and Asiatics 
might, from fidese thousands of voliimes, from all this 
f essence of reason,' abstract a code that would be more 
pleasant to read, be better understood, and less subject to 
be perverted by the sly arts of learned civilians. . Besides, 
I have always been taught that our power consisted more 
in the justice of our rule, than in our physical strength.' 
* If, in the pride of power,' observes Malcolm, * we ever 
forget the means by which it has been attained^ and, 
casting away our harvest of experience, are betrayed by a. 
a rash confidence in what we may deem our intrinsic* 
strength, to neglect those collateral means by which the 

* ^#t4il>e JotcriMi;, XII. 341. 
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fabric of our power in India has been supported, we shall 
with our own hands precipitate the downfal of our au- 
thority.* * What/ asks CarnaHcus, ',would be the conse- 
quence.of the establishment of a printing-office in a camp. 
Cor the promulgation of strictures upon the Chief C!om- 
mander?V&c. And he then very properly answers himself, 
by saying, that * no prudent commander would hesitate 
in getting rid of a nuisance pregnant with so much dan- 
ger.'* .But who besides Cama^ict^ can imagine that our 
Government could long exist, if India be regarded as a 
camp, and martial law be commensurate with our reign ? 

"* What! may we attack in print and in writing our 
civil magistrates and collectors; arraign the conduct. of 
our judges and our military chiefs with impunity ?'t Yes, 
Carnatieus, so. you do.them.no wrong. Tou think it 
would be dange;rous to allow these great personages to be 
attacked by the Press. Would.it not be far more so to let 
them govern like Bashaws, without an adequate controul ? 
Remember, ' Man, of all Jiving things, is most able to hurt 
maiig and, if left to .his own furious passions, the most 
willing.'^: 

'' CamaHcus hns compared the Madras Meeting of 1809 
to that of. 1819. The former was a deliberative military 
assembly ; the latter, a meeting convened by the Govern- 
ment ;for. the purpose of congratulating the Marquis of 
Hastings on the measures of his administrations The 
venerable and . learned Judge . of the Adawlut Court 
presided at the Meeting. TJie question was moved by 
the Advocate, or Attorney-General; a Committee to 



• Atiatie Jawnal, XII. 341. f thid. p. 343. 
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pfepBi9&:zn Addr^fa wa§ tlM» mniad by tbe Obiefl Jostioe 
elthe Adawlut; it consisted, fimoi^ etb^rsv of the fto- 
seAfcCbifif Secfel»ry> tbe HcMa. Company^s Advocatav Md 
tl|e A(]^iftteBt4}eDiHiaU Ttiese great oticevs of Mat0 
BOiutinbed, corrected; and sonctioned the Address, m 
which they apf4aii*ed' I^rd Hastinge fiwrthe diffusion o# 
education, and tbe aboUtion^ of th^ Gi^iMorship. To conir 
pare the Meeting, thereiorc^ of l&m with that of 1819, 
serves but to shevtr thsA poor Garftatiiem is not quite wetl* 
He: might as justly bave compared a hawk to a band- 
saw. 

^ CatfiaHcus has dIsGOvered, that ^in tbe unbecomitig 
strictures and controversy between the late' Ci^Etemof of 
Madras and sopie of the> Advocates* of the Goven»or*Ge^ 
aeral in Calcuttsi, a spirit and temper of tbe Pvess quite 
Baknowa at mxy formev period m India, etioced itoetf 
Ibroug^xnUi every part of the couatryt lb was i90t> merely 
fl^implO' comment^ op animadversion, of ai^* partieutar act 
of tbe^Qneor tbe otbeiv but meetings were held with the 
piMic and, opea atvowatiof aaiertang tke^Freedpot o£ tbe 
Press.'* Well, and what practical EViLaroi&oat of 
tbid spirit; m^ temper^ Have you no case tx>. adduce? 
Ton iyp4 tbe Old Jndian^ have, ransaeked your> leamedf 
l«r«fim: you bave^ asserted kMgely ; you have grafbed: 
esror OHi ftcl/ to giiee it the sembknpe of truth; but 
9Qt: a $ingler imtancei hme you been able toeoi^ure up 
tgaiixst tbe Asiatic- ProBs. (Sov lay youti casebefora' tbe 
I^uisiliiw. Gov consult with tb<^ Grand laquirttor of tbei 
Holy OomtituHonal AssmaiUion^ and theFatbero in. pious, 
conclave assembled ; and, assisted by their new lights. 



* 4siatic Journal, XII. ^44. 
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endeavour ta crush in Asia the rising spirit of impro?e- 
ment 

'' One word more : much has been said against anony« 
moos writers, and those, too, who fight under fiEdse 
colours. I must, however, say, in defence of the Old 
Indian, and of Carnaticus, that they have acted with a 
tfdrt of cautious prudence, in not affixing their English 
names to sentiments so foreign to the character pf Bri- 
tons. 

** I am. Sir, your most humble servant, 

Leicester Stanhope. 
'' London, latk Octoher^ 1821.* 

The worthy Old Indian read the letter, replied to it by 
a graceful shrug of his venerable shoulders, wrapped 
himself in the mantle of his dignity, and walked off in 
i|tately silence, 

, 1.1 I . 11 l> ' I * ■M. I., , . t .. . , , „ * I. • 

• Aiiatic Journal, XII. 429—43 1 . 
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SECTION X. 

' Summary Transportation without Trial. 

• <* The effect! of barefaced prerogative are not the mpat dangeroiis 
to liberty, for this reaaon— the ahtrm they give ia commonly greater 
than the progress they make i and whilst a particular man or two are 
crushed by them, a whole nation b put on its guard/* — OldeutU* 
(Lord Bolingbroke.) 

Bt the 53 rd of Geo. IIL, the Authorities in British 
India may send home any person to the United Kingdom 
mthout being afterwards obliged to prosecute the of- 
fender. 

Mr. Buckingham having offended the Grovemment by 
inserting in his Journal attacks on the Governor of Madras 
and on the Bishop of Calcutta^ was threaUntd to be sent 
home. 

The attack^ so much complained of by the Honourable 
H. Elliott, and for which he demanded redress, was a 
mere ephemeral effusion, a squib that would have hissed 
for an instant and expired, had he not, by endeavouring 
to suppress the harmless sparks, occasioned an explosion. 
A man of heroic spirit alarmed at a little light and noise, 
resembles the mad elephant in fight, whose firm nerve 
nothing can shake but a squib, at the sight and sound of 
which he races off, runs his head against walls or trees, 
and loses all his usual courage and sagacity. The matter 
objected to is as follows : 

" Madras. — ^We have received a letter from Madras of 
the 10th instant, written on deep black-edged mourning 
post of considerable breadth, and apparently made for 
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the oa^ioo; comtqiiiDicatiilg, as a piece of melancholy 
atid afflicting intelligence, the feci of Mn Elliott's being 
confirmed in the government of that Presidency for three 
years longer!! 

''It is regarded at Madras as a public calamity, and 
we fear that it will be viewed in no ot;her light through- 
out India, generally. An anecdote is mentioned in the 
same letter regarding the exercise of the Censorship of 
the Press, which is worthy of being recorded, as a fact 
illustrative of the callosity to which the human heart may 
arrive ; and it may be useful, humiliating as it is to the 
pride of our species, to shew what men, by giving' loose 
to the principles of despotism over their fellows, may at 
length arrive at > 

'' It willbe in the recollection of our readers, that a 
very beautiful and pathetic letter from the late lamented 
Princess Charlotte to herMother, written just previous to 
her death, was printed in the Calcutta Journal about a 
month ago. This was much admired at Madras, as it 
had been here; and the editors of the public prints there, 
very laudably desiring to add every possible interest to 
their columns, had inserted this letter, but it was struck 
out by the pen of the Censor, (whom the public of course 
exonerate, since it is known to all by whom it is necessa- 
rily directed,) and the only reason that could be assigned 
for its suppression was, that it placed the character of the 
Princess Chariotte, and her attachment to her Mother, in 
too amiable a light, and tended to criminate, by inference, 
those who were accessary to their unnatural separation, 
of which party the friends of the director of the Censor 
of the Press unfortunately were! !" * 

A letter having appeared in the Calcutta Journal which 

* ** Sumiiuury Traniportation*** pp^ 17) IS.! 
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put the Bishop in « Ai^» hui Lordship psiiefloplortty caltod 
fin the Government to enforce their raitrictions on the 
Press, and the Chief Secretary was in conse(|iieiice ^ir 
rected to write a threatening letter to the Editor. Wh«n 
intelligence of these threats reached Englmd, the Press 
accusisd the Marquis of Hastings of inconsistency and 
oppression. Philo^Indianus was among the first to attack 
the |f oble LO|d and his bmd applauders at Madras mmd 
at the India^Hovs^. He thus addressed the £ditor of 
the Times : 

" To ih€ Editor of the Times. 
'* Sir, 

^ By the kite arritals fiom India^ I have received copies 
of an important correspondence between the Chief Secret 
tary of die QovernoMjreneral in Calciltta, and Mr. Butk* 
ingham, the Editor of the Calcutta JMrmtl, which I am 
anxious to bring before the public, that a fair opinion 
m«y be formed of the present situation of the public 
Press in India. 

. ** In ccmsequemoe of a letter which appeared in the 
CaUmtta Joumai, in June last, ^ On the Duties oi Chap* 
kins,' the Chief Secretary, Mr* Bayley, called upon the 
Editor, by order of the Government, to state ' the name^ 
designation, and residence of the individual by whom the 
letter was communicated,' as it appeared, in the opinion 
of the Ooveraor*General, to contain instmiations extremely 
disrespectful to the Lord Bishop of Calcutta. 
'. ^ The Editor^ in answer, informed the Secretary that 
the author was unknown to him, and that consequently 
he ^ould not furnish the information required* 

« On the 17th of July, the Editor received a letter 
Which concluded with the following words : 

^^ ' I am thence. Sir, instructed to give you this intima- 
tion : should Government observe that you persevere in 
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nettttif -CM ti^ priildple wiirHi yiMi ba^e new «««ertiedl 
tli«r6'#iiU k^ tofMffiivioui difecubsion of aoy eitfte ib wbtcti 
you may >be judged to iuiTe Tadated t&ose laiY« of moml 
casdour aDd essentili jvstkb wbicfa are ^qUaUy bindtng 
en all deteriptidm of tbe cotntnimity. Yo«i w'lW at odgb 
be mpprisad thai ydu^ licetwe to reside in ladia te an* 
nulled ; and you will be required to furnish security for 
your quitting the ebunti^y by the i^arUest eoiWenient op-». 
portunitj^i 

^'^ i am, Sif, your obediefat Servant, 
" (Signed) 
'' ' W. B. BA YUET, Chief Sccifetiiry 1x> Govemmetit 
« ' Council Chamber, July 17, 1851/*' 

^ The Editor endeavoured to excuse and tb justify his 
proceeding in a letter addressed to Mr. Bayliey^ which 
concluide^ with the tbllowing words : 

*^ * 1 beg you will furttier assure his Lordship in Coun- 
cil, that if the laws of my country are to be my future 
guide, t shall bow to tlie decisions of its tribunal with all 
due respect; if the written and defined restrictions issued 
on the removal of the Censorship be made my rule of 
action, I will endeavour as faithfully to adhere to them ; 
even if the Censorship be restored, t shall still acquiesce 
in the common submission exacted from all, by a power 
w^idl, Whetll^r legally or iUegaity exercised, no indivi- 
Ami ¥ke Myielf «6itrki hope suetedif ttliy to resist 

*"* Sutk M 4empe tL ptiittsfafnent as banisbment «attd 
Yuid i6 to b^ IMSided on a sup^os^d violation <>i the laws 
^ n^i^l tmA6tftkxld ee&etttiAl jvisti^e, bf wbidi I kinfir 
19^ mh^m m Iddk Ibr kHf 4<^iie standard^ t fear that 
my best determinations will be of no avail. My path will 
h^ Boh^m with dang^fs, that I k^w of n^ Way in which 
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I cau escape the risk of siudi snppoeied ViolatioiMH-^wlieii 
those who are at once to be both judges of the law and 
the fact, may at the same moment make the accusation, 
pronounce the sentence, and carry it into execution— ex- 
cept by relinquishing entirely an occupation thus envi- 
roned with perils, from which no human prudence could 
ensure an escape. 

** * I have the honour to be. Sir, 

** * Tour most obedient Servant, 
" (Signed) «* J. S. BUCKINGHAM, 

« • Calcutta, July 27, 18-21."' 

•* On the 10th of August, the Editor received the fol- 
lowing and final reply : 

•**SiK, 
*' ' I am directed by his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor-General in Council, to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 27th ult, and to inform you 
that the letter in question has produced no change in the 
sentiments and resolutions of Government, already com- 
municated to you on the 17th ult 

"* I am. Sir, your obedient humble Servant, 
« (Signed) 
" * W. B. BATLEY, Chief Secretary to Government. 
"' Council Chamber, Aug. 10, 1821." V 

** It is not long since a proposition was made in the 
Court of Proprietors at the India House^ on the subject ' 
of the Freedom of the Press, when the Marquis of Hast- 
ings was eulogized, as he had been at Madras, at a public 
meeting on the 1st of May, 1819, as the liberator of the 
Press, and the devoted supporter of liberal and public 
discussion. 

'^ Let these loud applauders of the Nolle Marquis, both 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



105 

at Madras and at the India House, ceme forwatdy as tkey 
are hound to do, and either recant their misapplied praises, 
or defend such threatened, and some may say illegal, surni^ 
mary proceedings towards the editor of a public joumai. 

** When men aet on honest and sound principles, they 
seldom commit themselves in speeches at one time which ' 
are at variance with their acts at any other time. 

"How far the Noble Governor-General has so con- 
ducted himself, is for you and the public to judge ; and 
in order to enable you to do so, I request your attention 
to the following extract from the Marquis of Hastings' 
answer to the Address of the Public Meeting held at 
Madras on the 1st of May, 1819; and I request the ad- 
mirers of the Noble Marquis to reconcile the consistency 
of principle in his correspondence with the Editor of the 
Calcutta Journal, and in the extract from his answer to 
the Madras Address : 

" * One topic remains. My removal of restrictions from 
the Press has been* mentioned in laudatory language. I 
might easily have adopted . that procedure without any 
length of cautious consideration, from my habit of regard- 
ing the freedom of publication as a natural right of my 
fellow-subjects, to be narrowed only by special and urgent 
cause assigned. The seeing no direct necessity for those 
invidious shackles, might have sufficed to make me break 
them. I know myself, however, to have been guided in 
the step by a positive and well-weighed policy. If oiir 
motives of action are worthy, it must be wise to render 
them intelligible throughout an empire^ our hold on which 
is opinion. 

"* Further, it is salutary for supreme authority, even 
when its intentions are most pure, to look to the controul 
of public scrutiny ; while, conscious of rectitude, that au- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



106 

ibdrity tm fesft notfatpg of Us stfdigflt by iti«Xf)teuie tm 
gvtkenl cotometrt. On the contmy, it acquteei iwrktcu^ 
laUe dddi^a of foroe* 

'<' Tbat g<ymnmieiit which bas oothing to d«g«iM 
widds the moflt powerfid itBrtrament that am app^rt^in 
to sovereign rule. U carries with it the united reNttne^ 
and efforts of die whole mass of the govercied. Add let 
the triumph of our bekired cootttry in its awful contest 
wUh tyjiant-nddeA Fnmoe» speak the ralue of a spirit to 
h& found only in men accustomed to mdulge and oppress 
their honest sentiments^' 

** Being as decided an enemy to tiie licentiousness of 
Ae Press as I am a warm friend to its freedom^ I hope 
the public will attentirdy weigh die oousi s tepcy lad 
principle of one who professes «t one time to iraeraie 
'freedom of publicatkui ss a national right of English- 
men/ and at another time threatens to transport i^ editiMr, 
without trials fot ei^ercising that freedknn of publidatibn. 
The laws of libel in India are the same as the law of libd 
in England^ It is a Tery serious evil to any man to be 
BummarUy tran^orted, without trial, frona his occtqNttioa 
and connexions* 

** The Marquis of Hastily proposes so to treat the 
Editor contrary to his own public declaration, and, I ccm^ 
tend, contrary to the British law, which be ought to 
respect ; and I would add, if he is at present altpowerfti^ 
Jie should be meorciful. 

•• PHILO.INDIANU&" 

" To the Editor of the Times:' 
" Sm, 
"In The Times of yesterday, * Philo^Ikoiakos,' aot 
very reascmably, considers the advocates of the Asiatic 
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Fiesir aa bouod to dfif&A the cowfooi ^ the Oovemoi^ 
Greneral on ^reiy ogcaskm of interference wkb its free* 
dom. It appears that, in July laat^ Mr. JBuckingham was 
officially threatened with ban^shioent for an attack pub* 
Ushed in hia Journal on the Lord Bishop c^ Calcutta. It 
for One^ scruple not to dechoe^ tbat» however provoking 
irreverent^ gracdess, £k slan4erou8» the paragraph, I »^ 
tirely disapfmrre of the threatening; not» indeed, as illegal^ 
for the 5drd of Gea UL warrants a peremptory order of 
banishment from India against any, except Natives; but 
because I condemn the exercise of a bad power, however 
it may bave been lawfully administered, or, in the case 
aUeged, justly deserved. 

** To imi^e that despotic power can be safely en» 
trusted to any man, even to one eminent for public virtue, 
is an error demonstrated by idl experience. An additional 
and strikii^ proof of this has recently occurred under the 
Madras Censorship. The Governor, Sir T. Munro, is 
distiilguished for probity, talent, vigour, and an especial 
regard to the welfare of the Natives. The office of Censor 
he entrusted to Secretary Wood, a person of some ability 
and great industry. With this intrinsic merit, the Censor 
has the good fortune to be connected with Lord London^ 
derry, and is a candidate for a seat in council. Now, 
under the controul of these great officers of state, the 
Madras Press has been guilty of an injustice, such as 
never was and never could have been perpetmted by a 
Press iiKlulged with the most licentious freedom. 

** The melancholy story of Caroline Queen of England 
is in every one's recollection. Men have differed as to 
her character. Some have thought her guilty, some per- 
secuted, some innocent; but who would have believed 
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that a Governmeiity femed, too, for its wisdom, could 
have suppressed the Queen^s defence, and have autborized 
the publication of all that tended to debase and; to crioii* 
nate her? Such; however, has been the conduct of. the 
Madras Censor. He allowed the Queen of England to be 
<^efiled with all the licentiousness of a Free Press,. and he 
stifled her defence. Never, I repeat, could a Free Press 
be guilty of such partiality-^uch monstrous injusticre. 
Did the Censor imagine that this conduct could recom- 
mend him to his Sovereign ? Was he so ignorant as not 
to know that the King of Great Britain presides over the 
administration of justice ? Or so ungenerous, or so wicked, 
as to imagine that his Miyesty would allow his worst 
enemy to be condemned without a full hearing? No, 
Censor! you are reputed an honourable man, and must 
be acquitted of such a design. 

'* The Calcutta Press has been usually charged with 
haying carried to Licentiousness the liberty obtained by 
the abolition of the base Censorship; and Mr. Bucking- 
ham is always named as having exercised this freedom to 
the greatest extent Compare, however, this gentleman's 
indiscretions with the licentious wickedness of the Cen^ 
sorship at Madras. Contrast the conduct of the free with 
the shackled Press, in the case of the Queen. Nor let 
it be foiTgotten by the Lord Bishop of Calcutta and others, 
that the Marquis of Hastings, whose politics are founded 
in pure philanthropy and religion, has been accused even 
of having been accessory to murders, in the Madras Ga-^ 
zette,* then under a Censorship as rigid as was ever exer- 
cised by the Inquisition. 



• See iupra, pp. 57f 59. 
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*' To conclude : my argument is designed to prove, 
that neither the most infallible of Censors, nor the wisest 
friend of freedom, should be. entrusted with arbitrary 
power. 

* •* I am, your most humble servant, 

" LEICESTER STANHOPE, 
" London, Jan. 99** 

Let us now compare a Press where no previous re- 
straints on puhlication exists, and a CenlM>rsbip. The 
latter m^y suppress auy .matter, however beneficial, .and 
sanction the publication of any matter, however hurtful^ 
to the public intei^t. .Thh fortper cat,, in. the first in- 
stance, suppress nothing. It may threaten, prosei^ute, or, 
under the sam^ion of a bad law, may send men home, and 
thereby chcK^k and retard the beneficial influence of free 
discussion;. yet, notwithstanding this dangerous power, 
the Press during the last, six years has i enjoyed a large 
portion of freedom. A citizen has, indeed, been thrwt'^ 
ened and prosecuted; but the superstition atid despptism 
of ages;are tottering .to their fall, and millions of men 
have been advanced in civilizatipn. 



X » ' i . 
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SECTION XI^ 

Vot€ of ThaiiOu t^ ike Marqui$ qf Hastings at the 
Jndia^'JUouse. 

** The best of our resolationi are bettered by a conacibuMiets of the 
suffrage of good men in their foyouir*** 

On the 9!&Ak d MajF, 18», the Court of Pi^prietort 
met for the purpose of deliberating, and passing their 
judgment, oa the condoet of the Marquis of Hastings, far 
the exercise of his high office of Govemor^eneral of 
British Indite On this occasion I attempted to caU the 
attention of the Court to the two marked features of his 
administraftion, namely, the general diiffusion of educa-' 
tioB and the establishment of a Free Press. The cqq^ 
nexion» hetwteen these sol:(jeets is sd ctose^ that they 
cannot be well separated. I add the sabstaaice of whi^ 
then occurred to myself and other proprietors. 

••CoL Stanhofb. They were met heref for thepurw 
pose of freely and boldly discussing the conduct of the 
Marquis of Hastings' government and passing their judg- 
ment on it Having been acquainted with that Noble 
Lord from his infancy, having traversed the wide seas 
with him, and lived long under his roof, and under his 
government, he should know something of his private 
and his public character. They had heard, indeed, that 
eminent men were most admired at a distance : hence^ 
it had become a piece of kingcraft, or of priestcraft, to 
keep those exalted personages from the public view. 
Was this wisdom ? He knew not; but this he did know> 
that the Noble Lord was not of that stamp. ,He was 
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■w>8t adnrartd Iqr tbote who knew bin teat Theie vnsre 
ttd hidden rices liu h»g abiQUt bis bosom. Neitfieff mtir 
mtcy, Bor passion^ not adveraitj> nor exaltation, that aad 
corrupter of the human mind, could lead him from the 
plain paith of duty. He. might throw wide op^i the 
portals of his heart without reserve, and secure the esteem 
of the rigid moralist oc the stem patriot ; his whole am- 
bition was to do good, and his pleasure seemed to 
emanate from, that pure source. With BoUngbroke, he 
wigbt say, ^ there a«e aufArioo pleaaurea in a busy life, 
which Cesar never knew ;. tfaoac^ I mean,, which arise 
from a feithful disdiaige of our duly to tfie Commouf 
weridi* Neither Montaigne in writing his essays^ nor 
Des Cartes in building new worlds, nor Burnet in fancying 
an antediluvian earth, no, nor Newton in discovering the 
true kws of nature, and a sublinie geometry, felt miure 
int^ectual joys than he feels, who benda all the forcd 
ot lus uademtandUng, and directs all his thoogbto md 
nctiOBS to. the good of mankind/-*-*^ 

^ CdL Stanhc^ said he woukl next iqpeak of Lond 
Hastings* civil administration* The very name of Byi^ 
drabad was associated with every thing that was corrupt 
and vicious in government The system of extortion 
and oppression that had been loug. carried on in that 
state-estate, he blushed to say, under Bdtish proteo' 
tion— was a foul bk>t.on: our character. This staib had^ 
however^ been partly expunged hy a late reform, that hftd 
taken place there, under the judicious mam^ement of 
Mr. Metealf, a benevolent and able man. CoL Stanhope 
wouU go deeper into the matter, and displi^ anarchy 
in hcf frightful &rm, but that he had reason to believe 
that the Court, of Direetovs^ had acted towards this 
suffuiog state as became a high^miaded government 
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^ He would DOW> call the attentioa of the Court to the 
liberal prrnciples which distinguished Lord Ha8tiiig»' 
admiuigtratioD, the great feature of which was the diffu- 
sion of knowledge through, the medium of education and 
a Free Press. By these great acts he had laid the strong 
foundation of permanent good goyemment The Hindoo 
superstition, the growth of thirty centuries, and that 
horrid despotism which had risen up with it, had now to 
contend with knowledge, which must triumph over error. 
* For^the commandment of. knowledge,* says Bacon, * is 
still- the commandment, over, the will, for it is a. com- 
mandment over the reason, belief, and understanding of 
a man, which is the highest part of the mind, and giv^ 
law , to the will itself ; f or - there is no power ^ on earth 
which setteth up a throne in the spirits andiouls of.meo, 
and in their cogitations, imaginations, and opinions and 
beliefs,- but knowledge and learning.' He must, repeat, 
that it was impossible that gross superstition, and despc^ 
ism could exist wh^e education and a Free Press ^pre- 
vailed ; discussion must soon drive from the Hindoos' 
mind their 48,000 ricki, or great prophets,, and their 30 
millions of gods. 

*' Ck>l. Stanhope would now notice certain^ great evils 
that prevailed under the theocracy of Indost^n,* and 
would ; endeavour to f prove that they could only be re- 
moved by means of education) and a Free Press. The 
Hindoo society- wiis divided, into castes, which was the 
greatest barrier, to good gov^mnent Most of the pro- 
ductive, the labouring classes, the great source of wealth 
and power; were accounted vile and odious, unworthy -to 
eat, drink, or .sit, .with a member of the classes above 
them. He mentioned this on the authority of Mr. Mill, 
i^n able and honest historian. The women, who composed 
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ooe-half of this vast community, were debased, and kept 
in a sort of slavery. None but a Brahmin was . allowed 
to read their Scriptures, so that t\\e great miass were kept 
in a state of ignorance concerning their religion. False- 
hood was universally practised, and peijury, which pre- 
vailed in all our courts, to the perversion of all justice, 
was, in some instances, sanctioned by law. A consider- 
able portion of our subjects were cpnsigned to davery^ 
and numbers of giris, bora free, were sold, and Jbred up 
as prostitutes in the pagodas. There were many hun- 
dreds of women who burned themselves every. year, 
while thousands of sick men were yeaiiy drowned in the 
sacred rivers, and these were all British subjects! 

** To destroy this vile superstition, and to promote the 
pure worship of God, were the professed olrjects of all 
Mahomedan and European Governments. Tet what 
was the system' they pursued? Mahmoud vowed to 
convert by force the whole Hindoo :race. In twenty 
years he invaded Indostan twelve times, and spare4 
o^ither age nor sex. Tippoo, though far excelled by 
Mahmoud in talent, wiEis bis rival in cruelty; He endea^ 
TOured to extinguish the Hindoo worship ; he conquered 
many Hindoo nations, and made them slaves; he com- 
pelled: them to eat beef broth, and to be circumcised. 
He threw down 8|000 of their idol temples, and left only 
two standing in his dominions. Still idolatry and poly- 
theism flourished. The Portuguese set up their Inqui- 
sition at Goa; they persecuted the Mabomedans, the 
Hindoos, and the ^ Syrian Christians. The latter, for 
thirteen centuries untnolested by the tolerant Hindoos, 
were called on to abjure their simple worship: they 
refused. and fled to the mountains ; the Censor, always 
standing aloof in guilt, caused their ancient and sacred 
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Aomiuscripts to be bnmedfc : AU this they dU. la « 
trordy the Portugaeife excetsded the Hindeds io .their 
rices, in tbek: avarice^ their aup^nliticoi, amd thtetr bn 
§ot^ t; bat wievft far 4)Ut9h€«eiby jtbeia in . irirloe.. , . 
~ ^^ He wmild iiext:.'c6osicl^,tbe copoduct of ^he ttisskniftt 
ries« tThey bad doneinipckigood Igr tbe exMhfde^of tiiexf 
Yirtu<ms4UFe8,.by'lbeir »omL|Mreapbnig%by iheiff schools^ 
aod c^er chavil^ai ; they.vcnM^ howerrer, xtake <wf iti^ 
^msmon, uuawisttd ibj A.Fwe. Pre», iZiogdnhthl^ a 
DiM&sh fnfssi(»Mr]^y 8eemed,i>ft00ijyearSiiJBifice» to haie 
bWR. fully 'aware of itlusj f TbsiPfesa bemg set up/ siijii^ 
he, ^ pFrove8iioadmntaqgeons>tQ!OUf'dei9igQ^ tiiat weban^ 
reason t6 pra^te the ixil*d . for so belfif ol A , bm^^loim^* 
It Hitnls well; knoini^ iihait itfae vioes Of pQpev3$^ ikhid resteva- 
i|fonx>f learning, "Uid. jthe imentioli of prifiUti^ wimk 
^lilhrsed that.^jleoming, ted: to the. ; r^foeniatioti* Sttifft 
^seoBBion beattido^ii the taapefstitiiiQ ofAlx^Atiffi; md 
if tfaeBufperstkion wMchxpniiDafikd^ii) Inddsttn vra«jofn 
Mil groteer chanuotar^ then tbe^^fi^ctis ^. dascwteien. m 
this liiore ad^nded b^ wo^td ibe.fHfDporiioiiiiblyj^ieai. 
Ail fthe efforts o£ the Pagm CMsti8Ba.)v?fir^>jdira6t6< 
isigainst tbe Press, beoanie tbejs IcMwiafcii^incon^iaMile 
v/idk their interests And SMpferrtitkMb! i Bt wlM.^for.iiiis 
iewQUfthettbelCenstoa of;the 'kiqiiitttioai oMsed /benp^ 
of bboks fto,heitbtm)ed,.aMl Jaiige .(^/dunies costtf^ag 
liEitB'ofiioaiidetntied ni^Orka.torbeiftttblished^ > 'iWttmust 
"puit dowji-Jth^ Pressy' said Woteey, 'or the P^e8»w>iH 

i '^' Co}. Stffl[ihi5pe .wotild n£^trtiiew::w4ifft lad hfie»»dote 
.bgnLoril Hastings toWards %he «t6blishinjsiitfc£yediioati^^ 
Btid a:free >Press4: Sir^^'H. fi^slt^ at tJi« f hitfd lAsnual 
^][t6«t«ngiof thl^SoHoo} 'BootD8ocae<^c4wer9tld^^tbati^40ktn 
'be 'fitstarrived ^iti the cbuatoy, any attenipt or wiak to 
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improve the moral and intellectual state of tfce people 
was confined to.iy.hispers ; tlje Natives were s^t^d to view 
all auQh endeavours with jealousy, and the members and 
pfi^ci^rs of Governipent, colleqtiv^ly, were afraid to come 
forward in the cause. But, during the short period 
wbi<;:h hs^s since elapsed^ hpw striking was the progress 
pf eyepts towards t^^ fittain^iept of thi^ endj apd th^ 
accession of fx/^ ^voqilt^ in ,the ^ause^ a,t hpme and 
^brp^d ! It ^^8 ipde^^d ^e gre^p glcuy of Government 
to fprward 8ucl;i J>}aps ^nd ply^cts. Contrast;ing, then, 
the silent .wl^ispie^n^ of th^;f<pw who first ma^ifest^^ their 
disposi^PQ to ;prompte the mqntal and inpf^l ipt^prpve* 
iwpt pf )tbejlf^ive§,,with the coucurrc^nt fee^ng8 avowed 
and /nanifcst^ jfrpm ^e l^ighes^t ,tp the (owest ranks 
toward this, epd^ \t w^a ^n ^veut, h^ confessed, of sp 
^plook§d*j^or ai^ ^^rpris^i^ a p^^qre^ as satisfied him 
that the. ins^tutjpii ^v^^p t^Mi^ prpsp^^ipg* bjBcause it was 
favoured with t;he ))le$9ings ojf the Almigl^ty/ 

"CpUS. tb^nTe^d(the fpUQ\¥^ng judii^ial m|nu|te.by Lord 
Hastipgp, dated on jbhe G^ngies, f d of Q<?tober, 19%q : * In 
IpoHingfpr areipedy tp these evil^, then^oral and intel- 
lectual imprpv^mept of the S^fitives will pe^^s^airily fp^iiti 
dfprpmi^ent £efttur^ pf any plan which may aiise froin 
tbe above suggestions, apd I )ivm ^therefore w)t failed 
to turu ipy most splipitpus attei^tipu tp the Jmpprt^nl; 
pty^ct pf pi^bjjc eduQatipp« A? the ipubUc mpp^ v«?pu W 
>e iU-flppropr»lb^, in , poorely proiifidi»g gratoitpps access 
^,^b^.tqm(pt^m pf ednc^tipp whiph ia rir^y attainable, 
stpy ifltenrpfttipp of Qwerppa^t, either by.super^ntend- 
^ppe ^ )jy cpptiibptipn,, should be directedi to.ihe im- 
pro^ftpient pf ^^i^tipg tuitiQO» and to the diffusion .of M 
tp pfc3icps ^ ip^rspQS npw out of its ;reacb. In the in- 
fancy of the British admipistratipn in this coui\try, it .was 

I 2 
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perhaps a matter of necessity to confine our legislation 
to the primary principle of justice. The lapse of half a 
century, and the operation of that principle, have pro- 
duced a new state of society, which calls for a more 
enlarged and liberal policy. The moral duties require 
encouragemient; the arts which adorn and embellish life 
will follow in ordinary course. It is for the credit of the 
British name that this beneficial alteration should arise 
under British sway. To be the source of blessings to 
the immense population of India, ts an ambition worthy 
of our country. In prbportion as we have found intellect 
sterile here, the obligation is the stronger on us to culti- 
vate it* Also the following minute, dated May 4th, 
1891 : ^ His Excellency in Council accordingly com- 
mands me to inform you, that the Sub-treasurer will be 
authorised to place at the disposal of the Treasurer of 
your Society the sum of seven thousand rupees, and to 
pay to his order monthly the sum of five hundred rupees; 
commencing from the 1st instant The above donation 
and allowance, however, must be subject to the confirma« 
mation of the Honourable the Court of Directors.* Col. 
Stanhope had no doubt, from the liberal character of 
that Honourable Court, that they would confirm the 
grant With respect to the extent of education, there 
were in Calcutta one hundred and eighty-eight schools, 
at which upwards of four thousand children were edu- 
cated. He must not omit to noention, that several girls 
were educated at these seminaries, though widowhood 
was denounced against any woman who should read the 
alphabet. They must be aware, no doubt, that schools 
had been eatablisbed in Indostan from time immemorial. 
In the Hindoo schools, however, they had no books of 
instruction, but such as treated of their gods, and which 
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inculcated lessons of immorality, superstition, abd . des-* 
potism. Hence a bad education had .proved a curse, 
as a good one must prove a blessing to Indostan. . Thus 
he had demonstrated that virtuous education, on a large 
scale, was first promoted by Lord Hastings. 

'* Col. Stanhope would now speak of the Free Fres» 
established by Lord . Hastings : an act that must even- 
tually destroy the superstitioa and despotism of thirty 
centuries ; an act of such importance, that be defied any 
one to point out that individual who bad effected any mea- 
sure calculated to produce so much benefit ta mankind. 
It had been said, indeed, that Lord H. had broken m 
upon, that freedom, by threatening Mr, Buckingham with 
bamshment He admitted it, and wouM not condescend 
to mitigate, this act, by commenting on Mr. Buckingham*^ 
indiscretions, or by representing tfiein as calculated to 
injure the Press, or, by comparing this threat, these mere 
words, with the acts of, former Governments.. Besides, 
were he to speak of Mr. Buckingham's errors, he should 
think Jt bis duty also to. mention his great talent and 
rare merit Lord Hastinigs , had been censured for 
bringing a criminal information against Mr. Buckingham, 
or, in other words, for putting in force a law in Hindostan 
against; Mr. B., to which . every man was subject in 
this boa$ted land of freedom. Had not Cobbett, Home 
Tpoke, Gilbert Wakefield, Burdett, and other . eminent 
men, suffered under this, law, and was Mr. Buckingham 
to b^ free from its influence? He wished to God he. was. 
But^ what said; Sir G. H. jBast, the Chief Justice ? These 
were his words : * The government of the country, with 
the advice and sanction of the authorities at home, had 
established that liberty, and be conceived that a Free 
Press, pr the liberty of publication without apreyioua 
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Censorship, wa^ caloidated ta produce muek good^ The 
UcentiotfBiiess of the Press had beeil darned to vnk alarming 
excess al hornet bete it wais necessary thai it should he 
a great deal more guarded and cautious ; and if this 
were done, and ftee di^usi^ions w^re carried on withoot 
liubfic danger 6r injury to indiyiduris, it itiigfat he cfae 
of the greateH lleisikg^. But if, on the coiKirairy, it wm 
not e*}tercised IVith temper and discretioil, it might htn 
cotn6 a souftd of much mischief m a country circlim-* 
stanced afs this is ; and be like throwing ii^br^nds where 
gunpowder lay scattered around «&/ Col. Stfltihope here 
observed, thai the sound 6f gunpowder in a cdurt of 
jnsttce^ was awful ind^d : but analyze this powder, mi 
thfey would fiird that it was composed of extortion wai 
dppreission ; tad the object of a Free Press was to de^ 
atoy this compositaMk ' The surest Way/ says Baoovy 
* to prevent seditioifs^ is to tike awdy the matter of them i 
fbr if the fu^ be Idid, it is difficult to say Whence thif 
spark shall come ihiit may set it on fire^' Suppose^ 
said Col. S., that your government bad become 4x>rhipt 
under despotic swby^ and tbat the legions of Russia 
were on your fi^nti^r with ft Free Pness^ directed by 
th^ cunning, and emitting sparks m all direcUomv 
what would be the cdnseqtience ? Why, that you would 
be blown into another spheire* Cd. Stanhope hen) ob^ 
serveid^ that Sir O. H. East, though a high T6iy, and 
though he had beeti cruelly mauled by the CilcUlta 
PrieKs, was iln avoWed en^mjr to the Censdrship^ Mftrk; 
tdo, that he had estpress^ thiift opinion in a British Court 
df justicfe. 

** Col. Stanhope next referred to the opinion of Mt Fei^ 
gussbD, the gentleman who waft imprisoned for attempting^ 
With Lord Thanit, the r^ciie of A. O'Connor, and who bad 
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comtantiy been engaged against tbeOovermnent in India; 
In bis pleading in Mr. Buokit^^nm^ case, be said, 'In 
the extensive field which the AdvocateNGeneral bad gone 
over, he had said there virere not less than twenty libels, 
and he (Mr. Fergusson) did not mean to assert that there 
might not be libels or libellous matter in the passages be 
had in view ; he admitted that many of them were indis^ 
creet, imprudent, and even improper publications. That 
learned gentleman had told tbeir Lordships^ that it was 
three y^rs since the boon of the Liberty of the Press had 
been bestowed on India. He ^outd tell them, however, 
that it was thipee yeafs sinee the restrictidns formerly 
inegally imposed on that liberty had been removed by 
a statesman, ud a fHend of India, characterised by the 
liberality and magnfeinimity of his sentiments, who bad 
thus conferred an inestimable Messing on this country^ 
which would catise him to be temembered with gratitude 
by future generations t -for if there wta any one blessing 
likely to be more productive than another of great imd 
lalsting benefit to India, it was eertamty thai liberty of 
discussion, through the exercise of which every sug- 
gestion for its improvement and t^e advancement of its 
interests might be brought into the field of feir and open 
argument, and, if proved to be advantageous, adopted fi>r 
the general good. He was ready to admit that the Liberty 
of the Press WAS su^eet to some evils, ahhoiigh he re- 
garded it as the great^t ttteening'tfaat could be conferred 
on society ; b«it he %new h^ no boon that could be 
granted, wfaidi Wastmptfble of prodncing so many bene- 
ficial effects as t^is, 1^ it& blunging into discussion, and 
to the notice of the Q^Verament, an infinite number of 
subjects connected with the intert^sts -of this immense 
empire o^er A^rhkh itn bwbj extended, amd with the 
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amelioration of the condition of our Indiail sulgects/ 
These passages were reported by Buckingham^ and re- 
corded in his journal. 

. '^ As an instance of the usefulness of the Press, Col. 
Stanhope would now mention a work lately published 
by a Native named Bruja Mohuna, on the Polytheism 
of the Hindoos, and which was in wide circulation. 
* This work/ said an able critic, * is argumentative in a 
high degree, interspersed with observations, which, for 
keenness of satire, would not have disgraced the pen of 
Lucian. But there is nothing more cheering than the 
frequent appeals this Brahmin makes to reason. ; It is 
long before mankind bring the errors of their ancestors 
to the^ test of reason^ When this is ()one, the work of 
improvement is fairly begun !' The practical effects of 
the Press were strongly marked at the last festiyal at 
Jagernaut; there were so few pilgrims present there, 
that they were unable to drag the car. The Brahmins 
called in other aid. They then moved the car, but all 
their fervent eloquence could not persuade any one to 
be pounded to death under its ponderous wheels. They 
now talk of removing it to a more central situation : they 
may save themselves the trouble, for the Press once 
fairly at work, will drive it forth with a force superior 
to that of a steam engine. 

*' In the foregoing remarks. Col. Stanhope had endea« 
voured to prove that Lord Hastings had spread wide the 
seeds of a glorious reformation in Asia, and was entitled 
to rank in our annals as 9l great public benefactor^ It 
might be said, that it was hazardous, dangerous, to un- 
dermine the venerable . pillars upon which rested the 
Hindoo temple of superstition ; but if it were thus dan- 
gerous, they must then cast aside all hope of converting 
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th^ia to, the simple worship of. God: fojp oeitber could 
they destroy Hindoo superstition without di8Cus9ioiv, nor 
could; they establish Christianity there, without effecting 
one of the greatest revolutions that ever took plaqe in the 
world; a reyolutipn, that would change their mode of 
thiQkipg, their manners and customs, their syMem of 
ci^eSy their l^yrs ; in short, th^ whole structure of their 
society. Here, then, he called, upon the enemies of a 
JFree Pre^s to c(w))at,him ,on this field of argument He 
contended that the essence of most religions consisted in 
morality, and in the worship of one God. He, spoke 
especially of the followers of Zoroaster, of the Hindoo, 
^^ahomedan, and Confucian religions ; and he asserted 
that education and a Free Press coyld not fail to chasten 
religion and manners in Indostan and in the surrounding 
world. In support of this argument, Lqnjl Kaimes ob- 
served, * that the Christian religion <?ould not fail to 
prevail over Paganisni, for improvement of the ., mental 
fac^lties leads by , sure degrees, though slow, to the belief 
of one God.' , 

''Let them hope that this great revolution ^hich had 
been commenced by Lord Hastings, might be followed 
lip by Mr. Canning. If, from a mind stored with know- 
ledge, and replete with wit, coi^ld en(ianate the acts of a 
gloomy barbarian, involving .Asia in ages of darkness, 
superstition, and despotism, might her historians speak of 
him with scorn, or might he never reach her sihorje. But 
if, as he (Col. Stanhope) believed^ Mr. Canning had a 
heart to feel for her interests, th^n he should ever be 
as forward to join his fellow-citizens in his praise, as he 
had been to join them in praise of his great predecessor. 

*' CoL Stanhope had only to state in conclusion, that 
he highly approved of the resolutions of the Honourable 
Court of Directors, and those proposed by the honour- 
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able proprietor. Coi. S. thoA moted tbe following addi- 
tional reidotioDS ; 

•• 1. * That the thanks of the Court were due to the 
Most Noble the Marquis of Hastings, fbr the lasting 
beatfil which he bad conferred on British India^ by 
ttumeious institutibns founded for the instruction of all 
ranks and persuasions o( people under bis manly and 
enlightelied government 

" 9. • That, in the opinion of that Court, the Mai^ 
quts of Hastings had confeiifed a permanent benefit on 
British India, and the surrounding world, by the abolition 
of the prerions Ctosorship, and the establishment of a 
Free Preds, limited as all civil iiistitutioh^ should be^ by 
wM and wholesome laws.^* 

'* Th^ t^sdlutibna were handed to the Chair, but as 
no member of the Court came forward to second them, 
they, of course, foil to the gikmnd. 

" Mr, HxyBTE said, be would endearour, as shortly a» 
he couM, to bring back the Court to the subject that 
was really before it; for he was sure, and be ^ould 
appeal to the honourable gentleman himself Who had 
just spoken, whethet he had not consumed a large por- 
tion of his own time, as well as of the time of the Court, 
hi the disctission of a question whicb was not under 
their consideration. He did not mean to say that the 
topics which the honourable gentleman bad introduced 
were of an indifferent battnPe : he fdt that they were of 
great importance ; but he appealed to his candour, 
whether they were met to-day to take into consideratioti 
the conversion of the Hindbos, or the freedom of the 
Ptess in India? The honourable gehtteman would per- 
ceive, that he passed no bpinibn on the justice of his 



♦ Tbis speech wa^ iH retcired by ^te <?otnrtr 
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obsehratjonis ; he merely thought they were not well- 
timed on tlie present occasion. At the same time^ if tb^ 
hon. gentteman fhotight prof^r> at any future period, to 
bring forward the auljeet of missions te Indi^; if he 
thought fit to introduce a dl^ussion on the oondoct of 
those who were sent out there i if be wished u^hnAog 
tinder the cbusideration of the Court the propriety of 
introducing tbe Christian relrgion, and the necessity of 
nraintaining the Liberty of the Press; he (Mr. Hume) 
should be rd^dy to aVow and defend bis opinions on those 
various topics. But he mu^t say, as a friend to the iso* 
nourable gentleman, that be thought be bad not acted 
prudently by introducing all this irrelevant matter at tb^ 
present moment* His hon. friend (Mt. D. Kinnaird) 
had fsdlen into tbe same error t he bad entertained tbe 
Court with ammadv^ersions on a speech of Mr. Canning, 
which had nothing to do with the present motion.**— • 
** With respect to tbe conduct of the Noble Marquis, 
in rehtion to tbe Liberty of the Press, which had called 
forth so many eulogieid, he gave tbe Noble Marquis Ml 
credit for what he had done. He never read, in any 
public speech, or public docnment, sentiments that did 
more honour to British feelmg, than were to be found in 
the answer of the Noble Marquis to tbe Madras Address, 
on tbe subject of the Liberty of the Press.t— Such were 
tbe sentiments of tbe Noble Marquis on the Liberty of 



* The Court m^ to paas their judgoient on tbo measuros of Lord 
H**it afUninistratioa. Candour will not allow me to suppose that, on 
reflection^ Mr. Hume can regard the establishment of a Free Press in 
Asia, the education of millions, and their conversion to a pure wor- 
ship, as topics irrelevant to the question then under discussion. 

t Here Mr. Hume read a passage from this state paper. See supra, 
p. 52. 
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the Press. He spoke of it, not with reference to the 
Government of India alone, but with reference to every 
gov,emment that could lay claim to the principles of f ree- 
doni ; and he considered it a most valuable document, as 
it recorded the wise and liberal views of the Noble Mar- 
quis on this important subject He regretted, however, 
that, in the case of Mr. Buckingham, the Noble Marquis 
h^d been induced to threaten that he would exert, against 
that individual, the authority which, as Governor-Gene- 
ral, was placed in his hands; it was contrary to the fine 
feelings , which usually actuated him, and it must have 
been some partial and temporary forgetfulne^s of that 
feeling which occasioned the correspondence that had 
occurred in Mr. Buckingham's case. He could not agree 
with the honourable proprietor (CoL Stanhope) when he 
said, that the indiscretions of Mr. Buckingham excused 
the conduct of the Marquis of Hastings. , fJSo! no! from 
CoL Stanhope.) • 

** The honourable proprietor had asked, whether the 
Noble Marquis was more to blame for taking those 
legal ;Steps, which .were open to every individual, than 
any other person would be? He (Mr. Hume) would 
answer, * No.' On the contrary, if any thing injurious 
were written against the Government, it was his duty to 
have adopted legal steps. He would ever be found the 
supporter of the Liberty of the Pre^s, but he would not 
be the advocate of its licentiousness. Public opinion, 
expressed by public writing, was an alembic, by the 
operation of which, sooner or later, truth would be ex- 
tracted ; but, for that purpose, it was necessary that dis- 
cussion should be general, not partial. The previous 
correspondence, in the case of Mr. Buckingham, he dis- 
approved of; it shewed, as he might be allowed to express 
it, the malus animus^ to open such a correspondence, in« 
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stead of at once directing the proper authorities to com* 
mence legal proceedings. But he did not think that the 
indiscretion which he had comfnitted ought to be ex- 
cused, as the honourable pr(^rietor (Col. Stanhope) con- 
tended, on account of Mr. Buckingham's conduct. {No/ 
no / from GoL Stanhope.) He was sure the Marquis of 
Hastings was sorry, from his heart, that he bad so com- 
mitted himself; if he could judge from the honourable 
sentiments which the Noble Marquis had so deliberately 
expressed, he could not eiitertoin a doubt that, when he 
calmly reflected on his conduct, no man would be more 
ready to regret the course he had taken, than h^ biniself 
would be. But it was right that, as in this great country, 
the law should in all cases supersede arbitrary authority ; 
therefore he condemned the making use of any threats. 
And here it would not be improper to observe, that the 
hostility which was manifested before the proceedings at 
law took place, was very: little to the credit of their civil 
officers. His honourable friend (Mr. D. Kinnaird) had 
praised, with'mucfa truth and propriety, the talents and 
virtues of their civil servants generally. He (Mr. Hume) 
had frequently borne his testimony to their merits ; but, 
he regretted to say, that some of their civil servants at 
Calcutta had lent themselves as parties to the establish- 
ing of an abominable paper, called The John Bull, for the 
purpose of putting down Mr. Buckingham; but in that 
object they had completely failed. It was unworthy of 
public inen to have recourse to such base means. He 
would have the Press free and unfettered, leaving its 
licentiousness to be dealt with by the law, convinced as 
he was that no public man need be afraid of its operation. 
Hoping that such conduct as that which, in the first 
instance, was made use of towards Mr. Buckingham, 
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would aever be nepeeiled^ be tsonsidered it as but a sipeck 
WL tbe general meritoof the Marquis of Ha«tiQg8, a spack 
teo diminutive to divert tbeifiattention froin the glorious 
oaveer be bad nuii« He trusted that his.awcceaspr, bene^ 
fiikig by the£ew enxnrs inibo which he imdMlen, would 
take. care ^o amid them; and h^ppy he wa3 to f^y, that 
fewer^errora eould.l>e alleged itgaintt the ^oble M^rqu»9|, 
than against i am J former QctfernQT-^exieveA. He i^reed 
HI the imain bodyiof ithe lesolution^ bepause he thought 
the NcHble Marquis deserred jbbeir thaDks for the manner 
ifiif >v9hi6h he iiad performed im Titrious aod iiudst .arduous 
duties^ he thought, iindeed^ tfaatihe deserved th/e thanks 
of the xxmntiy^and hedic^Md he>tv(Hdd reeme .theoQu 

"CoL STAfl«HopE, in iBepJy ^tp .Mil. Hmae» eeW* th^ 
«he honourable propnietori had Jmrepresenteid hiiP# by 
elating that. he <had apprQ]Red mt jLord jHa^ti^g^* hav^iog 
thfeatened cMr« Bucktog^aoh lEe ^CiEd* StanhQp^) would 
not etttntstiafbitrary (pow^ M ai^ xmmrf nq, note^^n tp 
e €ato. lie had most expressly etated^ timt he entirely 
disapproved df that thveatening. jAs 40l the lO^r accus^a^ 
tion that the honourabte propeietoriia4.iMdefigaipst {40rd 
«Haibting8, relative to the Liberty of the iP^e^Sj he would 
^«ionfute him in thewocdsof Mn fiuakiagfaaoi, .^hp, iu 
-fcis Journal of April 18ttl, says^ * WJMiftever JniQ^ be 
^eH^utbenticated to us, we will, gladly ^ncAice, pei]Buade4 
^iMt^titie Goviemment are As.deaicousrdf ihat us^ ^heiog 
made of the ^Press as .the oommuiMi^.ean ;be; j^r ^h^ is 
one of the few govenmientS'.inttke world awhere jthe^ipt^ 
reto of thecgovemors and governed Jire one and tbe^ame* 
and where not only the nsaxMn le a^oftlred m Jll^iory» but, 
asfar as exertion can effectdt, is t educed to practice/ 

^* Mr. 'LawNDBs had heard, with great |rfeasure. tthe 
speech of the -honourable proprietor, (CoL Stanhope^) -he- 
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oirase it had given binfi vsefiui information mth 4«Bpeet to 
India, and particularly as to the extreme i^oraace of tbe 
people. He doubted, however, whether the introduction 
of the Press amongst them would be beneficial. The 
Liberty of the Press, he feared;, ^ n9t 9HM?h iiiarea^e 
th^ virtues of the heart, and it might b^^e the. etB^t of 
eradicating t,hqpe goo4 qi^ali^ies wbi^ th^ IrKliM pQpn^ 
lation possessed, in a very h^h 4^Ti^ 'beyond the ciaa^ 
prehension of many who caUad tb.eiiift^yieB OhiriatiaBS^ 
luid of substituting vjces in.tl^r lopoou. He always un- 
derstood that a jinore bene^oleii^t xace of j>eQpledid mot 
e;5i:ist than the people ^ (nd(ilij,;;»n4 iwby should they 
i^roduce amoQgat thein. t^^ wbiqh^nMgbt.g^e (tbaen a 
wrong bias, wla^n nature: fiujided 4bew^ >tO:)a aright oae? 
Those people Jknew what wfi^ m9^ ooi^ucij^e to itheir 
hftppines? ; an^ jthoiwgh ^lesa leiyr^ied, tfeey wore itt«»e 
pont^nted than those W)bO| eqjpye^ the Libetty of .4:he 
Press i they were BM:)r^jcpptejaed in.ifqUowh^ ^tbe «lio- 
tatea of nature^ than others were wbo pAirstied the fallacies 
of art Well bad the ^peetsaid, 

* And reason raise o*er instinct as you can } 
In this 'tis God directs, in that 'tis man.' 

/Would .they ivish to loccapyithe place, in the 'bisom of 
jthetGenteos, which, ^as now /the seat <]if virtue, by filling 
it wi^ European (yioe&P^ The freedom of the Press in 
flgu«q)e, forithe lant tb»ly yeara, had not improved the 
moTdte of the peofjie; why tiien^ should it be introduced 
ioilndia ? He tc^uld cenoeive'n^ reason for* compiahimg 
^gaimt the Mavqiriaof HaslAng^^ir bis conduct towards 
Mr. Buckingham. HadthaUadividual resided.in France 
when a certain modern A/cAard ike Third bore despotic 
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sway there, instead of sending htm to trial, as the Noble 
Marquis had done, he would have exclaimed, 

* Off with his head — so much for Buckingham I' 

and they must all admit that no better way could be 
devised for preventing argument, than by cutting off a 
man^s head. He was happy to hear the eulogies that 
had been pronounced on the Noble Marquis for his mild 
sway and amiable hunianity. 

" Mr. R. Jackson. — ^^ There was one point introduced 
in the course of the discussion, on which he was at issue 
with some of his honourable friends, and he was anxious 
that th6 question should come to a fair decision; he 
alluded to the dangei: that might be apprehended from 
wha(t was called the Liberty of the Press in India. He 
loved the Liberty of the Press ; he was nurtured and 
bred in the constitutional principle, that a Free Press 
was a great blessinlg; but, in his opinion, it was quite 
visionary to imagine thdt the Press of ii colony * could be 
conducted, without danger, in the same free manner in 
which it was conducted in the mother country. As Mr. 
Buckingham hiad been alluded to, he would shortly notice 
his conduct. When the Marquis of Hastings had abo- 
lished the previous Censorship of the Press,'he substituted 
certain regulations, one of which was, thiat the constituted 
authorities should be treated with respect To shew how 
much this person regarded those regulations, he would 
read a word or two from his newspaper. When it was 
understood that the Governor of Madras, the supreme 
authority there, thehighest authority after the Governor- 

* India is not a colony. 
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General, was to remain in office, what did Mr« Pucking*' 
ham do ? He (Mr. Jackson) saw his honourable: friend 
(Mr. D. Kinnaird) smile ; and he owned his smiles rather 
alarmed him, because they indicated that he thought on, 
this subject with some degree of levity. Mr. Bucking- 
ham, however, published his paper, with a broad black 
margin, as a sign of general mourning, when he announced 
that the supreme authority of that Presidency was to 
continue in power. In one of the numbers of his publi- 
cation there was the following, passagie: * The very marked 
indulgence which his Lordship in Council is pleased to 
exercise towards me, in remitting on this occasion the 
exercise of the power vested in him by law, will operate 
as an incentive to my future observance of the spiiiit of 
the instructions, issued before the conimencement of the 
Calcutta Journal, . to the editors of the public prints in 
India, in August 1818, of which I am now fully informed^ 
and which I shall henceforth make my guide.' A little 
afterwards, when Mr. Buckingham had forgotten the ob- 
servance of these resolutions, he said, alluding to a speech 
of the Marquis of Hastings, in which he spoke generally 
of the Press, 'Every thing tends to confirm me in my 
opinion, that I had rightly interpreted the wishes and 
sentiments of the Governor-General on this important 
subject, and scarcely a day passed without my breaking 
the letter of these regulations, which I conceived to liave no 
longer existence* Here Mr. Buckingham founded his law 
on a suppose^ construction^ of the speech of the Noble 
Marquis, leaving out of sight that, which was the real rule 
of conduct laid down» namely, the declaration of the Go- 
vernor-General in Council. He then went on to own, 
that * scarce a day passed without his breaking the letter 
ofthose Regulations.' He first promised profound obedi- 
ence to those regulations, and next declared that he broke 
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them every day, tl^Mitigb it wai suppoted tfant the pnee 

6f that society depended "on their being 8tri<itly^ adhered 

to. The advocaUa for a Free Press in India inight lie 

Ttgbt, and he might be wrong; but all must agree that it 

was a most serious qtiestion. By a l^slatire eaaotmrat^ 

it became the duty of the Company's chief serrants in 

India, when they found that the conduct of any anlicenaed 

indhriduai was dai^erous to the safety, or obnoxious to 

tb^ peace of the oonHnunity, to send that inditiidual to 

some port in the United kingdom. Now^ what was the 

accusation against tihe Marquis of Hastings with r^^rd 

to Mr. Buckingham ? It was^ in fact, that b^ did not 

make use of the power which he might have exercised 

towards him : but, instead of sending him home, (and 4n 

not doing so, many persons thought he allowed his feel^ 

ing6 to outrun his judgment,) he sent him to take his trial 

l^efi^re a jury of his country. Could any man act more 

liberally ? And yet fault was found with him even for 

this ! If so extensive a Liberty of the Press as that now 

contended for were giwnled, he feared thdt they tan a 

most dangerous riskv If, ^instead of acting in the sutBr 

mary way directed by the legislature, they weie obliged 

to wait prbceeding iacciovding to the legal forms observed 

HI the parent state against those, charged with libeU thqr 

would be giving opportunities to mischievous individual^ 

during the five 0r six months which must elapse before 

they could be brought to trial, to poison and perveit 

•eveiy m^ind in ^^ fietd^ment ; and dlcutta^ Madras, aad 

B<^mbay , would have tfheir crops of Carliles to write down 

the most hallowed princi[4es of the country. It was, 

therefbre, a m^t^ of sober and serious consideration, 

when persons who, like Mr. Buckingham, let their pens 

Tun riot against tUl cteiraciters and all persons, poUdcal 

and religious, (for %e had not spared the Lord Bishop of 
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the Bmaimcjr,) wiitefei|ier kimptt and ^ipfottmi^ diotdd 
Jbe nHoWerf <«r practices jtt^TMgnrnis injouj^ bfit|wni>- 
cttlarljF kiii coloBial oocammmiy} It wmdd he fttr jtbe 
D]i»GtoiB.80oit to determioe »)^at sk<udd be tlie innf une 
friFtbeLiberty of the Press i^Oalctiftta. It might titro out 
tfattt ju8^faoaK)umUe friends, mhi> vreie so p^feqtly satMM 
ivfhb their own opinions, and: who ihusfixpc^ased their fisclk- 
iiips vnth no .oi^ioavy .eneigy cf voice aod geslnre, muM 
in the end, if the system were cneoucaged, futmw limt 
they had &rmed a hasty and erroneous judgment In- 
stead of crying^ ' Hear, bear!' he bad expected that they 
would adduce something like argument, something like 
historical deduction, in support of their sentiments. He 
was ready to meet bis honourable friends on this question 
whenever they pleased ; and he hesitated not to say, that, 
if a strict eye were not kept on the Press in India, they 
would there have literary incendiaries spring up like 
mushrooms, to the manifest hazard of their best interests, 
as well as the comfort and happiness of their settlements. 
CoL Stanhope looked to the Liberty of the Press for put- 
ting down forty-eight thousand prophets; now he would, 
in the tone of admonition, ^glLon the honourable gentle- 
man to take care that he did not, at the same time, put 
down the forty-eight thousand Europeans which main^ 
tained India for their country. If his honourable friend 
was anxious to get rid of those prophets, he (Mr. Jackson) 
was equally anxious that, in making the attempt, he 
should not also get rid of the British power in India.* 
The wisdom of all law was, to govern without offensively 



* Superstition, instead of promoting peace, has tended more than 
any other cause to excite civil wars and to subject nations to con- 
quests. 

K 2 
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interfering with the feelinga and prejudices of those over 
whom you ruled.. In that point of view, also, this pro- 
posed Freedom of the Press became a subject of vast 
importance; and he thought the sentiments of his honour- 
able friends with respect to it, were hasty and undigested ; 
th^ were, he conceived, dangerous to go abroad, and 
therefore dangerous to be uttered in that Court without 
animadversion; he protested, therefore, against the senti- 
ments which they avowed.** ♦ 

-■ ■ ' _ 

* Aiiatic Jtrnmal, XIII. pp. 69^80. 
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SECTION XII. 

Effects of a Free Press on the Governments of the 
Subsidiary States. 

** Wboever conceivet it in hit power to do unjustlyy readily does so^ 
each persou concluding injattice to make much more for his private 
interest than justice would do. Compacts are thereTore best ascer- 
tained when grounded on mutual advantage; or when it is in our 
power to force those with whom we treat to be just and honest."*^^ 
Piato. 

The state which places her military power in the hands 
of another state, surrenders herself to the worst species^ of 
govemment Whether the substantive power controul the- 
^ffairs of the dependency or not, she is equally regarded 
as an enemy. Such alliances are also fundamentally bad, 
because they lead inevitably to intrigues, extortiouy 
oppression, and conquest 

In most of the Subsidiary States of British India, the 
sovereign power is nominally vested in the Native prince; 
Since, however, the whole military force is under the con- 
troul of the British Government, sovereignty is substan- 
tially, however speciously, exercised under its authority. 
The Resident being far removed from the Supreme 
Government, it is necessary to grant him large powers; 
These, indeed, are not exercised directly, but by the 
intervention of secret intrigues ; yet in the administration 
of this delegated sovereignty, he is in reality almost 
absolute. 

The Resident's objects are to monopolize all patronage 
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for his friends, and to amass as much money and to keep 
up as large a force as possible to support British interests. 
His measures are carried into execution by an agent, 
nominally the Pag^anfs Minister, but more properly his 
own. The business of this black hypocrite is by wity 
arts to delude the prince, and to obtain money from his 
subjects. Extortion and corruption prevail from the 
minister through all gradations even down to the peasant 
When the latidloi'd is called on to pay a heavy tribute to 
the treasury^ he endeavours first by persuasion, and at 
last by violence^ to obtain the money from the cultivator. 
Should he fail, to avoid beipg incarcerated or tpftwred, 
or both, he foments a rebellion. If the cultivators fall m 
arrear, either from failure of crops or over assessment, 
th^y Hre treated with horrid ernel^/ ty<mwf di^es 
tbom to despair, abd they ofleo leek Baiei^ m tbcf ww<a 
aod btUe^ aad embrace a savage life# Uiiijer.tbtt speeies 
^f f ule, the people of Hydrabad degenen^d hit^ a i»Me 
pf itatar^ with the vices of civilisation engrafted on thai 
condition. Nor should it be here forgotten, as the bi^to^ 
rian of British India has happily expressed hinself, that 
** the mitfeiy produced by these Native Govermieiits, 
which the Company upholds, it misery prodiiced by the 
Cofopatiyi 4ttd s^eds disgrace upon the British name." 

It iMy be imlgiiiad that these evils were justly ton 
putable to the ResiAent No, they bad their root in a 
corrupt, intttguing^ domtoeering, and ektorting system, 
which pkced too nmch power in the bands, of man, by 
nature imperfect^ and unprepared to resist the tempts 
ti^ms offered by absolate rule; 

Had this corrupt and oppressive course of administra* 
tion been exposed to public animadversion, a better 
would have been pursued. The Supreme Government, 
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i^^htch datii^ no inferiMtion but fiom the Reitdeot^ 
Md which cbns^iimtiy renijlitied qtihe igncnPtnt df Huich 
of the vice whteh preyaited ta tbeie Stately wodid h&te 
been difiaboaed and enlightened. They woald either baiire 
ireaolved not to interfere with their internal government^ 
which is almost impractidAIe, or they would ha:¥e inter* 
posed to do justice between prince and people Some 
tried Md eminent statesmeA^^^^an £lphinrtone, a Munio^ a 
FiiUarton, or a Metcalf^woUld have been selected lafiH 
the high ofllce of Resident Be would haVe assumed a 
rnitd^ but firm tone ; he WOnfai have "persuaded the mvtf 
re^n to appoint an honest mihister^ to be eatisfifed with t 
moderate land tax^ and to prevedl his noblea firom extort** 
iiig from the ouHivateorfr He would hare entreated him 
t^ eitaUish village^ district^ and supreme courts Of justice^ 
In shdrt^ be would hkw impdorM hinl to govern like a 
Vtmat inalcad o/deatreyoig like a monsterw 
. A Free Presi migbt iho have afforded the meiatis of 
reforming iheSttbsidiasy jStetes^ and might th^t have pre^ 
vented Ihe wars w^faioh they waged with us. The Stated 
e£ Cewtlal India bonfederatod against our power. There 
might not, indeed^ exist any formal treaty, but there did 
exist a sense of sneering, and a determination to be 
avenged. When men are unanimous in feelii^ c^ hatred^ 
they haVe formed a tacit compact which on a fit occasion 
will be signed with bjood. 

Qur Residents were Ur^^ of Hydrabad, of Oude^ of 
Ni^per^ i)nd Pponah. Some of them exerqised mild, 
fome de^tic s way^ but th^lr goyeraments were all odiouft 
to both prince and people. Had these kmgs exeix^ised 
their power to prevent extoiliony and to »force a system 
ef equal justice in every village, India would bavfe lauded 
Lord Wellesiey's conquests. Instead of thii^ they domi- 
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neered over the Native princes, and, at the same time^ 
indirectly supported by our troops the extortions of those* 
•Pageants. The Native Governments were limited -in 
their oppressions by their weakness, but they had no 
limits when assisted by British bayonets. This system of 
Tule drove the people mad. Rebellion ensued, wars fol- 
lowed, and the result has been conquest Against these 
conquests there has been much, but unjust, declamation. 
Mr. Canning, as I understand, stated at the public dinner 
given to Lord Amherst, that our empire in the East had 
already 'been extended beyond the bounds of prudence, 
if so, it. had been too much aggrandized on its frontier; 
for no empire could be strong with millions of enemies in 
its centre. A great portion of our empire in the East 
consisted, in reality, of Subsidiary States. Thie subjects 
of these States, doomed to a dreadful anarchical despo-' 
tism, were in consequence, impoverished, demoralized, 
rebellious, and exasperated against British interference. 
They were, in peace as in war, our rancorous enemies. 
It therefore became our policy to change a system so ha- 
zardous and so pregnant with human calamity. To aban- 
don these States altogether would be an open avowal of 
weakness, which would ensure perpetual wars, and ulti- 
mately force upon us the extension of conquests. Not tp, 
interfere with their internal government, would be, on 
account of our pecuniary demands, next to impossible. 
The only alternative, then, is to govern them honestly. 
Pursue it, and order will be restored, the people will 
become rich and happy, and, in difficulty as in danger, 
will remain the firm friends of England. ' ' 

The Pindarie system grew out of the misrule which 
had so long existed in Central India and in these Subsi- 
diary States. ' The military classes were unemployed. 
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The Zemindary troops^ which under Akbar amounted to 
above four millions, instead of being occupied in police 
duties, were let loose. Many of these idle soldiers, with 
other vagabonds, joined the Pindaric tribes, and roved 
wide in search of plunder. No man in the neighbouring 
countries could cultivate his field in safety. The system 
was incompatible with the existence of regular govern- 
ment Had the Governor-General, instead of being full 
of lofty ambition, been a peaceful Quaker, he must have 
drawn the sword of justice to defend the persons and the 
property of the State. Lord Elastings was forced to go to 
war not to destroy Pindarics, but to put down that anarchy 
which was the prolific root of these evils, and to establish 
a system of government and police that would perma- 
nently secure the peace of Central India and of the 
surrounding world. The Marquis, by an extensive and 
masterly combined movement, which anticipated and 
provided against every difficulty, triumphed over all ene- 
mies; he reformed that frightful and licentious system 
which had too long prevailed at Hydrabad ; and to the 
conquered nations he proved himself a benefactor. 
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SECTION XUl. 

[Effects to be expected from the Estahlishmeni of a 
Free Press tU Goa* 

^ ^^ *Fbtn»ir open tifae temple of science And (he field of inqairy to all 

■^ "truth is omnipotent. Tetr pages that ihoold eontlni} an atMoHite 
demonstratioa of the true interests of maakind, ooold no otherwise ha 
pteveuted from changing the free of the globe thaii bf ti^d^MNrndaaa 
ofthereeord.** 

The following letters to Mai^oel Feflidtides Tboinas, 
and to some friends in Asia, were designed td shew A6 
policy o^ establishing at Goa a Free Press. The Censorw 
ship there has since been abolished, and it remains to be 
proved what adTantage or what injury wiH thus resolt 
to mankind. 

" Sib, " LondQU, ad Marcht 1829. 

** Having witnessed in British Indkt the baleftil infliH 
ence of a Press under a Censor, and the beneficial effects 
of a Free Press, I am anxious to call the attention of 
your enlightened mind to the great benefit which the 
latter policy, exercised at Goa, would confer on Asia— 
Asia, hitherto debased and demoralized by ages of impious 
priestcraft and dark despotism. 

" It may naturally be expected that the patriot Senators 
of the Portuguese Cortes, who have emancipated their 
native country, will next take into consideration the 
reformation of their colonies; and I have ventured to 
address myself to you, of whom fame speaks as eminently 
entitled to a leading influence in that august Assembly. 
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'* Englatid justly claims lite honour of bayiug fiiit estsl- 
blished a Free Press. In the reign of Charles h^ the 
JLibertjr of the Press^ as well as religious toleratien^ Was 
generally deeoi^ of dangerous tendency, and therefore 
incompatible with good govemmettt. Experience, hoW'- 
«ver, has taught' us dmt they are the; harbingers of peace 
aftd happiness* To freedom of writing tnay be tracei the 
improved condition of society. The establisfameasl of 
toleration, the abolition of the Slave Trade, the diffiasion 
of education, and the extension of lepresentative govern^ 
Bient, an ematiaied from an advanced and cnltivated state 
q[ the human mrad, which was chiefly promoted by a 
Free Press. The advantages derived from liberty of con- 
soience are conspicuous in every country where it prevails 
#*4fi England, in America, even in Indostan. Compare, 
for estample, the conduct ot the Junons Mogul emperors 
AkbAT and Aurungsebe* Akbar^ influenced by a phtlo* 
sopbic ^)irit, encouraged the most perfect religious ffee<- 
dom* He called into the presence a Portuguese priest, 
imd thedogians of various other persuasions, for the pur- 
pose of freely discussing the great question of religion. 
The consequence was, that durii^ his long reign, religiom 
rancour having never been excited^ there was no holy 
wan Far different was the conduct of Aunmgzebe. For 
nearly half a century he kept the sword of Mahomed 
reeking in the blood of the unfortunate Hindoos. But on 
his death-bed his conscience smote him, and he expressed 
his remorse in the following admonition to his sons :-*-* If 
in our prosperity,* says Aurungzebe, * we ever forget our 
duties, sooner or later the day of repentance must come-^ 
St is inevitable.' These words are remarkable, as pro- 
ceeding from a monarch who knew no limit to his power 
but the will of Ood. ' Qn whatever side I turn my 
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thoughts/ continued he, * I behold nothing but evidences 
of the Divinity/ 

** I shall now briefly notice to you certain great evils 
that prevail under the theocracy of Indostan, and shall 
endeavour to prove that they can be removed only by 
means of education and a Free Press. The Hindoos are 
divided into castes, all under the dominion of priests. 
Should a Brahmin take a Sudra for his wife, he is doomed 
to sufier for ages in hell. This unnatural division of 
society is the greatest barrier to good government* To 
perpetuate ignorance and superstition, none but a Brahmin 
is allowed to read the Vedas, under pain of death. False- 
hood is universally practised, and perjury, which prevails 
in all our courts, is in sonie instances sanctioned' by law. 
Most of the productive classes are accounted vile and 
odious, unworthy to eat, drink, or sit with a member of 
the classes above them. The women of all castes are 
kept in a state of slavery. In Bengal, during the year 
1817» there were burned or buried alive 705 widows. 
The Brahmins also plunge the sick into the sacred rivers, 
that the soul in the, act of departing may be washed from 
all the impurities of the body. Thus are yearly destroyed 
a multitude of British subjects. The Rajpoots murder 
their female infants. During the last ten years, Kooaur, 
brother-in-law to the Rajah of Jointepoor, has been in the 
habit of repeatedly sacrificing men, for the purpose of 
obtaining progeny from bis barren, wife. The victims are 
kidnapped, they undergo ablution, have a garland of 
flowers placed round their necks, and then have their 
beads cut ofi*. Kooaur and his wife having witnessed this 
ceremony, conclude the tragedy by bathing in the victims* 
blood. While evils such as these prevail, even under 
enlightened governments, in Indostan, experience has. 
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tiiught U8 that th^ would be increased by the application 
of force, and can only be subdued by reason. Therefore, 
to kill a cow oi^ a sacred monkey would be more dan* 
gerous than to attack from the Press their thirty millions 
of Gods, or even their Vedas. 

** To destroy this vile superstition, and to establish in 
its place a pute worship, has, indeed, been the professed 
object of all European governments. What were the 
means they adopted? The Portuguese established an 
Inquisition at Goa.' The Popes, ascribing to the Inqui- 
sition a divine origui, entitle it the Holy Office, and the 
prison, the Holy House ; while the Inquisitor and Censor 
are supposed to be under the inmiediate influence of 
Heaven. It follows, therefore, that Torquemada, the 
Grand Inquisitor and Censor, who in fourteen yiears 
tried 80,000 Mahomedans and Jews, and burnt 0000' of 
them in all.due pomp, was an agent of the Divinity. Be 
he their god or demon, all we have heard of the cruelty 
of the Hindoos cannot surpass this horrid massacre. 
Neither can* the voluntary sacrifices at Jagernaut be 
compared to the sufierings of Sieur Dellon and other 
indocent men in the Inquisitions at: Itemaun i(nd Goa. 
They were buried alive in dark and nauseous vaults, 
virith no companions but the vermin nurtured in their 
filth.' They were flogged and racked, and then in merCy 
starved, strangled, or burnt . 

f* Let us next consider the conduct of the Censors of 
the Presls. Nothing could be published* till examined by 
these infallible men. They made ex post facto laws; 
they passed a decree against sixty-two Printers, pro- 
hibited every book they had ever published, apd subjected 
all who read them to excommunication and perpetual 
infamy. Erasmuses Paraphrase of the New Testament, 
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prbitod witbithe ajppKdMitibs of JLeo ^ liiid tbe IiM)ui- 
aitioD, was aikenxnirdt oondenmid )fy Hxt CeMor, Thej 
puBished Galileo Amt pnUkiMig bis opi&ioii that the sim^ 
and not the earth, it the centre of the world. Tbeaa 
positions they declared falsfr i» philosophy, and^eootraiy 
to tbe word of God. Tbey eaMed bis Dt^ogocs of the 
SjfVtem of the Wodd to<be burat, fonced him to ahjiiife 
kis emoffs, acnd imprisoned faim for yeaoi m tlie Inq^uii^ 
sitioin. 1%^ Inquisitioii ev«a deprmd ^^IgQ gov^w- 
ibeBts of the power of pMiibiling any book appwmd 
by tbom, though dangerous totbe state. The Syrian 
ChrisliaBS, ferag^ unmolested 1^ the tolerant Huvtooi^ 
werecatltd on by the Inqmsitmi atGoataaefaM^ied^ 
th^ Tl^ope, of whom "Aey bad neVer heard, and te nl^vFt 
tbetr staple womhip. The Censor, as if ambitious of 
mill soaring 10 pM-enineace in gnift, oanse^ their ancient 
nnd sdtpred mannecripts tio be burned* From these pone^ 
<ntors the Ifyrian ClM-istians >fled to the menntainoui 
forests ^on the Malabar ooaat-^reedom^ strc^g sanotuaiy. 
^'Tbe Uienthusnm of the Press under their Cenaon 
fini exceeded that of the most licentious Fvee l^nesA 
lAke a Free Press, the Censers could warramt the pobli* 
eatien ef any falsehood; but, nidike it, were subjeeted 
tano mfutalion-^ta no punishment. The Censor claimed 
^ibsolute power, and eould and did silently suppiren 
truth. The right of coining political falsehoods > was 
Hhe exclusive prerogative of the orthodox Doctors of the 
Inquisitien. This Corpomtion ifUcw^s, in the 'ftitt exsi^ 
cise of their prerogative, invented and propagated Ibeir 
encouraging, unimating^ addttory, translatoiy, ^tetmctory, 
deftmatory, prodigious, miraculous falsehoods : and ns 
iriendctf tru A was allowed to expose their slanders, or 
fiontradict their assertions. The simoe evils exist,l;bo«^ 
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not lo the time eskenfc,^ eivmi uader tfae lest ^lerimeutM 
in^bere Ceaacom bear mmAy^ 

** To return to the citiel intolerance of the Inquisition* 
A^umit^ that the r^ii^dlams of Aaia belonged to Por* 
ttigaU they fnllaged, oppr^bssed* and murdered the Hin- 
d^dOB) and 4braflr down tbcar pagodas. AJl this they did 
under the sacred cloak of religioa. Think not^ Excellent 
Sir> that my pfiesent disoowf se is iaftuenoed l^ any \om 
pi*^«idice against tbe rdigion of oqr foi^efatbeni. N/9^ 
though a Protestant,.! was dissiissed AeStaQ^ and aeiMl 
from Irdand for h»nng .there calndy advocated ^ c^kuse 
of the Rommi C&ikaiks of Aat affiieted county* 

" Acts of intcA^noce and oppression havH^ tended^to 
degrade rather than lo ameliorate the state of H^tdo^ 
society, nutebeisiif {Hoos missionaries have bad recQuia^ 
to the genti^ arts «f persuasion. Yet their attempts to 
overcoBfte the deep-rooted prejudices of irrationsd ip^eM 
have pn»ved ioefleetoal. How, then, it may be asked^ 
is this sooitily ^t)» be ^reforaied ? By preserving the most 
perfect rdigiiotis treeiom^ by the exertions of iif^rt^y 
fiiissionSTtea and enti^itened BrahndinSy by the virtuous 
edncatfCHft of youth, by 4el»T«0ii^tte Press from those 
odiotos restratttts which have hitherto impeded the pri^ 
gross of >civilisatiQn, and by^the ^estabUsfanAent of ii)[|f^i|OTed 
Panchayets,^ and -of a tatiotkoi codo of law^^^uited tQ 
tbe^barattter of Asians. 

'^ A glorious revMution is at this icomenfe adiwnoJQg 
in BHtish India. Among the population ^ Seagpila 
large portion are receiving the rudiments: of an icsfupon^ 
system of education, And thousands of eleraieotery works 

^ — -!■ .1 I n-i- i '-w i W NJX— — I III t H! 

• Trial by arbitration— -aiort of jary. 
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are circulating throughout our empire. Even Hindoo 
women, against whom widowhood, and consequent burn- 
ing alive, are denounced for learning the alphabet, and 
who must not read the Veda under pain of death, have 
placed their daughters at the public schools. The 
Brahmins, Rammohun Roy, and the late Bruja Mohuna, 
the great Hindoo reformers, have held public monthly 
meetings at Calcutta for the purpose of freely discussing 
the tenets of their religion, and exposing the cruelties 
and polytheism practised under it. These Brahmins 
have also, by their publications, endeavoured to prove 
that every Hindoo rite has its derivation from the alle- 
gorical adoration of the Deity, and that God alone should 
be worshipped. Abulfazil supports this opinion. ^ It 
has come to light,' says that wise Mahomedan, * that the 
generally received opinion of the Hindoos being Poly- 
theists, has no foundation in truth ; for although their 
tenets admit positions that are difficult to be defended, 
yet that they are worshippers of God, and only one God, 
are incontrovertible points.* In the Institutes of ^ Menu 
too we read this sublime sentiment : * Goodness is the 
very essence of the Supreme Being. God is one whom 
the mind alone can perceive, whose essence eludes the 
external organs, who has no visible parts, who exists 
from eternity, the soul of all beings, whom no being can 
comprehend.' The superstitious Hindoo of the present 
day, on the contrary, deems it heresy not to believe in 
his rabble of gods, and blasphemy to assert the Unity of 
the Supreme Being. 
" The Free Press of Calcutta* is, however, what has 



* There are seven Native presses at work in Calcutta. While this 
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^erated most powerfully towarda the reformation of 
abui^. Already it has triumphed over superstition in 
K^r .strong hold* During the last festival of Jagemaut 
there were so few pilgrims present ithat they wem unaUe 
to drag the car. The Brahmins called in other aid^ but 
no devotee could be persuaded to sacrifice himself tothe 
IdoL They now talk of removing the Rath to a more 
Antral situation. Let thenl take it ibeyond the sphere of 
a Free Press, or that en^ne^ once fairly at wbrk, will 
drive it forth with a force that millions of bigots; cannot 
long withstand. Thus, in a few years* discussion, the 
Press has done much to destroy idolatry, polytheism, 
priestorafb; and oppression— ^the growth of thirty centuries; 
while* the scymetar of the Mahomedan, and the torments 
and fires of the Inquisition, could only serve to confirm 
the Hindoos in their fdoleries and cruel' superstition. 
//* God grant that the Cortes of Portugal, which in its 
great piety and wisdom has abolished the Inquisition, 
Hiay also abolish the Censorship at Goa. De Lolme has 
happily said; * Que si dans un empire d^.orient, il se 
trouvoit un sanctuaire qui, rendu respeptable* par ^'an- 
cienne neligion des peuples, procur&t la surety 4 ceux 
qui porteroient leurs observations quelconques; quede 
lasortissent des imprimes que Tappositipiii d'un certain 

Section is in the Press, I am gratified bf observing the following 
nccount from a sister Presidency. 

** The Bombay papers contain a notice of a new weekly paper 
published in the Bengallee language, the first attempt of the kind, 
and edited by a learned Hindoo. In the first and second numbers 
were articles^ on the liberty of the Native press» and on the trial by 
jury, which had been purchased with so much avidity that' both 
were oat of print. It appears under the title of Sun^baud Cawmnjdtfy, 
ov the ' Moon of Intellig^ce.* ** See Mmlhly Repotitoryi (1823,) 
Vol. X VIII. pp. 117, US. 
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iceau fit ptf^emtot raipectei^ eh qoi^ datis kurs ^i|^piH 
xitiimA jQiiiii|«ber«9> eixatniinasent et ^ualifiwaent KIm^ 
mmi H conduite dcB Cadis, des Bachas, das Viiifs, •dti 
IMftA et dtt SoBtBft luUmteie; oeta y inlrodiiiroil tout^e 
tttke/de la liberie.* 

<' MtK3? a Ffoe Prees^ tbroogb your ioiCraiDentality^ 
find in tke old Inquisitioii-hoiise at 6oa tbia aiiictuMy ! 
And, as the aua by ita Titol beat animatea tbe im>tlA, lo 
may tfaiafoaatahi of iDtellQOtual li^ apvead ftp ita lucid 
my 8, and givie life to^ oppressed Asia ) 

''I bare the bosour, SIR, to aiibacribe myself, 
^^ Tour most devoted Servant, 

"LEICESTER &TANHOPR 

^ I)^ MaKOES. FfeBHAMBBS ThOWAS, ^C. ^C. ^c/' 

" Letter from Cosi^ L. St ajkhof« /o 50wie jprt#?id5 af 60 A# 
•' GCMTLEKBH, lAmdoH, Majf Ist, 18^9. 

^I have beard with pleasure of the gloriooa EevoItH 
lion lately aeeomplished at Goa, by which Aaia has been 
f^ed fVom the borrots of a frightful Inquisition.. The 
ifirtuouft paft vrbieb y<m have acted on the interesting 
occasion, mdtices me to offer la your consideration some 
ren^rks on the advantages of estabKsbing in tbat city a 
Pi^ee Press. I am aw*are that there existed a Press «t €roa 
soon after the era of printing, but itvtras free, only to serve 
the purposes of despotism, and to issue tfie rigorous man- 
dates of a barbarous Inquisition, On this subject it must 
not be forgotten that the settlements of Portugal formerly 
extended along the coast of Africa and Asia nearly from 
the Cape of Qood Hope to the Sea of CbinaA and ^^ 
ceaiiprehended naoat of the islanda in the Malayaa Arcbi- 
pehigo, amd that in all ^ese places the Portugueee lain 
guage is still spoken, and thus offers the most ftvourafate 
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medittm oi comsMUiioatJng knowledge, wliich» hy tbe 
residtlsflB aid jof a Free Piess^ may i^t length diffuse itself 
through the extensiye regions of the East. 

^' It has been well said, that in the invention of 
furinting is contained the embryo which, in its maturity^ 
wili aaaihilate the slavery of the human race. Hence 
I shidl endeavour to prove, tt^t a Free Press, cooperating 
with a good sysieqi €d general education, must in the 
Vsaue destroy bigotry and (kspotism in Indostan, 

*' There are three principal sources from whence the 
Hindoo society is susceptible of improvement: these 
are, justice, education, and discussion* Tl^ pc^itical, 
civil and criminal laws of the .Hindoos and Mahomedans 
ace interwoven with their theology, and the union of 
their divine and human codes h^s a direct tendency to 
introduce and to perpetuate despotisnu The introdue-< 
tion of a pure worship, and a jui^ and equitable code of 
laws, is therefore essential to tiieir welfara The great 
loaas of the Hindops have, from time immemorial, re-» 
eeived the rudiments of education* They have been 
mstPucted in the fabulous tales <rf their gods *-« their 
cruelties, their immoralities, and their abominations* 
Thtfs a vicious education has effectually tended to per^^ 
petui^ tiie errors of bigotry and oppression ; vrhereas^ 
ty a contrary course of discipline, ^eir minds would 
have l^een enlightened and their condition ameliorated; 
A Free Press is, however, what was most wanted to 
a<xelerate their advancement, because the grand instru** 
ment for the improvement of the mind is the publication 
«f truth, and, fm ^propagating truth, discussion* By the 
collision of prejudice^, where mind encouotets mind; 
tnith must be elicited* lu this contest. Government 
should observe neutrality.; for < truth will most flourish 

h2 
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'where, like coro]nepce» it is feft unneBtmihed. Wben 
the great Colbert proposed to interfere with trade^. even 
by protecting regulations^ the merchants wisely answered^ 
' Laissez-nous faire,* * ' , 

^ History teaches, that a reformation in the religion of 
the Hindoos could not be effected by the intolerant 
Mahomedan ; nor by the Inquisition, with its sjmods and 
censors, and their impious decrees; nor even by ih^ 
preaching of pious missionaries* It cannot fail, howeyer^ 
to' be produced; ar in Eurbpe, by the influence of free 
discussion. No religion probably ever deviated more 
from just principles than that professed by Christians 
during the dark ages, till the era of the Reformation. 
The vices of Popery, the restoration of learning, and the 
invention of printing, by which learning was diffused, 
united to produce that event ' Man awoke from the 
lethargy in which for ages he had slept, to contemplate 
the beauties of truth, and to exercise his reason.' Lu«- 
ther was the first who opposed the profitable traffic in 
indulgencies. The Pope threatened his person, and con«> 
demned his writings to the flames. Succeeding Popes 
went farther than Lea They rightly judged that a Free 
Press was incompatible with the support of their super- 
stition—their oblations, penances, pilgrimages, mortifica- 
tions, indulgencies, and other buffooneries. ' We must 
put down the Press,' said Wolsey, ^or it will put us 
down.' All their efforts were therefore directed to this 
object, but the Press triumphed. The Popes proscribed 
' all heretical works, and excommunicated all who read 
them. They csiused the ancient ecclesiastical writings 
to be mangled and interpolated ; passages to be eraised, 
and others inserted. An Index Expurgatorius^ or cata« 
logue of prohibited books^ wits published at Madrid under 
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tbe sitnclioii of the Inquisition. It consisted of 900 
pages closely printed. The framers of the Index con- 
demnedy either wholly or in part» not only works on 
religion, but those relating to polite literature and sci- 
ence. Of all translations of the Bible, whether printed 
0r in manuscript, they forbade the use. On the works of 
reputed heretics, and on all they might in future com- 
pose, was passed the same unqualified censure*. Some 
of Erasmus's writings, however, these gloomy perse- 
cutors allowed to be published, with the words ^ Erasmi 
Boterodami, auctoris damnati,' inscribed in the title- 
page, annexing the following note: ^ Opera omnia Eras- 
mi, caut^ legenda, tam multa enim insunt cprrectione 
digna, ut vix omnia expurgari possuit' Here, then, was 
a systematic attempt to perpetuate ignorance and super- 
stition, to corrupt the sources of truth, and to dissemi-^ 
nate error and falsehood. Should it be asked. Why now 
declaim against the Inquisition ? It may be answered. 
Because its frightful decrees substantially exist in every 
country where the Press is still under any restrictions 
not essential to the maintenan<?e of civil liberty; and 
because twelve ihillions of my fellow-subjects in the 
l^adras Presidency are actually under a' Censor of Here-^ 
tical Pravity. This officer has lately prevented the 
printing iii Tamul of the Prayer Book of the Unitariansr- 
9 sect of all others the most likely to introduce Christi- 
anity in the East. In like manner. Censor Wood might 
3uppress. the religious works of the Mahomedans and 
Hindoos, of the Roman Catholics, the Methodists, Pres- 
byterians, or other Sects differing with that infallible 
judge of orthodoxy. 

*\ Tbe Reformation vindicated political as well as reli- 
gious rites, because it destroyed superstition, which is 
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iht root of despotUfai. A militift of eoOjjOOO fd^y-ait»i 
cipltned priests, backed by myriads of bigols^ wete 
bafifed l^ a monk and the nsetteni of ttt^otu The 
Press enabled the first ReformerB to gire a wide oir€a<- 
latioii to tbeir thoughts ; which, but for Such ak adtiitt*^ 
lage, had been confined to the plkce wh^re their prihci^ 
ptee had been first incukatedb May not slmiter rtsultk 
be fairly expected to appear in Indostan^ throagh tb« 
medium of educatioh, of a Free Press, and the preachings 
of missionaries and Native refonolerB } 

** Be it asserted that Pagan Christianity has no resdm^ 
bknce to the superstition that noif^ prevaib in Indostan^ 
I contend, on the contrary^ that all superstitions Miemble 
each other in their orq^n and influenoe. They are all 
ibuaded in error^ and protiM)te despotism^ Whereas tha 
promintot features of ntost religioi» reiembie eicb othet 
as being fouhd^ in ^easbh^n th^ belief of God, ntki this 
inculcation 6{ virtue, whkh is tfale edflsence of libertyi 
The Hindoo religion, in its uncomlipted sbte, approaches 
to a system of pure theisnu The ihost teamed Bimhrnina 
are Unitarituds^ according to the doctrine of Kreeshnat 
but they so far comply with the prejudices of the vulgar 
as outwardly to perfoirm all the ceremonies prescribed by 
the Veds. The great bulk of iiie Hindoos^ on the con* 
trary, are sUnk into gross superstition, and^ instead of 
limiting their belief * to oki^ unknown, true Betaig^ the 
Creator, Preserver^ and Destroyer of thfe universe/ they 
have enlisted Thirty MiUions of Gods into thdr service* 
Mahomedaniilili is a compoulid of Judaism and Christie 
anity, join^ to the bdief of certain absuri tftles lend pre^ 
tensions added by Mahomet The Wahanbees have ovet* 
run Arabia, Syria^ and Persia, for the purpose of restoiing 
the simple Unitarianism of the Koran. We ar^^ in ftet^ 
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obiigisd ixkike Mriitawibfai for tbe deAructkm of Ido^ 
latiy and PtiganiBm ii| manjpiits of tte woiM* Their 
gfcat crlm^ is tlmt of endeaTOuritig to ai&MrcH their cf eed 
by Um 4sword. Mafamoud vowed to convert bjr ferae Of 
warns iive wbole Hindoo irate to MaboncdaniHtti. In 
itirenfy yeails he invaded Indoitan twelve tiii^efi^ ftnd 
spared neilber age nor sex. TipfMX) boatte Ihat be threw 
down 8000 tdol templed. He i3!id>dued Ccotg, and drove 
70,000 of its intabitante like cattle to Seringifiateitt^ 
forced tfaem to profess MlBih<Mnedanisni» toA then sent 
them back to serve as slaves under his Zearindinb Thil 
was not a course calculafed to reform or to convert the 
fitodooa» who^ for iUpwnrds of 9000 years, had preserted 
tbetr religion. 

** The numerous followers of Confacius have, no kss 
ibm the Hindoos, deviated from the pure worship of the 
fouhdefs of their faith. The religion profiessed fay literary 
p^fSQtnft and mob ef mnk in China^ consists in a dee|^t 
inward vtnemtion of God. * Live/ says Confiseiuj^ ' ^ 
^yi^ y^ would hlive lived ; end do uiito your neigb'- 
boer as you would he should do unto you.^ * This sett/ 
says liord Kaimes, ^ have neither priests imr temples^ 
and tboiv region is perhaps the most refined system ever 
practised by xnen.. It has been objected to as not fitted 
fyr the hmmn mce.' Thus we perceive thit the doctrines 
of the Hindoo, the Mabomedail, and i^ ConfociaKi teli^ 
gions, afl aesisiilate in the belief of one, and only MA^ 
Godi; itad thajt aU of them, in the progvoss tt igmnrance, 
d^psevate into gross and cruel Bi|perstit)on^ accompanied 
by dcspottsm. Th^ «only means of reforming them, smd 
restoring among them a pure worship, is by die l%hft Of 
lieasoa. In fitrttier cnnfirmatioli of thi* argument, a noble 
authtir 1m obe^vcd, ^ that pis uipaty in tbe Oeity Wasncit 
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^tablished in the countries where the Christian religiiHi 
^as first promulgated^ Christianity could not fail to pre« 
Tail >oirer. Paganism; for improvement in the mental 
faculties leads by sure steps^ though slow^ to one God/ 
i' <^The superstitious and intolerant Portuguese were 
sure to foil in their work of conversion. When Vasco de 
Gama arrived at Cochin, he found the Syrian Christians 
established there under a King. The Portuguese imme- 
diately claimed the churches as beloojgihg to .the Pope, 
The Syrian Christians replied, * We never heard of the 
Pope, and have for 1300 years had bishops appointed by 
the Patriarch of Anttoch.' The Portuguese Archbishop 
held a synod near Cochin, at which 15Q^ Syrian dei)^ 
appeared. His Holiness accused them of having mngrriid 
wives, of r^ecting purgatory, the invocattonnof saints, 
and the worship of images. ^ These Jieresiesl be com<- 
nianded them to abjure under painfbf suspension ; while 
the Inquisition at Goa decreed that all their sacred books 
should be burned. From thesie persecutors the Syrian 
Christians fled to the forests on the mnuntnitiq i cnrrry 
where the asylum of liberty. Nor have the exertions of 
unassuming missionaries, unaided by a Free Press, been 
more successful than those of the intolerant Mahomedans 
and Portuguese. Tbey have, however^ done no wrong, 
and much good, by their charities, by diffusing education, 
and by the example of their virtuous lives. Yet Abbi 
Dubois, who sacrificed more than thirty years of his life 
,to promote the conversion of the Hindoos, has declared 
the measure hopeless, and that he. never knew a single 
instance of a Hindoo becoming a genuine convert to 
jChristianity. 

'^ It is not to be denied, but proudly asserted, that a 
Free Press must at length produce, in Asia one of the 
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greatest revolutioiis ijat ever appeared in the world. The 
gOTemment of the Hindoos is a theocracy. Their laan^ 
ners, customs, and mode of thinking— their castes, their 
laws, their despotism — all rest upon this superstiti<Hi9 
-which cannot long prerail if exposed to collisicm with a 
Free Press. This engine must destroy bigotry, and tear 
up despotism by the roots. It may be said, that sudi a 
revolution is dangerous. If so, it follows that the conver* 
sion of the Hindoos to Christianity would be equally 
dangerous; for by no arts could it be effected without a 
total subversion of the present state of society. . I deny, 
however, that a free discussion, regulated by wholesome 
laws, is dangerous. During the administration of Warren 
Hastings, the Press was free to licentiousness. Now this 
was a period of extreme difficulty and hazaj-d. England 
was at war.with America and with all Europe. Bengal 
was threatened by Boemsha; Benares was in. revolt; 
Oude convulsed, and the Seiks were plundering the 
Doab; Madras, exhausted by famine, was invaded by 
Hyder; and Bombay was engaged in a contest witb 
Scindia and Holkar. Hastings was constantly outvoted 
by his Council; and there was not a rupee in the T^'^a*^ 
sury. The Supreme Court was appointed as a check to 
misrule and oppression, and it. set itself in opposition to 
the Gpvipmor. Not a judge was on speaking terms with 
the ' Governor-General or his Council. Writers were,, 
nevertheless, sure of protection while they transgressed 
not the law of libeL The Press was even so honest and 
indiscreet as to attack with its poigqant satire the Go* 
vemor-General and * Lord Poolbundee,* the Chief-Justice. 
In short, British India was threatened with ruin; — tha 
Press was free, and it was saved. 
** In farther proof of the passive and tolerant spirit of 
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tlK HinOooBr mbd the uMsf c€ diiatenH I Matt tmntiam 
a femaiiiablejeTCiit thtt occnvM tibmt yeals sitic^ «l 
l8hrt, im tte iouoiediKle Ticioityof Cakmtte* While !•* 
gtmmsen Car Wtis there paslmig ov«f a iMinian vietim 
in Uie ppemice of ti hoodted thotmmid ntiKitt^ Ckristin 
n»6temriei wete pr^iChiBg to them unttioleetoA, and 
difttrifeiutiDg prtafted piaptni expMsly designed to texpose 
tterr orael iopeMlilioa. A» unotfaer tasSaace^ I fthail 
sotice the work of Broja Mobuot,'^ entitled ^ Strktwrea 
4n Hiadoo Potytheiftm/ which haa long beea in wid^ 
circulaliofi witlMiut prodacing the ieast alaim. Bad tim 
hook, whkb <^oi&tl^m a Batlrical» arguiaebtat^re, and maa* 
teriy eicpOM^e of the tAAoiditieft of the prciant Hindoo 
MpenUtioD^ been Mhmilted to a CenBor, it wonld have 
1>een suppreiwd, or ha\^e been puUished under the eanc^ 
tkm of Go>9emoiettU If eeppreaied, there would have 
been an end to freeinqairf; ifellow^d, it would have 
gone forth with the mark (tf publie Mtbority, and might 
have eitcited fftrong jealoueies^ We are not to imagine 
tliat the diseutsion of reli^ocm subjects is a no^ndty in 
It»lo8ti»* TheNatites are exceedingly fond of dkcus*- 
sion, and have been wtittng on die nature of the Divioe 
essence ^nd tbedoctrines of their faith for twenty centuries^ 

** I shall now close this letter by ex{Heming an anxious 
hope that a Fiee Ptessmay be established atGoa; that 
firom it may diverge a flood of light; and diat yoar libeiw 
ties mny be immoTtal 

^ I feave the honour^ Gentlemen, to subscribe myself, 
'^ Your most devoted servunl, 

^ LEICESTER STANHOPE.- 

- .. ^ - ^■.^- - — ^ ^ ■ j__ ^^ . — — — .. ■>^. ^ .^ ■> ^. _. ■ ^ ^ ^^ ^, . ^^^f^ ... 

• I regret to add^ that this iateresUlig Hindoo died in ]^f^, at the 
ewly age t(f 3y. 
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SECTION XIV. 

Effects of a Pree Press on Siipirsliiion. 

«(IftnhMMBdr6 thfebtei8Kig» iMd^ditifHAii tbe union ciT pUrfeH^ 
.film with lound noraiitf $ but i^ •eaice oDunterbilatnre the evib 
suffered from impure religion indalgisg grolt idimor^itiesi"— JS«uii«|. 

The Hindoo religion is, according to some writers, a 
system of pure tkeism, upon which the crafty Brahmins 
have engrafted their false devotion. 

** Whetef^ God tar^th n bouMs bf ^ro:^^ 
The Devil Bhrayt buMs a dispel theire i 
And *twi11 be lbilnd» lipim extaiiaetion^ 
The latter has the larger congregation*** 

This superstition is well ftdmed td tecnti a la^tii^g 
4i^potidm. hi addition to the i^idlotis drts formerly 
fnractised by the prit^^tiiood df the bhristian Chtirch, the 
Brahttiins united the civil hud teligidus codes, which 
threw all power i^to their h&hdil^ They established that 
dreadful sysiteto of tasteSy Wliich vtb series of political 
contrivances short of education and free discussicm could 
have deiM;i<oyed. Superstid((Mi IM, ite feci, benighted and 
br^tali!^ ladoe^tan for ages^ aatd, even under a lolag^. 
estaUisbed Britirii Gorvemttieiit^ iH ^11 Operated to tit 
horrible e^itt^nt 

It would be foreign to the object of the Writer to enter 
into a detailed ^aeeoiidt ^ the HiddOo ¥eligi6ti. The (bil- 
lowing Ifocts will suffice to shew to What an ejstent it is 
degraded. Tavernie^ telte uti, diat there are in the Indies 
eight hundred thousand Mahomedan Fsd^eers, and twelve 
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hundred thousand Pagan Fakeers. Some of these are good 
and holy men» but they are in general mendicant Tagabonds. 
The Hindoos are reported to have thirty millions of gods 
and forty thousand great prophets. They have about ninely 
festivals in theyear^ some of which en,^aget^e whole time 
of the worshippers for three or four days. Kdtanum, or 
ab^lution^ is a ceremony whereby the Brahmins tratifffer 
the sins of the people into onie or more cowls. The cows^ 
being charged with their load of sins, are then driven to 
the place which the Brahmins shall appoint. Some years 
l)ack, two Britidli officers rescued a womian, sword in 
hand, from the flaming pile. To avoid her disgi^ce an<i 
misery, she solicited permission to burn herself, but th^ 
Brahmins refused, saying she was polluted, and had lost 
the virtues of her caste. At Gorruckpore, in the year 
1820, a widow was placed, by her relations, on the fu* 
neral pile. Lfnable to bear the fire, she made repeated 
attempts to esjcape. She was then tied up in a sheet, and 
thrown upon the blazing pile. The sheet was consumed, 
and she again crawled out of the fire, but in vain. She 
was thrown upon it once more, and her throat was iQ 
pity cut by a Ajlussulman, which closed the scene. The 
parties concerned in this tragedy were tried and fouod 
guilty. 

We must not imagine that these sacrifices are con)« 
jnanded by the Hindoo religion. On the contrary, the 
pundits of the Sudder Adawlut having; been consulted, 
declared them illegal, and their opinion was widely cirr 
<;ula|ed. The Mahomedan Governikient opposed the 
burning of widows, and laid a heavy fine on the family 
of the murdered woman* Notwithstanding these exer? 
tions, the horrid murders are still perpetrated, and can 
only, he prevented by discussion. 
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* Atiother practice prevaib iirliido8tati^;of placing sick 
and dying men on the banks of the Ganges to be washed 
away by the flood. The people believe that the waters 
of the Ganges have a sanctifying virtue ; it matters little, 
therefore, whether they have lived virtuously or not, so 
they be thrown into that sacred stream. The writer once 
saw a. man thus situated, doomed to be drowned, with 
the birds of prey hovering over him, and a jackal tearing 
the living flesh from his bcHies. A few years since, a 
man destined to be drowned was saved by some. English- 
men pouring a bottle of lavender-water, down his throat 
The man. lost his caste for drinking in the company of 
JBuropeMs, was shunned I^ his family and others, and 
ever lamented his cruel fate. Practices so barbarous, if 
tolerated, at alt,* cannot be too much ridiculed and repr6« 
bated. . , . » . I 

The Brahmins allow none but themselves to read the 
Sanscrit, or the sacred volumes ; and they conceive the 
laws profaned. wfaen>cominumcated to foreigners. To 
antiquity they. are. so scrupulously addicted, that they 
consider it axriine to improve beyond what; the ancients 
have written, and they make their learning chiefly to con« 
sist in getting by heart, what the gods have said and done 
for them. 

The only efiectual remedies for all these follies and 
cruelties are, virtuous education and open discussion. 
Papal Christianity was by these means reformed, and all 
superstitions assimilate in their character and influence. 
The Monks are not unlike the Fakeers> though bpth par- 
ties would be sorely afironted at the comparison. The 
Hindoo gods must resemble those of the idolatrous Chris- 
tians; for when Vasco de.Gama arrived at Calicut, be 
and bis followers, bent down and worshipped the idpb in 
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the iE^fodob teDs^^ct^emceif ing they wase^tofihur to lUese 
tl^ bad lefik in tlieir obuidifii ki Poituigid. The crael^ 
ties attendant on the Hindoo ^operstiition am not mora 
frigfatfiil than tiie racks luad the /mdoria-fa^ of the Inqui^ 
akion. And for the restrictions on learnings the Cath^ie 
priesthood still staod uarimlled. Th^ endeayouv^ to 
nionopofiae idl the ^Utesatuf^iOf , fte time. Theit maau- 
icripts contained a j\ihtte BriHtnteof diedogy^ I^c, and 
metapl^sicB) which was designed to be uninteUigibla 
They prevented the Seraptuiea from being translated in 
the vulgar tongue, and denounced the anci^t language^ 
as % m^strosity and an idolatiy» Even under the ami- 
able Pope of the present day, the writer, when la^y at 
Rome, could not procure the worka of Robertson; and 
the. King of Sardinia has prohibited the: sale of the 
History of Genoa in its metropolis ; so that the Italians 
of the 19th c^Atuiy ate presented from reading the annals 
of their own ci^nntry. TheAomish priestsconsider tbei^ 
purgatorial fire and holy water as essential to salviatioo; 
up the Hindoos imagine that the sonlaof n^en, which ars 
immaterial, canbe pureed by ijirater* TheBrahminaare 
keepers of the law, which is written in an unknown Ian* 
guage ; so are the Catholic priests. The Kfitofmm is not 
worse than the indulgencies and absolutions of former 
times. 

To beat down tlu& system of knavery and oppresstoiH 
nothing is required but what is wittiin the power of every 
government, namely, to educate the great bulk of their 
subjects, and to aUow them to speak and to write ireely. 
Accordingly, we find that two Saxon monks changed the 
face of the globe. Tetzel came to preach indulgencies 
at Wirtemberg. Luther raised his voice and pen agahist 
them, and, sucjh was the force of truth, that all. the arts 
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of tbe MUrt of Rome^ aiddl (diiQ(Migbottt Europe by a 
Yeneratlon for antiquity^ the ptejudioea of tbe Tulgar, ^ 
aod tbe CPttelty of tbc'InquiMtioii mud ito btaok nibtn^ 
were baffled ' by a s^taiy nvook^ 

^' l^ome tway*d the worlds a Pope her power assaird. 
She rose by yalour^ he by fraud prevaiVd. 
Far higher fame may Luther's deeds assume^ 
Whoaetpea aloM, ttMaed botii Pbpe aad Bone. 
Goi liUiof Greeocw jiUbt wmmi agaia} 
HiairpB mm^how veak tQ,JliatMri;pfaA*'t 

Tbe fermentation excited by the successful intrepidity 
of Luther affected the two worlds, and created a new 
order of things highly beneflcial to mankind. The 
progress of the human mind would hare prevented 
the wars that accompanied these events; but an infallible 
Church stifled knowledge. The Inquisition used every 
effort to shackle the Press, and, as a striking example 
of retribttttre Justice, has heesn «A last destroyed by its 
iteedom. 

Some have asserted, that fiM discussion would preju* 
dice the interests of true religioq; but truth and reason 

■ ' m > ■ ' >■ »! t I I »I' H 1 f t un i I ' M I I I I ; ^ ^ i n .^ 

* Who were thus ntlffrmed by a ibllower of *^ the -fiery Doannkan 
Hochstrateot** one 6f ^ the Theologica) loqainten^*" at Cologne s 
• ^ A new hnguagebaa been in vented^ which h aSHMGreeh ^ Onard' 
careAiUy against it ; it is the mother of erery species of heresy. I^ 
obsenre in the h^nds of a great many people a book written in this 
language, which they caU the New Testaments it is a book fuU of 
thorns and serpents. With respect to Hebrew^ it is certain, my dear 
brethren, that all who learn it are* instantly converted to Jndaism.*' 
See Ft£?terr "On the Inflnence of the Reformation by Luther,** p. 55. 

t Beza*s Epitaph on Luther. See the original in History of Popery, 
(1736^) U. 321. 
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tan never be injured by inv^tigation.^ No; ike works 
of Erasmus^ though he raoaained a professed Papist^ f 
bave largely contributed to dispel superstition ; so have 
those of the Deists. Compare^ for example^ the defences, 
of Christianity by Locke, Butler, and Clarke, with those 
of the ancient writers, and no one can doubt on which 
side is the superiority. 

In a word, it is reasonable to jpontend, that as free 
discussion produced the Re&MrmatiOoi in Europe, so, by 
parity of reasoning, it may produce the same result in 
Asia. And here let me observe, that it is quite within 
the reach of one good and powerful and unshackled mind 
—of such a mind as that possessed by a Locke or a 
Milton — to beat down superstition and despotism, the 
growth of ages, and to entail happiness on millions in 
times to come. , 

• ^ Ndr lm.frieiicUy;*'tayt Bishop War^urtoo, «< b tliis liberty to 
the generous advocate of religion $ for how could such an one» when 
in earnest convinced of the strength of evidence in his- cause, desire an 
adversary whom the laws had before disarmed ; or value a victory 
where the magbtrate must triumph with him ?** See Warburton*8 
Wwks, by Bishop Hurd, (1788,) I. vii. 

, t Dec^hring that h^ '^had no inclination to die for the sake of 
truths** i|nd that ** every man hath not the courage requisite to make 
a martyrt** See his Le^ to Pace, 151^1, iu Jortin*s Eratmut, 4to. 
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SECTION XV. 

Effects of a Free Press on the Administration of 
Justice^ 

** It hat been the fortune of India to re<cei?e laws from a nation 
infinitely superior to herself^ in knowledge and in social morality | 

' and hence her internal constitution has acquired some improTementt 
whichy by the. merederelopementof its own energies, it would not 

2 very sp^ily have received. Of the advantages thus obtained, the 
greatest is evidently the upright administration of public justice i for 
although in this department much may be effected by the vigour of 
an enlightened despot, yet in the natural order of thingpi the jurispru* 
dence of a country can never be secured in its purity, until the judicial 
power be laid at the feet of puMk opinion.'''^Edmhwrgk RevUwp 
Vol. IX. 

, Thb people of Iii4ia» within these few years, have 
made surprising advances in civilization. To represent 
them, however, as having reached its perfection is a delu- 
sion, and nothing can tend more to hinder improvement 
. than to set up our institutions in that country as standards 
^ of excellence, 

'' Agitation is the element of man, the life of society/' 
To the great Burke, India is chiefly indebted for her ad- 
vancement He, by his exertion and wonderful eloquence 
on the trial of Hastings, conjured up a spirit there which 
Jias tended more than any legislative measure to purify 
and improve the administration of justice^ and to intro* 
duice |;reat reforms. The advoc^fttes in that cause over- 
stated their cas^, yet there can be little doubt that the 
gr^t features of the picture were true, and that the 
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exposure of jobs^ bribes, extortions, and oppressions, then 
practised, led to a reformation of those abuses. 

Great good was effected by Lord Comwallis and 
others, but most of their reforms were occasioned by the 
all-powerful influence of public opinion, which Burke, 
in the bright day of his virtue, had excited. Since that 
period, a Censorship, to stifle the Press, and a Board of 
Controul, as a check upon the Court of Directors, have 
been established. The former measure has kept this 
country ignorant oi the state of India, while^ by removing 
responsibility from the ihinisteiB; the latter has prevented 
the Parliament from taking a zealous interest in Indiaki 
affairs. 

The code administered in our Eastern empire is a far- 
ragOy consisting of Mahomedan, Hindoo, and English 
law; alld of the Company's regulations. It is comjprised 
in the Koran, the Shastres, and other sacred writings, %md 
in hundreds of our law books ; in addition to which there 
are a few thousand volumes of ccMnmentaries in Schanscrit, 
Arabic, Persian, Latin, and Engliib, which are ourefuUy 
drawn up by learned pundits, cauzeeii, and doctors^ Now 
all this knowledge, the essence of i^ason, det'ived fitna 
ievery age and country, must be highly interesting to 
those who wish to study the human character. Ju^ticd, 
however, being intend^ for universal reception, should be 
within the reach of every coibmon nndisrslanding ; and, 
instead of being an endless study, and a science of deep 
research, should b^ plain tA a beaten way. Britain boasts 
With some show of reason, her jgenerous conduct ih «d- 
ttiiniittering to conquered nations iheir ancient laws. 
But the proper course for the govemn&etit of a d^ndent 
Or independent state to pursue is this : if the kws Hire 
good and suitaMe to th^ gaiiun of the peq>k^ let tbem 
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remain untouched ; if tbey are bad, and contrary to comu 
mon sense, thejr should be Amended. Buonaparte was a 
tyrant in withMding from men thehr rights : he was a 
benefiictor in giving them a wise code of laws. > 

Bodin tdls us, that in the 16th century there were mor^ 
causes depending in France than in all Europe besides, 
and some of them a hundred years old ; whereas now 
there is no arrear of untried causes on the files of their 
courts, because their code is so plain that a citizen can 
generdly decide his own cause, or it is quickly decided 
by die tribunals. 

On the modd of the Napoleon code, Sir Alexander 
Johnson^ with the assistance of some wise Native civilians; 
drew up one for Ceylcm. Should his Majesty's ministers 
sanction the a<k)ption oi this code, the Company will 
then have the ewpmmmt of its eflfects on a people analo- 
gous in manners and religion to their own subjects, and 
in a country contiguous to British India. Thus there is 
yeaaon to hope diat Buonaparte's wise institutes may, 
under certain modifications, be adopted in our Eastern 
emigre, and, by degrees, in die other states of Asia. 

In the three supneme courts in India, we witness 
with pride and pleasure in the public proceedings, the 
pure administration <^ equal laws and impartial jus« 
iice. But <» admissioii behind the scenes, the system 
i^p^rs monstrous. The cunning devices practised by 
tte under actors to promote litigation and to enrich 
themselves, has ruined most of the suitors who haveap-^ 
peared befM« thate tribunals^ For example, a man who 
ba& nothing, is peisoaded by a worthy i^toruey to prose*^ 
cute one who is i^h^ ibr his j^operty. A long course of 
chicanery and learned argument ensues, which terminates 
in the enrichment of the attorneys and lawyers, and the 
ruin of the successful litigant As a check on the mis- 

u 2 
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Tule of the Company'^ isenranls, these coiirte are admirable^ 
Such shaliow views, howeyer, do the local goyenmaenti 
entertain of their substantial interest, that any interpo- 
sition to enforce the law where they are concerned^ is 
looked upon with extreme jealousy. In the administration 
of crinuoal justice the conduct of the! supreme courts is 
unexceptionable. 

Peijury prevails in all the courts to a dreadful extent, 
even among Natives of the first rank, rior does the detec- 
tion of their falsehoods create a blush. ^1 It is considered 
a virtue, and is enjoined, to save a man*s life, or to benefit 
a Brahmin. " Whenever," says the ordinance of Menu, 
** the death of a man who had bean a grievow offender, 
either of the servile, the commetclal, the military, or the 
sacerdotal clads, wo^d be occasioned by true evidence, 
fateebood may be spoken, it .is even prefemble to trul^." 
The root, however, of this evil is in the corrupting opera- 
tion of despotism, and little improvement can take plade 
till Uie tone of: morality is elevated by a better system of 
education and religion. : 

The judges of the Company's courts being dependent 
on the Governineht, it is desimble that their conduct 
should be closely watched. As an instance of their de- 
pendence, Mr. Scott and Mr. Greenway, the senior judges 
in the Madras Presidency, were r^noved fipom the Sud- 
der Adawlut, in consequence of the opinion they gave 
in the case of Mr. H. Oakes. Atid as a proof of the 
policy of scrutinizing the decisions of judges, it is only 
necessary to mention that they are liable to eitor. A 
judge in the Northern Circars some time back honestly 
acknowledged that he had incautiously signed a docu- 



* See Sir H. Straphey*^ opinion in tlie Fifth Report. 
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ment by which an unalienable zemindary or estate bad 
been given away from the rightful owner. This case 
would never have been published under a Censorship. 

The laws are writtenin Schanscrit, Arabic^ and English^ 
and the written proceeding^ conducted in Persian, so that 
unless the Press is allowed to report the trials, the' people 
must remain ignorant of their laws, and of the acta of 
administrative justice. 

Lord Comwallis wisely separated the duties of c(rflector 
and magistrate as incompatible. . They bave, however; 
lately been united, to save expense, and to prevent Ae 
collision of authorities. To save at the expense of jus-, 
tice is bad economy. Besides, it is most essential that 
there should be a (Sufficient number of Europeans, civil 
and military, to keep up ourconnexion and influence with 
the Natives. And as to collision, it is necessary to good 
goverjiment that there should exist some strong. checks 
on every department, to prevent the abuse of powen It 
is monstrous that a man should sit in judgment on his 
own acts*. The union therefore of tbe duties of collector 
and magistrate, is a fundamental error. '* The office,'' 
says Aristotle, *< of collecting the revenue 6ught never 
to belong to the same persbn who administers justice and 
punishes crimes; lest the financial adm^nbtrator should 
abuse his authority to the base purposes of extortion and 
vengeance." . , > 

In India, in the Native courts, the proceedings are ge<» 
nerally conducted in Peretan^^the language of a distant 
country, from which India has derived none of its laws^ 
and which is. foreign to the judge, the advocates, and the 
parties. *' This, it must be owned," in the words of Black* 
stone, ** is an evident and shameful badge of tyranny and 
foreign servitude.". Nations eminent fox Justice have not 
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foij enacted equitable Uwfl/bttt baye bad them adrainU- 
tered in the commoa lai^uage of the people^ Tbe Jews, 
after the Captivity, preienred in Persia for centuries tbe 
use of tbe Hebrew in their courts. In Persia, in Greece 
and Rome, tbe courts beard causea in tbe Temacular 
tongues. Tbe Justinian code for tbe Western Empire was 
in Latin, and for the Eastern^ in Greek. In China, neither 
the Mussulman nor Tartar conquerors Tentured to intro* 
duce a foreigb language into tbe judicial proceedings of 
that country. In short, up to tbe eleventh century, no 
foreign language was used either in Eurq;>e, or in Asia» in 
judicial proceedings. William the Conqueror first com- 
manded all the law business in England to be conducted 
in Norman French* He endeavoured to abolisb tbe En* 
glisb language, and ordered Norman French to be taugbt 
in all tbe schools. The two languages being concurrently 
spoken, after a time assimilated to such a degree, that 
^ an Englisbman with a week's prepamtion understood 
Norman Frencb as well as a Parisian." Tbe Norman 
language being so easily learned, tended to lessen tbe 
grievance. 

Mabmoud, the conqueror of India, like William tbe 
Norman, brought bis native languid into general use. 
Persian-was taugbt in tbe schools, spoken at conrt, used 
in state papers and diplomacy, and became tbe lai^age 
of all judicial proceedings. From that period to tbe pre- 
sent day, this badge of servitude has been continued. The 
lawyers in England, fr<Mn the time of Edward III. to that 
of George II., clung to tbe barbarous law French and law 
Latin, under the sly pret^ce that they coukl express 
tbemtehres more concisely in those jargons. Our Asiatic 
civilians say the same of the Persian, thougb few of them 
speak it so correctly as tbe lai^uages oi British Indian 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Tbcy plead, too, the antiquity of the present syjstem, but^ 
lookingback to the ancient Hindoo governments, I plead 
^ nobler precedent and a still higher antiquity. 

It should be recollected that William the Conqueror 
used every e^ort to make his native language current in 
flnglapd, and that after his time it became so blended 
wltt^ ib,e English that it was easily understood. Mahmoud 
pbserved the same policy, and the consequence was, that 
the Persian language during the Mahomedan rule was 
understood by a vast portion of the people. Not so under 
the British gove^mnent. The.schools till lately have been 
selected, and the Persian has been little taught Thus 
Qot one in a thousand speaks Persian, and the great bulk of 
the people are as ignorant of the language in which their 
law proceedings are conducted, as the people of England 
yrould be if theirs were conducted in Greek. 

This being ** ^ evident a badge of slayery as ever was 
upposed on a conquered people," the grievance should 
be redressed. The remedy is plain,— let the law pro- 
ceedings be written in a language intelligible to the peo- 
ple. The Bengallee is spoken by twenty millions. Or if 
one laqguage must be adopted^ let it be the ^indoostanee, 
which is ,ui?L(^rstood in every part of the country. ** Tihis 
language," says t)ie great oriental scholar. Dr. Gijicbrist, 
** is attainable, if conducted on ral;iQ9al principles, by 
diligent iapplicatioi;^ ^r twp months in London, and during 
the subsequent voyitge to {pdia." Mr* Metcalf ^i^pports 
this opinion. *' From my own experience/* says he, 
** and the information I have rcjceived fjcppx others, I 
wquld v-entu^e to walk from Cape CJQjn^orin to .Cashnjieer, 
ojr from Aya to the mouths of the Indji^, confident that | 
should every where find peo(^e ihfit would sp^a^ the 
Hindoostanee. This language is, perhaps, more extensively 
spoken than any in the world." The whole of this 
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question I have found most ably discussed in the Calcutta 
Journal, and in " The Friend of India,** 

*' The Government of India, for reasons of state, has 
reserved to itself the power of ordering into confinement, 
and retaining there, any person whatever, where the 
exigency of the case may appear to require it** Under 
this authority some getitlemen of high rank are left un- 
heard of to ache out their lives in prison. The Rajah of 
Ganjam, accused of murder, was ordered to appear 
before a British'court of justice. Not having obeyed the 
summons. Colonel Fletcher was sent with some troops to 
support the decree of the court On the approach of the 
force, the Rajah consented to appear, but the troops 
dashed on, seized the prince, and shared out the booty on 
the spot The Rajah was then arraigned on the chai^ 
of murder, and acquitted. He was, however, still kept in 
custody, on account of his rebellion in not attending the 
summons of the court Under the silent despotism of 
the Madras Censorship, this poor prince may perhaps be 
still enjoying social happiness with some fond spider, 
unless old Cholera has gained access to him^ and has 
freed him from his gloomy celL The Rajah was sum- 
moned from the country to attend the military trial of 
Colonel Fletcher at Madras, but was afterwards stopped 
at the Mount, a place in the vicinity of the capital, to 
prevent his having recourse to the law. He contrived, 
however, to send an emissary to obtain a writ of Habeas 
Corpus, but the messenger was put into confinement for 
having dared to seek redress for the Rajah in the supreme 
court Is this British justice? And could such a course 
of oppression be silently pursued, except under the pro- 
tection of the base Censorship? 
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SECTION XVI. 
Effects of a Free Press in preventing Floggings 

** Id Turkey, where little regard is shewn to the lives or fortunes 
of the sul^ectsy all causes are quickly decided: the Basha, on a 
summary heariog, orders which party he pleases to be bastinadoed.*^ 
-^MofUetquieu. 

England has been disgraced all over the world by her 
system of flogging. In London, a few years since, a 
soldier of the Guards ta avoid this punishment, cut his 
throat in the front of his regiment and expired* The 
illustrious commander, and officers and men, were horror- 
struck, and flogging has ever since been discountenanced, 
in that famous corps. Louis XV. introduced the German 
system of discipline into the French armies. When the 
edict for punishing with blows, even of the sabre, was 
promulgated, Le Mesurier says, that it caused the deser« 
tion of 30,000 men. Marshal Broglio's attempt to intro* 
duce corporal punishment, with other plans of German 
discipline, rendered the army indifferent to the fate of 
the unfortunate Louis XVL, and was among the causes 
which led to the Revolution. 

One disposed to revolution would therefore say, flog 
away, this great evil will produce a lasting benefit to 
mankind. Buonaparte, speaking of flogging, says^ '* The 
Austrians could never make soldiers of the Italians. 
They deserted and ran away. I raised Italians. They 
fought with a bravery equal to the French, and did not 
desert me even in my adversity. What was the cause? 
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I abolished flogging and that stick which the Austrians 
had adopted." Still the military discipline of Napoleon 
was austere, and his object was to form ** une peuple 
port^ k la gloire." The King of Sardinia has lately- 
restored this punishment, and we have yet to learn 
whether the Italiatis will prove as loyal and valiant under 
his lash, as they did under the mild, but strict discipline 
erf* Napoleon. 

In America, it is notorious that Mr. Hodge, a Member 
of His Majesty's Council for the Virgin Island, murdered 
above one hundred of his wretched slaves by the lash. 
He united the pranks of a monkey with the cruelty of a 
monster. The laws restricted the number of laches to 
forty. These butcheries were, nevertheless, carried on 
in open day, in the public street of the capital, and in 
the sight of the clergy and magistrates. When Hodge 
was brought to trial, he asserted that a slave was pror 
perty, and that it was no greater crime to kill a slave 
than to kill a dog. 7be j ury, tboi^h they had the cleajpest 
evidence of his crimes, deliberated more ^n an hour 
and a half before they returned a verdict of guilty, and 
then a majority of them recommended him to mercy. 
Such W2IB the sensation created in favour of Hodge, 
that Governor Elliot, a gentleman of an enlightened and 
most benevd^ent character, repaji^ed to Tortola, called out 
the militia, and proclaimed martial law in order to awe 
the turbulent Manders. 

In Africa, Mr. Gibbart has lately been found guilty <tf 
the murder of a sfeye, whose de^ was occasioned by 
excessive punishment The man w«» j^ie property of 
a dergyman and of his own fatb€;r. 

And Asia has still to n;ioum t^^ cruelty and wrongf 
of Britain. At Hydrabad, two men were accu^ of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



171 

leaving committee} a robbery ia or near the Residency, 
and without formal trial sentenced to be flogged. They 
were accordingly flogged in the presence of a surgeon, by 
druauners of the celebrated Royal Scots, and died of the 
putiishment The judge, the surgeon, and the execu- 
tioners, were guiltless of the murder as he who relates the 
story. The former was, however, guilty of the exercise of 
arbitiaiy power, a crime always fatal in its consequences. 

The next case to be mentioned is that of Shaik Mo- 
deei^ a sepoy of the Madras cavalry. This man was 
sentenced by a regimental court-martial to be flogged* 
The culprit, to avoid so ignominious a punishment, cut 
his throat Some days after, Shaik Modeen was flogged, 
and then forced with his cut throat and lacerated back 
to mount his horse, and in that state to n^rqh in front 
of his regiment Now we have the authority of a most 
distinguished officer of the Madras army, and one toa 
who has deeply studied, and is fully conversant with the 
Native character, to condemn this species of punishment 

•* Attempts,'* says Snr J. Malcom, ^* to introduce into 
the Indian army the Qerman, or now naturalised Englishi 
system, the severity and hardships of which wene alto- 
gether unsuited to the character of the army, proved 
abortive: for though it produced some superficial im* 
provement, it broke in upon those principles of good 
understanding, confidence, and attachment, which bad 
before existed between the soldier and the ofiicei:, upoa 
which principles depends the strength of all armies.'^ 
This was then one of the causes whidi produced the 
mutiny in the Madras army. Another instence was ta 
be found in the case of Major ■■ i xji the Madras 
Cavalry. This ualbrtunate Martinet was in 1316 shot 
through the back by a trooper of his own corps. None 
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of th^se cases could be published under the Madras Cen* 
sorship. 

The last case to be noticed is that of Mr. John Hays, a 
Judge and Magistrate in Bengal. He was tried in the Su- 
preme Court of Calcutta for the murder of Portaub-Naring 
Dos, a gentleman tenderly brought up, of respectable 
family, and the possessor of a large Zemindary. * It ap- 
pears by the proceedings, that Portaub-Naring Dos had 
been let out of prison on bail, that a few days before his 
release his child had died, and that he had gone home with- 
out permission and broken his bail. For this offence, this 
gentleman, without any formal trial, was bound to a stake^ 
in rear of a British Court ofJustice, and there scouiged. 
No surgeon was present Four days after Portaub-Naring 
Dos received this flagellation, he died. Randacant 
Dutt, Portaub-Naring Dos*s agent, in the presence of 
the nephew of the deceased, and of. the public execu- 
tioner of the court, requested Mr. Hays's sanction to send 
the corpse to the house of the late Portaub-Naring Dos, 
where he had a son, nephew, and other relations, that 
the funeral ceremonies might be perfonned. Mr. Hays 
refused to grant the request. The corpse was therefore 
taken to the banks of the Goomptee, by conyicts and 
others, and there burned. The defence set up was, that 
Portaub-Naring Dos had died of the cholera, and the 
jury returned a verdict of acquittal. Now the writer 
presumes not to arraign the sentence of the jury: on 
the contrary, he feels quite c6n6dent that none but a 
monster would intentionally commit such an act in cold 
blood, and even a monster would be deterred from it by 
the dread of retributive justice. He contends, however, 

■ I.I. II 1 1 ■> p , ■ I 1 1 

• Estate. 
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against flogging a mM withputpr^ioug trials against the 
itt^ality of flogging for a contempt.of co^rt, and of flpg- 
^mg one of hfigh station. The preventing of the body of 
.an untried^, and therefore innocent gentleman, from 
being given. over to hi? r^at^cms for decent burial, was 
an act of indecorum and crying injustice, calculated to 
shock the religious feeling of t|ie Hindoos and the moral 
feeling of all mankind. A report of the proceedings i» 
recorded in ike Asiatic JQ^r^al for December last, and 
iwhich is taken from the Calcii^tta Jo&n Bull. I solicit the , 
readear to. peruse it, and. to judge whether I have been 
guilty of oveiBtaiting /^e case. The trial of Mr. Hays 
iwas published at Calcutta, whereas, under the base Cen- 
sorship of Madilas,. it would have been suppressed. 

Events, such as these neyer happen but where flogging 
is sanctioned by the Gov^rnpient. . Whp ever he^rd of a 
man beii^ scourged to d^ath: u^dex the arbitrary sway 
of Napoleon? These bloody tragedi^,:wb^:h no civil- 
ized audieidce would witqe^^, are perhaps rather advan- 
tageous to a community subjected to the.la^h. They 
strike the rudest heart with horror, and check the evil. 
But legal floggings, dreadful as they have been described, 
are still more so in their consequences, because the power 
given to the servants of the Government is assumed by 
every one over his inferior, and the practice of striking 
becomes general. Flogging is, in fact, more pernicious 
than the rack. Torture is always limited in its operation 
to a few, and the punishment shocks; whereas, flogging 
becomes unlimited and universal, for every man carries 
the instrument of oppression in his hand, and uses it 
as passion, or caprice, or judgment may dictate. 

The korah is a leathern scourge used in some jails in 
India. When this punishment is inflicted, the back of 
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the offender is covered with a ledtbera jacket, to protect 
his body from the stripes. A respectable writer recom- 
mends, in case flogging be continued, that a cat of nine- 
tails should be substituted for the korah, because it 
would not endanger the life of the offender. This hu- 
mane gentleman is in error ; the cat, like the korah, has 
often occasioned death : rather let him recommend tiie 
leathern jacket 

The honourable Court of Directots would do well msh 
turely to considar whether the advantages derired from 
flogging, especially flogging without trial, are such »f to 
counterbalance the cruelties and dvils that result frcmi it 
To the writer it appears, that the poM^r given to certain 
of their servants, of scourging men without any formel 
trial, is contrary to equity, is subversive of justice, is 
liable to great abuse, and is calculated to produce the 
wide-spreading evil of club-law and universal q^ression. 
To Great Britain, flogging is a disgrace. Mi^ she 
tbllow the noble example set by France, and abolish it 
in every patt of her Empire! 
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SECTION XVIL 
Effects of a Free Press on Agriculture. 

<<The AgrictiltuK of ihe HindckM is wretched in the extreme 
The rudeaets of thdr impfomeiitB^ the sbvenlineis of their practice^ 
a*d their total igDorance of the most simple principleii of the science, 
are all equally remarkable. The husbandry of the South of Europe 
u bad 'y but when compared to that of India, it is perfection.*' — ^din- 
burgh RevieWk 

The Free Presses of Bombay and Calcntta have lately 
thrown upon this subject great light, which has been 
diffused all over India. The agricultural interests must 
to every Government be of primary importance. To 
British India they are more especially so, because 
nearly three-fourths of the revenue is derived from the 
land: consequently, the question of finance resolves 
itself into one of cultivation. The benefits resulting 
from the science of agriculture are admitted. Sir H» 
Davy mentions a striking instance of its utility: a 
single grain of wheat, the staple food of life, by trailer 
plantation eveiy two or three months, has been known to 
giv6 forty-seven pounds four ounces of grain. Yontchung 
well knew the advantages to be derived from the im-^ 
provement of agricidture. In each province of China, 
the cultivator whom the magistrate judged the most 
honest, intelligait, and ladustrious, was raised to the 
rank of Mandarin. He remamed a labourer, but had the 
right to sit and to eat with the viceroy c€ the province, 
and his name was inscribed in letters of gc^ in the 
public temple. ^ 

In order to promote the agriculture of India, it is 
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desirable in the first place, to give the cultivators a 
permanent interest in the soil. For of all monopolies, 
that of the land is the worst, because it is the most in- 
jurious to the community. ** In despotic governments," 
observes Montesquieu, ** there is none that labours more 
under its own weight, than that wherein the prince 
declares himself proprietor of all the lands, and heir to 
all his subjects. Hence the n^liect of agriculture 
arises ; and if the prince intermeddles likewise in trade, 
all manner of industry is ruined." Lord Comwallis*s 
perpetual settlement of the lands will immortalize his 
name and that of his country. The act was noble, but 
it was undigested and premature. The property was 
left in a few hands, who oppressed and distrained the 
cultivators. The condition of the great body of the 
pciople for the time was little ameliorated. This is at 
worst but a temporary evil, because the large estates 
will be subdivided among the descendants of the present 
proprietors. The permanent settlement of Madras was 
still more crude. The estates were put up to auction, 
and sold to Dubashes* and other speculators, persons 
ignorant of the arts of agriculture, and from remote parts 
of the country. These new proprietors shared out their 
lands to agriculturists at a rack rent, and often called 
upon them for payment before it was due. When their 
demands were not attended to, the landlord distrained 
the farmers. The State called upon the proprietor for 
their tribute. Qeing unable to fulfil his compiact, the 
estate was again put up to auction and sold at a reduced 
price. These evils were again and again repeated till 
the lands were exhausted and the cultivators ruined. 
A permanent settlemient should be made with great 

* Agentf. 
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circumspection. The precise value of the fields should 
be first ascertained by the Munro system. Then, instead, 
of granting the lands in large portions to Zemindars, as in 
Bengal, or as at Madras, putting them up to auction, and 
selling them to merchants and clerks, and others ignorant 
of husbandry, they should be distributed at a moderate 
price to the resident farmers. 

Under the administration of Lord Minto, a man of 
worth and sound principle, a permanent settlement was 
granted to the farmers of the upper provinces of Bengal. 
The Court of Directors refused to sanction the grant, so 
that the local government, in the estimation of the Natives 
who know nothing of the supreme authorities, were 
guilty of a breach of faith. The impression should be 
removed by a fulfilment of the promise. 

The great source of oppression in all governments is 
the passion for extortion* This prevails to a cruel extent 
in India. It is an inconsistency in the system that the 
collector of the rents should have been previously em- 
ployed to estimate them. He naturally endeavours to 
recommend himself to the notice of the Government, by 
exacting as much as possible from the farmers. The 
local governments, on the same principle, wish to please 
the Court of Directors, who, though distinguished for a 
noble generosity, are desirous of increasing the resource9 
of the state. The Boards of Reyenue have often com- 
plained of excessive taxation, but to no purpose. The 
ruling power, upon an average, takes nearly one half pf 
the gross produce. To check such an improvident course, 
and to prevent extortion, it might perhaps be wise to 
limit, by law, the land-tax to one-thir(). 

This over assessment of the lands prevents the accu- 
mulation of capital, and thereby checks all improvement, 
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The farmer has no money to set more industiy to work, 
and an impoverished nation cannot purchase merchandise. 
Thus the avarice and short-sighted policy of the Govern- 
ment tend eventually to injure its own resources. Over 
assessment often incapacitates the farmers fl'om paying 
their rents, and their lands are then Set up and sold to the 
highest biddder. Owing to these auctions, h^lf the an^ 
cibnt proprietors of land have been dispossessed of their 
estates. The sale of land by auction^ or otherwise, was 
nnknown in India before it was introduced by the British 
Government. ** The defaulter under the Native Govern- 
ment might have the administration of his estate taken 
out of his hands, might be imprisoned, flogged, tortured, 
or forced to become a Mui»sulman, or to sufier death, but 
not permanently dispossessed of his estate or title.^ 

It is a remarkable fatt that a Government which derives 
the bulk of its revenue firom the land should neglect agri« 
cultural improvement This is nevertheless the case, as 
the following fects will prove. 

1; The manuring of land is not practised ih many parts 
of India. 

2. The Indian plough is unsuited to many Soils, and is 
of such bad construction that it merely scratches the 
Surface of the ground. The consequence is, that hiear 
Allahabad, and in other parts, the fields are often 
ploughed fifteen times before they lire fit for sowing. 

3. The harrow is often made of the bough of a tree. 

' 4. The mabhine used for a i'olt^r resembleil a ladder. 
Tw6 men stand upon it to increase the weight, and it is 
usually drawn by four bullocks. 

* 5. A rotation of crops is unknown in several parts of 
India. 
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0. There is a general want of green crops. 

7. The farmers are supposed to lose one^tenth of theif 
corn, from the manner in which they collect it, and from 
tbrashiBg it by the tread of bullocks. 

^» The com is generally ground in hand-mills^ 

9. The cart has two wheels often made* of solid pieces 
of wood, and not three feet in diameter; they are never 
greased. The roads are so bad, that generally the car« 
riage is performed on the backs of men and animals* 

Irrigation is the great means of promoting agriculture 
an hot climates* Vast tracts of land formerly cultivated^ 
owing to the water lying so deep are now become 
.ipiere jangle** In these and oUier parts the water might 
be forced up by steam engines, or raised, during the hot 
winds, by windmills. 

The reasons assigned for the neglect of agriculture are^ 
that the Natives are too much prejudiced to their ancient 
habits to be driven from them, even to promote their own 
benefit, and that their simple mode of agriculture is 
suited to the actual state of society. Education is the 
remedy for both these evils, and it has lately been diffused 
all over the country. The force of example, too, operates 
powerfully on even pr^udiced minds, as is proved by the 
f<dl0wing statement At Poosa there is a great quantity 
of manure, produced by the Company's breeding stud^ 
but the prejudiced farmers refused to use it Mr. Moor- 
croft overcame this prejudice. He caused a large tract of 
ground to be divided into two portions; one of which 
was manured. He then sowed the whole with the same 
grfkin. Duriiag the progress of this culture he invited 

♦ A country overrun with wood or long^ grass. 
N 2 
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the neighboimng farmere^ to inspect his operations, 
and to make their remarks on his system. Thus, 
when the com grew up they had ocular, demonstration 
of the advantages produced by manure, and after a time 
followed the example. In many parts of India, this pre- 
judice does not prevail. Mr. Moorcroft, also introduced 
the cultivation of oats in India, and with such success 
that they are produiced a^.a much lower rate than gram.* 
He causes the sheaves to.be given . UQthrashed to. the 
cattle. By this means the expense of boiling gram and 
keeping grasscutters to provide the horses with forage, 
is saved. Potatoes and indigo have been introduced in 
British India, abd successfully ^ cultivated. ' 'Formerly 
arrow root was imported at a great expense. A Mr. 
Brown has lately cultivated this plant on his farm on 
the Coromandel Coast, and he now furnishes all tbeBazabs 
with it at a very low price. The cultivation of Indian 
arrow root has lately been introduced into Ceylon. 

From the facts stated, it is evident that the agriculture 
of British India has been neglected, and is susceptible of 
great improvement The best means of improving it 
would be by the introduction of English capital, skill, and 
industry. There would be no danger of colonization- to 
any extent from this source, for the low price of labour 
would prevent any considerable number of Europeans 
from establishing themselves in that country. Coloni- 
zation being; however, contrary to our policy, other means 
should be resorted to. Perhaps Boards of Agriculture 
would be thfe most effectual. The objection made to 
these Boards is, that they are prone to jobbing, and that it 
is difficult to find a sufficient number of men of science to 

• A sort of pea. 
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compose them. The first reason is equally applicable to 
all government establishments; the latter does not apply, 
because men of humble acquirenlerit would be quite equal 
to the task of spreading the first rudiments of this useful 
science. Boards of Agriculture, composed of a few intel- 
ligent Natives and Europeans, might be established at each 
of the three Presidencies, and dri experiniental farni in 
every district The improvements of one district might 
then be introduced into every other to which they were 
applicable. Plants of other hot climates, and other quar- 
ters of the globe, might be tried in India. By these means 
the Natives would be enabled to judge by ocular demon- 
stration of the advantages of better implements, and an 
improved system of agriculturie ; and the revenues of the 
State would be increased. 

•* The improvement of the Prdvinces of Bengal and the 
Carnatic," says the Edinburgh Review, '* ought to be as 
much an object of attention as the cultivation of the 
counties of Middlesex and Dublin." This, too^ would 
have been the case had the Press been free, but all things 
are checked, or retrograde, where unnecessary restraints 
are imposed on the operations of the human intellect 
Under a Censorship this article would be suppressed. 
No one would be allowed to recommend instruction and 
colonization, or to expose the evils arising from over 
assessment, a monopoly of the land, and a bad system of 
agriculture; A writer can rthere only exclaim with the 
optimist, "whatever is, is best" 
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SECTION XVIIL 
On the Danger of a Free Press. 

•* Exceises are never the ofitpripg of reason or misrepfetentatioD^ 
but of power eadeaTouring to itifle common senae or error.**— Godifftii. 

Much has been said of the danger of a Free Press ; 
and security, it would seem, depends on reducing men to 
a kindof annihilation— to that silence which characterizes 
despotism. 

*• There have been ways found out," says Andrew 
Marrel, ^' to banish ministers, to fine not only the people 
but the grounds where they assembled, but no art yet 
could prevent the seditious meetings of letters. Two or 
three brawny fellows in a comer, with mere ink and 
dbow-'grease, do more harm than an hundred systema- 
tical divines with their sweaty preachings. Their ugly 
printing letters, that look but like so many rotten teeth, 
how oft have they been pulled out by the public tooth- 
drawers ; and yet these rascally operators of the Press 
have got a trick to fissten them in again, and they grow 
as firm a set and as biting and talkative as ever. O 
Printing! how hast thou disturbed the peace of mankind! 
That lead, when moulded into bullets, is not so mortal 
as when founded into letters ! There was a mistake, sure, 
in the story of Cadmus; and the serpents* teeth which 
he found were nothing else but the letters which he in- 
vented."* 

Would you trust a child, says the alarmist, with a 

* Rehearsal Transprosed, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



183 

lighted candle in a powder magazine ? No ; we would 
take away the comhuatibles. India should not be left in 
the inQammable state in which it is represented by these 
pietaphorists, lest the people should be excited to internal 
commotion, or provoked to join the invader. Do not 
treat India as a colony. It is a hateful word, associated 
with misanthropy and oppression. Treat her with the 
justiqe and humanity that is due to the subjects of th^ 
mother country, and she will be to you equally attached. 
}f India be not actually represented in a parliament of her 
own, let her be virtually represented in yours. Know- 
ledge, say the enemies of a Free Press, leads to indepen^ 
dence. This is an argument against all improvement 
Thfi interest of the government i| thus set at variance 
with that of the people. A mqre unsound and immoral 
doctrine cannot be imagined- Jlather i^ay that malad- 
ministration must lead to your downfal. What great 
^jountry ever sunk a prey to her virtues ? Govern India 
well, and even your usurpations will be a blessing to her- 
She will prpve a curse to yoi; if you govern her like 
dastards, and clap a padlock on her mind and stifle her 
reason. A well-gpverned dependency and the mother 
country should mntuajiy derive wealth aT)d strength and 
happiness from the connexion. 

Free discussion is thought to he the sourc^ of revolu- 
tions. True; the Press of E^ngland has revolutionized 
Europe. I^ad France^ Itajy, Spain* Portugal, and Turkey, 
enjoyed free discussion, instead of being exposed to ex- 
plosions* they wowld hav^ been gradually reformed, like 
England, IJoUand, and Switzerland. '^ Les revolutions 
qui arrivenf; dans les ^randes ^tats, ne sont point un effet 
du hazard, ni du caprice des peuple. Ce n' est jamais 
par envie d'attaquer qu'elle se soulj^ve, m^is psir impa- 
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tience de suffrir."* In France, previous to the Revolu* 
tion, the Press was shackled. During its rage, it was 
tinder the controul of a domineering faction, a council 
of demons exercising a dreadful despotism over the .mind 
as Censors, and as Sovereigns exercising a bloody des- 
potism over the body. The works of Voltaire, Rousseau, 
and others, had contributed to produce the Revolution 
by the exposure of accumulated abuses ; but this catas- 
trophe might have been prevented by the chastening 
influence of a Free Press, and by giying a constant vent 
to public feeling. On the contrary, it is well known that 
Montesquieu was obliged to publish his Esprit des Lois 
at Geneva. The Abb^ Raynal, for publishing his His- 
toire des Indes, was found guilty by the Parliament of 
Paris of the crime of Impiety. ^'Si.on Teut saisi, on 
r aurait sans doute brul^, pour lui prouver que sa doctrine 
fetait erronfee." 

To assert that discussion on religious topics will excite 
religious rancour among the Natives of Indostan, is to be 
unmindful of their history. They are a tolerant people, 
and exceedingly fond of discussion, especially on religious 
subjects.t With such a people you may safely reason, 
in conformity to the wise principles of religious freedom, 
but beware not to act. You have nothing to fear from 
a Buckingham, a Rammohun Roy, or from Missionaries, 
provided your Censor of Heretical Pravity at Madras 
does not interfere with the writings of the Hindoos, or 
wage war with their gods or monkeys. 

Some assert that the society of India is too limited 
to be entrusted with the Liberty of the Press. The 
governing power is always limited, but the power govern- 

* Sulli. t See 9upra, p. 37. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



185 

ed.forjnsa part of that society, and that is no where 
more extensive than in Indostan« A Free Press is accused 
of ,** settii^ society by the ears"— that is, the wrong doers 
are exposed by the conductors of the Press. A good 
man may be calumniated under a Censorship, but such a 
one might set all the Free Presses in the world at defi- 
ance. Discussion, it is said, may prove dangerous to our 
commercial interests and to the Company's monopoly. 
It would be very hazardous, for example, for a Madras 
Editor to state in his journal, ** that the Commercial 
Resident employs a secretary or banyan, the secretary a 
broker, the broker an hircarrah, and the latter communis 
cates with the weaver's broker. Thus the Company's 
servant is^ five removes from the workman, and the latter 
is often obliged to take 30 or 40 per cent less than the 
work would fetch in the market" * A Madras Editor 
might safely say, that ^^ a British merchant travelling 
about India on his business would occasion more trouble 
than a regiment of sepoys f but woe betide him if he 
dared to assert that such a remark arose from a prejudice 
unworthy a great mind, though it is well known that our 
merchants traverse the world by sea and land without 
occasioning inconvenience to any government 

Some speak of the danger of the Press on account of 
the remoteness of our Eastern empire ; but if England 
be remote from India, no less remote are Russia and 
other rival nations. Persons there are, who have been 
nurtured under despotic rule — bashaws, with pale 
faces and soft mminers, but with hearts of steel— who 
condemn a Free Press, as inconsistent with the customs 
of hot climates. Such men prescribe geographical limits 

• MiWb Britith ImHm 
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to the euItivaUon of the mind, ind would iMafiife geniitf 
by a tbermooieter. They are abaorbad in e^ab fediiig. 
Land, trade, religion, liberty,-— all they would moBop<H 
lize. They hate permanent settlements and a free trade* 
Censors <^ Heretical Pravi^ they supported. The Na* 
tives they in reality despised, and scarcely considered 
black men as of the human species; utiU, nnd^ the garb 
of philanthropy, they insidiously contended for their 
worst customs and usages — ^for Asiatic despotism. These 
Bnglish bashaws were fiiscinated with the splendour and 
the tranquillity of absolute rule, unmindful that those 
benefits w^e accompanied by extortion, licentiQusness, 
and misery^lqr tonneiits, assassinations, military mntir 
nies, rebellions^ invaaioiis, and conquests. Let them 
read the histories of lodostao^ or q( Persia, or of aiqr 
other despotic govemmept, wA they will find it ** un 
ramas de crime, de folie, et de malheur, avec quelques 
virtues." ^ The steps of the soubahs those Ai^lo-Indian 
lords followed with servile fidelity, and adhered to a 
kind of geographical morality. '* Seamen," says Burke;, 
«< have a custom of dipping persQtis crossing the line, so 
by that operation every one who wait to India was to 
be unbaptized, and to lose every idea of religion and 
morality which had been impressed on him in Europe. 
They pleaded the local customs of India as raquirii^ 
the coercion of arbitrary power, and it would be admitted 
that peculators and tyrants had existed there from time 
immemoriaU" 

From vicious mesa and visionary dangers such as these, 
we turn with pleasure to the acts of a virtuous Rulei:. 
He, we mean, who has laid the solid foundation of know* 

• Voltaiie. 
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^ ledge and secqrity wbeore furto^s anarchy, or wpne than 

I auarchy» where 4^k priestcraft and longJived despotism 

had prevailed. Our government in the East is a govern- 
ment of opinion. The leading maxim of British policy 
rightly understood is this, ** Do as you would be done 
by,'* and that of her Asiatic subjects is gratitude and 
submissions A nobler compact cannot exist between 
man and man. 

Those who wish to know what can be said in favour 
i^ a Cetlsorsbip, should read the work of ** the c^M^raied 
Von Gentz, <m the Liberty of the Press." He is con- 
sidered one of the ablest political writers of the ag^ 
and has been in the pay of England, Prussia, and Austria. 
•* The dangers of the Press/' this Aulic Counsellor con- 
tends, " are such, that there remains no source for mi- 
nisters to take, except to endeavour to maintain a cer- 
tain balance in the political machine, by redoubling 
their efforts, to extend their own power, and consequently 
to limit individual liberty." The question now is, Mr. 
Gentz, not whether your Holy Alliance has a heart firm 
enough, but whether it baa an arai strong enough to 
accomplish your mdahle puipose ? Whether the Hcdy 
Alliance backed fay a million of yaliant and disciplined 
soldiers, shril prevail to stifle the fkee spirit of the age 
or to mai^r its stnragth ? If not, it would perhaps be 
prudent in tbese potmtates 1^ their active virtue to 
secure the love of their subjects, and thus to demonstrate 
&e supmority of kingly rule. Wise men differ as to 
the construction of free govemmentf, but nope jH^fer 
permanent despotism, such as that in Russia or Turkey, 
where life and property, whether of king, nobles, or 
people,~are in perpetual danger. 
Gentz, speaking of English writers, says, " Cobbett 
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is still l^pre licentious than Junius, without possessing 
a spark of bis superior mind/' Should ^ the celelrated 
Von Oentz" be reduced to the bard necessity of mea- 
suring weapons with Mr. Cobbett, in tbe* collision sparks 
may be emitted, wbich^ however harmless in themselves; 
for sparks are always so, might prove to the mighty 
counsellor of the Holy Alliance the dangerous strength 
of his antagonist 

I conclude this Section in the language of two eminent 
writers, one of whom has taken a political, and the other 
a philosophical and Christian view ^ this important 
sulgect • 

''I would not forcibly suppress this book," says 
Wakefield^ after ably exposing and severely censurii^ The 
Age of Reason. ** Prudential motives would prevent me : 
because such interdiction serves only- to excite the rest- 
less curiosity of mankind. Motives of philosophy would 
prevent me, bectose inquiry and discussion are provoked 
by firee propagation of opinion; and sparks of truth, 
which would otherwise have been concealed for ever, are 
elicited hy the collisk>n of debate, to the unspeakable 
emolument and illumination of mankind.'** 

*• The Liberty of the Press," says that wise Tory, 
Hume, ** h6wever abused, can scarce ever excite popular 
tumults or rebellion. And, as to those murmurs or secret 
discontents it may occasion, it is better they should get 
vent in words, that they may come to the knowledge oi 
the magistrate before it is too late, in order to his pro- 
viding a remedy against them/' 

• ''Letter to Sir John Scott/' in Memoirt, U. 42. 

— ♦— 
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SECTION XIX. 
On the Licentiousness of a Press under a Censor. 

** Despotiiin defeats itsd( by its Goonezioo. with that rery Ikm' 
tUuinets which it professes to oppose. An unbounded licentiousness 
generally enjoys countenance under the nod of tyranny. Ldcentious- 
neis is a freedom, ftrom the restraints of justice and reason, which 
despotism claimii.**-*-iMA«dL 

No man is justified in publishing what he knows to be 
false. A Free Press, however declaimed against for its 
excesses, is in its nature and conduct fSeir less licentious 
than a Censorship. Where liberty of discussion is al- 
lowed, should a writer assert fitlsehood, he is immedi- 
ately confronted with truth. Should he libel an indi- 
Tidual or the state, he is subjected to be tried and 
punished for his crime. Not so under a Censorship. 
Truth may there be suppressed, and falsehood reign in 
mad triumph over a nation whose thoughts and groans 
are stifled. All learning is» in fact, subject to the 
despotic will of a mercenary Licenser. A short state- 
ment of facts will suffice to shew the licentiousness of 
public writings and conduct under despotic governments. 

The Holy Fathers of the Inquisition at Goa caused the 
ancient and sacred writings of the Syrian Christians to 
be burned. The Censor of Heretical Pravity at Madras 
has prevented the Prayer Book of the Unitarian Christi- 
ans from being published-^-a conduct the more extraor- 
dinary, since it had pleased the late pious Mr. Harrington 
and an excellent member of the church at Fort St 
George, though both of another religious persuasion, 
to honour the institution of Pursewaukum with their 
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countenance and protection. Here the tolerant spirit of 
the true Protestant stands nobly contrasted with the per- 
secuting conduct of the Censor of Madras. The worthy 
Court of Directors, like a former king of Portugal, tole- 
rate liberty of conscience ; but the Censor of Heretical 
Pravity at Madras, like the Inquisition at 6oa, interprets 
the permission ^ allowing men to live in an unorthodox 
faith, but not to practise. its ceremonies; so much of 
persecution the times would yet endure. 

In a former age, a Censor would not, probably^ have 
been so humane; but rather, to the extent of his power, 
would have imitated the following example : ** La decla- 
ration de 1563, avait conferme un 6dit de Henri II. le- 
quel pronrasait la peine de mort contre tout imprimeur,. 
libraire, ou particulier^ qui imprim6rait, vendrait ou dis- 
tribuerait^ sans privilige^ un ouvrage quelconque. C d- 
tait d'apris cet ^ditt qu'on fit pendre k Paris^ des 
marchaads de Gendve qui avaient apport^ des livres des 
priires k T usage des Calvanistes."* 

Another act of licentiousness, where a Free Press was 
unknown, was a libel on a Govemor4jreueral of India, 
the frtend and biographer of Sir W, Jonc^, and who is at 
present the President of the Bible Society* This noble- 
man, so distinguished by the state, and for the purity of 
his manners, was accused in an ofiiciai p^r from 
Tipqpoo to Uie Porte, of having violated the widow of 
the Vizier of Oude. When I was at Seringapatam some 
years after^ a Native of rank gravely asked me, whether 
it was true that his Lordship had made this uncourteous 
assault upon the sacred person of the black Dowi^ger. 
This slanderous falsehood I should have publicly contra- 

■ ' M l " " "" ■ ■ ■ ■ . '■ 

• Mionel cte la Ubetik de is ?tme, (ISliU p. 5. 
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Censorship. 

A libel of a still more atrocious character appeared in 
the Madras Gatsette, though the Censorship, exercised 
there at that time, was nearly as rigid as that exercised 
1^ the Inqikisitioa Tl|e Gazette was edited by a public 
Servant, leceiting a saleiy for thc^ performance of that 
duty; he was employed aa the Company's astronomer^ 
and was esteemed a learned and honest man^ but ** cenx 
qui re9oivent," says Voltaire, ** sont toujours de Tavis 
de celui qui donne." All paragraphs appearing in the 
Gazette were considered of authority almost equal to 
an act of paiiiament, and to give currency to this paper 
it was circulated post free. Now^ under this Censorship, 
the Company's philosopher and editor, and the Com- 
pany's philosopher and licenser of licentiousness allowed, 
as already mentioned, an article to appear in the Madras 
Gazette, accusing the Marquis of Hastings, then Gover- 
ttop<3eneral of British India^ of having planned the 
murder of two of his relatibns of the name of Hastings, 
by sending one to the East, and the other to the West 
Indiei, where thejr died, and this for the base purpose 
6f securing to himself the title of Hastings. The fla- 
gitious falsehood stood contradicted in every bosom, 
though it still remains unconfuted on the file of the 
Keenftious Gazette. 

The reader fli^ill also recollect how the licenser of 
lic^ntiousmeiBs at Madrto suppressed a great portion of 
Queen Carolinet) deface,* and allowed her character to 
be defiled by all sorts of abominations, though no pro- 
ceedings can be imagined more offensive to a patriot 
king. The Press of England, influenced on this question 

* I am in possession of several of these suppressed sheets* an of 
which might hare been published in any of our ministerial papers. 
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by passion and party feeling, may have bfeeh guilty of 
excesses in the course of the trial, but the result has 
beeh a thorough understanding of the case. Not so at 
Madras. Twelve millions of men have been left to form 
this judgment on an ex-pairte statement Thus Mr. Wood, 
the Licenser; Prime Minister ^ and Censor of Heretical 
Pravity, allowed thip Old Indian's letters to be inserted 
on the files of the Madras newspapers, and suppressed 
my answers.* 

** A Daniel come to judgment I Yea a Daniel 1 
O wine young Judge, how I do honour thee T' 

The following is a treasonable, blasphemous and 
licentious bull, which Clement VII. issued against the 
Emperor Louis of Bavaria. ** May God strike him with 
imbecility and madness! May heaven overwhelm him 
with its thunders ! May the anger of God, with that 
of St Peter and St Paul, fall upon him in this world 
and the next! May the whole universe revolt against 
him ! May the earth swallow him up alive! May his 
children be crushed before the eyes of their father," &c ! 
Let the Censor of Madras produce in any State where 
the Press is Free, an equal instance of blasphemy and 
arrogance. 

From the facts here stated, and they might be easily 
multiplied, it appears that the licentiousness of a Cen- 
sorship, whether exercised under that name, or compre- 
hended in a system of general despotism, has far ex- 
ceeded the most passionate throes and unguarded aberra- 
tions of a Free Press. 



• .See wprttf pp. 80— gg. 
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SECTION XX- 

Conclusion. 

*' Am for the bulk df our couutrymeBy lodia oocup4et ncaily •& «qQa3 
portion of their l&oiighti mod striket then mudi in the mne light 
with the ring of Saturn : they eontider it as aomething ? ery harfse, 
very curious, very distant, and inexpressibly uniniportant to tbeaa- 
selves and all their tBLmUieB.^'^Edinburgh Retiem. 

In the foregoing ptges, I have attemjriied to give an 
impartial aketch of liie history of public writings in 
India. I have also endeavoured to prove from fitcts, 
that the diffusion ^ knowledge, tbrou^ the medium of 
education and a Free Press, must rapidly improve tiie 
jcondition cf society there, and in ibe surrounding world. 
This opinion is not fashly hazarded; it is supported by 
the great authorities in India who have delivered their 
sentiments on thesuligect; by govenum, chief-justicei^ 
judges, and counsellors^ by lawyers, residents, merchants, 
soldiers, and political writers of all parties; and tiioit 
sentiments are confinned by the recorded opinion of the 
Indian public Nor can such improvement be a subject 
of reasonaUe alarm to any just government, for idl history 
demonstrates that nothing tends so much to avert revolu- 
tions, as those timely and temperate reforms which result 
from free discussion. 

By the operation of education and free discussion, 
the Hindoos will be enlightened As a sure, howorer 
slowly progressive, result, morals will be improved, 
superstition and castes destroyed, women enfranchised, 
and religion purified; the laws will be ameliorated, jus- 
tice better administered, md cruelties prevented; slavery 
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will be abolished,* maladministration, seditions, and 
wars, checked, and invasion baffled ; while the agricul- 
culture, trade, and resources of the state will increase. 
England, instead of being as ignorant and unconcerned 
about the condition of a hundred millions of her subjects 
as about the salamanders that live in the Sun, or the 
vitriolized inhabitants ' of Mercury, will, through the 
Press be apprised, of their condition and interested in 
their destinies. In her turn, too, she will be strength- 
ened and enriched, and secured from the reflux of licen- 
tious mtinners and Asiatic despotism. 

I conclude with the lofty and pious sentiment of hini 
who first took off the shackles from the human mind, in 
Asia: *' Conscience," says Lord Hastings, in his last 
anniversary discourse to th^ students of the College at 
Calcutta, ** prescribes the extension of gentle, cheering; 
parental encouragement to the millions whom Providence 
has arrayed beneath our rule. Wonderful and unexam- 
pled rule ! Let it never be forgotten how that supremacy 
hasbeen constructed. Benefit to the governed has been 
the simple but efficacious cement of our power. As long 
as the comforts and the gratitude of the Indian people 
shall testify that we persevere in that principle, so long 
may Heaven uphold the domination of Britain here : — ^no 
longer."! 



* In India, the slaves, revenue defaulters are sold by auction like 
cattle ; girls are deprived of their liberty, and for a few ahillingt dis- 
posed of to ^become prostitutes, and slavery is for ever entailed on their 
descendants^— See Asiatic JoumtU, XV. S59* • 

i^e^ Ibid. p. 271. 



OEoaoB Smallfibld, PrU^er, Hachmtf. 
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